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8 Mr. Kavedwbca: ob- 
tain'd the patronage of 
4s KING of DENMARK for 
the original from which this 
work is taken, none can blame 

my ambition in preſuming to 
lay theſe volumes at Your 
. MajzesTxy's feet. I have hece 

A 


i DED ICATIO N. 


attempted to tranſlate, from 
the native language of Your 
* RoyAL ConsoRT- into Your 
Own, a work calculated to 
Inſpire every pious, every vir- 
tuous ſentiment, to fill the 
mind with an awful reverence 
and love of the great and in- 
comprehenfible Gop and Fa- 
THER of all; with the ſub- 
limeſt and moſt fervent gra- 
titude to our gracious Rx- 
DEEMER, and a perfect de- 
teſtation and abhorrence of all 
vice: this work therefore na- 
turally claims the Patronage 
of a PRINCE; who, undazzled 
by the glitter of a Throne, and 
all the ſplendor of Royalty, 


E DICAT ION. in 


does not bluſh at owning him= 
ſelf aCnrIsTIAN, and at pay= 
ing an humble obedience to 
the Kine of KINGS. It claims 
the Patronage of à learned 
ENGLISH PRINCE, who is a 
Friend to Religion, a Friend 
to Virtue, a Friend to the 
_ Muſes, a Friend to Liberty, a 
Friend to Mankind, 


Dany your Ma JESTY. 8. ove 
for Your people meet with the 
return of love and chearful af- 
fection, and Your ſubjects view 
all your good intentions for 
promoting their happineſs 
with affectionate gratitude. 
May Your MaJzsTy be ever 

A 2 


* 


„ DEDICATION. 


ſenſible that Your. private fe- 
licity i is cloſely connected with 
that of your people. May 


the pleaſing glow of ſelf- 


approbation, Which Provi- 
dence has implanted in the 
ſoul bent on doing good, be 
never damp d by the ſpeeches 
of folly, by the bitterneſs of 
a miſtaken mind, or by the 


venom of malicious and un- 


grateful ſuſpicions; and Your 
MA JESTY”s 8 favourite deſigns, 
calculated to give proſperity 
to Your people, never be de- 
feated, never be retarded by 
the oppoſition of the ſelf-in- 


: tereſted and the ambitious. 
May the rectitude of Your 


— 
— 


at 
1 
| 
| 
* | 
| | 
| 
1 
| 
b. 
[1 
f 
: 


| wa —_ 5 Vielen of 
Your councils, ſhine ſo con- 
ſpicuous, as to break through 
the clouds raiſed by diſcord. 
May envy and malice fly be- 
fore You, and, ſtruck by the 
virtues that beſt adorn a 
throne, bluſh, faint, and die. 25 
May domeſtic felicity, found- 
ed on the virtues of Your 
amiable ConsoRT, and Your 
growingOrysprin G, ever re- 
main undiſturb'd, and, at 
length, after a long and hap- 
py reign, may Your MaJjes- 
TY's piety and love for Your 
people be rewarded with pu- 
rer and nobler felicity than 
Rs 7 A's 
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ever falls to the lot of mortals. a 


Theſe 'are the ſincere and ar- 


dent wiſhes of 


. Your MAjzsTY's 
| 4 4 
Moſt dutiful and. 


_ Moſt devoted 


Subject and ſervant,. 


NR 


, 


Juoſeph Collyer. 


MN R AN SLA TOR'S | 


PREPAGYE, 


HE extraordinary ſucceſs |. 
of TRE DEATH or ABEL, 


and the high opinion many per- 
ſons of diftinguiſh'd merit have 
entertain'd of that work, rendered 


them ſolicitous to ſee the Ms 


SIAH attempted in the ſame man- 
ner, and by the ſame hand; they 
therefore apply'd to Mrs. Col. 


LYER, Who began the arduous 


taſk; but had made no great pro- 
greſs, when a lingering illneſs, oc- 


caſioned by the agitations of mind. 
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viii THE TIRANUSTATon's 


ſhe ſuffer'd in writing the former 


work, unhappily for-me, and for 
our children, put a period both 


to the attempt, and to her liſe. 
As none could be better acquainted 


with her ſtyle than myſelf, I: was: 


encourag'd to proſecute what ſhe 
had begun, for my own benefit, 


and for that. of my family; and.! 


flatter myſelf, that I too ſhall meet 
with candor from the public. 
With diffidence 1 began this taſk; 
with fear, with labour, and re- 


| peated touches, I have. proſecuted. 


this piece of religious and moral 
painting; and. at length have 


brought theſe, velumes.tc to a con- 
155 cluſion. > Wy 4. 171 ein 


Mr. rn 3 recetv. oy . 
from his 'Mess1AaH' the honour 


of being efteem'd the MIL To of. 


Germany, N eonfider'd as 
having completed what tliat fa- 
vourite ſon of tlie Britiſh muſe- 
had left unfiniſh'd. I ſhall not 
here examine, whether the beau- 
ties of the MESS IAH equal thoſe” 
of PARADISE Los. It is ſuf- 

ficlent ſor me here to obſerve, 
that MILTox's PARADISE Re-- 

Salo, or, in other words, 
his Mzs$s 14H, though far from 
being deſtitute of merit, is uni- 

verſally allow'd to fall much be- 
low the work which has done 

ſuch honour to his country; 
and is acknowledg'd to be defi- 
cient in that unbounded inven- 

tion, that beautiful machinery, 8 
and variety of characters, which 
diſtinguiſn the firſt and more vi- 

Sorous effort of his genius; and 
1 


1 —— 
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Tux TRANSLATOR 


has juſtly plac'd the name of, 
Miro in the ſame rank with 
that of the Father of the Epic 


muſe. But this is not all, Pa RA- 
DSE REOGAIN'D not only wants: 


theſe diſtinguiſhing excellencies 
of an Epic Poem; but can 


ſcarcely be ſaid, in any degree, 
to anſwer the title; it being en- 


tirely confin'd to the tem ptations 
in the wilderneſs, and on the pin- 


nacle of the te. 


Mr. 3 Mast an 
is form'd upon a more extenſive 
and important plan, and includes 
the ſufferings, death, and re- 
ſurrection of ,ChRIsT ;: and as 
that gentleman propoſes to con- 


tinne the work till the Mzs- 


SIAH'S, wiüpie aſcent, into Hea- 


yen, it will then, in the ori- 


ginal, be conſidered as a com- 


plete Epic Poem: for it abounds 


in ſtrength of invention, in grand 


imagery, and in a great variety of 


characters; ſome of which are 


entirely new, and all of them ap- 


pear well ſupported. He parti- 


cularly ſhines in his deſcriptions 


and ſpeeches, in which there is 
ſometimes an amazing ſublimity, 
that ſeems impoſſible to be tranſ- 
ſus'd, with ſuch force and energy, 
into Nb language. | 


- EG a. 


As to the merit of this attempt, 
I have little to ſay, that will be 
determin'd by the judgment of the 


public. I can only alledge, that, 
I have endeavour'd, to the utmoſt 
of my power, to do juſtice to the 
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ſpirit of the original: but in all 
human attempts, perfection, and 
imperſection, only eonſiſt in being 
leſs or more ĩmperfect. If, there - 
fore in deſeribing things beyond 
«© the viſible diurnal ſphere,” I 


have ſometimes been incapable of 3 


ſablimity of the excellent origi- 
nal; or if in giving the ſpeechcs 


of the high hoſt ef Heaven, l. 


have been unable to find words. 
capable of expreſſing the glowing 
fervor of a ſeraph, every pious, 

every good - natur'd mind, I flat- 


ter myſelf,” will: excuſe the deſi- 


tion of this work, I have fre- | 


quently been fill'd with ſenſations 


too big, too ſublime forutterance ; 
but happy will it be, if, where I 


have been unable to reach my 


own: ideas, this work raiſes, ſuch. 
great: and inexpreſſible ſenſations 


ef n- n 


Hs ft; 


| T cannot: ens this 8 


without returning my thanks to 


thoſe Gentlemen and Ladies who 


were pleas d to honour me with 


their ſubſcriptions to the two firſt 
volumes: ſome of whom, from 


motives of humanity, exerted 


themſelves with à warmth: that 


did honour to their characters, 


and others ſubſcrib'd in ſo gene- 


rous a manner, that I might be 


eharg'd with ingratitude, were I 
not thus publickly to acknow- 
ledge the favours I receiv d. 
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Mr. Krors rock has ſince 


publiſhed a third volume in Ger- 


man, which we have alſo tranſ- 


lated into Englith:: 4 This treats: 


of the great events which accom- 


panied and followed the cruci- | 
fixion of our Lon, till he aps 


peared before his ſorrow ful diſci- 
ples; andi a fourtli volume, which 
will doubtleſs conelude the work, 
will carry it to his glorious aſcen- 
fion, and 0 triumph ant entrance 
intolthe Heaven of Heavens. 
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DIVINE POETRY. 


IEE public have a right to 


| expect that the painter, 


who ſubmits his pi®ture to their 
judgment, ſhould hang it up, 


and go away in ſilence. This 
rule J have carefully obſerv d., 


and, mingling with the ſpecta- 


* 


tors, have held my peace, and : 
improv'd by their obſervations. 
Still would I proceed in the ſame 


manner, and only take afide ſuch 
of the ſpectators as are willing to 


U 


hear me, and place them in a 


ſituation, in which, I imagine, 
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they. will. ufer ten o mer 


1 
e 


point of . view., My,,defign, is 
not here confin'd. to the Mes- 1. 
SHAH; but to faced! Pr er 


198 it} T6017 


Tam very ſenſible that, by <a Z 
means, 1 expoſe myſelf to double 
danger; firſty by.ſlightly touch- 7 


ing a ſubject that would require 


a volume, and by boldly. remind- R 
ing-my judges of what they have. 


a right to. expect. from thoſe, who 


undertake, to Siye others a nore 


ſublime view of. religion. But. 
notwithſtanding. this, and, in. 


ſpight of my averſion to engaging... 
in works of. criticiſm,, the, hopes. © 
of being, of uſe to ſome, and of 


N 


giving pleaſure to others, haye 


5 | 


On Drvins Po win vvit 


enabletl me to ſurmount every 
_ difficulty, But, before I enter 
upon this ſubject, it ſeems previ- 
ouſly neceſſary to conſider, whe- 
ther it be allowable for poets to 
form their plans upon religious 
ſubjects. This may be doubted 
by ſome truly pious Chriſtians; 
I. hall therefore anſwer it with 
that reſpect which I ſhall always 
entertain for every good and up- 
| __ mind. R 5 1 115715 5 
1 n 7 
L That part of ld which | 
relates to facts, chiefly confiſts of 
outlines that were once: fll'd up. 
and form d great and finiſh d pic- 
tures. Theſe beautiful outlines 
the poet carefully ſtudies; and. 
adds thoſe bold touches, and live- 
ly calourings which be imagines. 
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xviii ON DTVI NE PoETRY. 


moſt ſaitable to the deſign. Thus 


the whole, though regulated by 
the out- lines, is, in a great mea- 


Fare, a picture form'd from the 
imagination of the poet. Yet in 


this he does no more than others, 
who draw different conſequences 


from the unhiſtorical paſſages of 


revelation; and the conduct of 


both is equally! allowable. 


But others may, from à fill. 


more tender regard for religion, 
object, that nothing foreign ſhould 


ever be mix'd with divine revela- 
tion, leſt the poet, by the force 
of his enchanting art, ſhould make 


us forget that We are reading 2. 


work of imagination; and that, 
in an affair of ſuch infinite im- 


portance as religion, it is not al- 


On'Pivins PokrRY. xix 


jowable to miſlead men, by mak 
ing them miſtake fictions for re- 


alities. To thoſe who ſeriouſly 


make this objection, F anſwer, the 


_ circumſtances which, either from 


the fervor of the heart, or the 
warmth of imagination, are, with 


all the appearance of truth, ad- 


ded to the hiſtory, can never be 
prejudicial to the cauſe of virtue: 
for, if ever they be capable of be 


ing ſo, they muſt plainly appear 


fictitious, and not founded in 


1 and nature. 


5 — 


1E knen t be wii for the 
poet to unfold and itfaftrate what 


i ahr by rect . y 
be farther aft, Under what 
circumffances, he may be per- 


mitted to make uſe of materials 
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drawn from religion? To this I 
anſwer, that theſe eircumſtances 
are determined by nothing leſs 
than the end and deſign of religion 


itſelf. In ſacred poetry a part of 


the plan and ſuperſtructure muſt 
depend on the genius and taſte of 
the poet; but another, and per- 
haps the moſt; eſſential, muſt ariſe 
from his religious turn of mind. 
His being well acquainted with 
tac maler of religion in 2 geperal, 


all its e ee are _—C | 
its truths muſt alſo be deeply im- 
preſs d on his heart. But before 
I enlarge on theſe ſentiments, and - 
ſhew the numerous moral effects 


that flow from them, it is proper 


to. beſtow a few reflections on the 
genius and tafte every perſon. 


Ox Divix E PoxTRY. xxi 


mould poſſeſs, 'who' attempts to 
diftinguith bimfeft in ſacred 


ag N een 
GEM he * 14 14 * 4 j Fa 3 3 15 


18 N 7. + ? 
6 = 


£ * 
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eile of m y readers are well 


Seabees with the beauties of 
poetry, and know the various 
moral views it is capable of an- 
fwering. Views which it ought 
always to have, though it is often 
without them. They know what 
the world, from the moſt en- 
Aighten'd judge, down to the low. 
eſt imitator, expect from the 
fublimer ome of poetry. "They 


tom d to "Felton," hold 'as 
| infallible, not the judgment of 
haſty eriticiſm, but that of the 
public, confirm'd: by time; and 
are convinc'd Fe what men call 


F ˙mẽLmꝛä m ˙-⁰». n * 
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eriticiſm, is often only igno- 
rance, poſitiveneſs, partiality, 
and faſhion. They are per- 
ſuaded, that more juſt and per- 
fect rules of writing may be learnt 
from a few lines of VIRGIL, or 
from thoſe who deſerve to be 


rank'd with him, than: from all 
the books of criticiſm, in the 
world. | 


But there are other . | 


who. equally deſerve our reſpec, 
that know little of all this, how 


much ſoeyer they may deſerve to 
know it. Theſe are they who 


are guided only by the, pure un- 
© bias'd ſentiments of nature, and a 
good heart. As they are the 
moſt numerous, the author of a 
ſacred poem muſt particularly 


DON Driy INE PoE TRV. | xxiii 


write for them; and it is for 
their ſakes I make the following 
few remarks on the moſt ſublime 
kind of poetry, in order to thew 
- how uit ſhould be employ'd on 
religious ſubjects. What I ſhall 
offer on this head, ſhall be re- 
ducd to the: bellen hort 
ee e 


L 


| mY piece of ſublime poetry 1s 2 
work of genius, in which ſtrokes 
of wit are to be ſparingly us'd, 


There are maſter- pieces of wit 
that neither reach the heart, nor 
flow from it; but a genius with- 
out the tender feelings of the 
heart, is very imperfect. | 


wy 


XXIV ON DiIvI NE PoE TRY. 


The higheſt and utmoſt effect 
- of genius, is to move the whole 
ſoul. We may here ariſe, by 
gradual ſteps, to ſtronger and ſtill 
0 ſtronger ſenſations. This is the 
| grand theatre of the ſublime. 


6 


| | + Whoever thinks there is but 

on - little difference between cauſing 

| gentle emotions in the ſoul, and 
| | ſtrongly agitating all its powers, 

9 ; _ has too mean an idea of that im- 

I! mortal ence. 

i 

| He who would thus move the 


| | ſoul, muſt, with the finger of 


| ; harmony, touch every firing, 

| E wha force ſuited to the nature 

[ _ of each; for the ſmalleſt error 

| is here perceiv'd, He who duly 

1 R 
J 
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cvnſiders atis wilt I "repent 
His labour 1 in wide gan 4 

Sober wy Kuewefigut poet 
produces ſenſations that can nei- 
ther be rais'd by the ſtrongeſt 
philoſophic conviction; nor yet 


by any other ſpecies of poetry; 
ſenſations that, from the ſtrength 


and duration of their impreſſions, 


reſemble thoſe we receive from 
the living examples of the moſt 


illuftrious of mankind. 


, 4 


Sublime poetry is utterly inca- 


pable of corrupting the heart, by 


_ dazzling repreſentations that lead 
to vice; no ſooner does it attempt 
this, than it changes its very na- 
ture: for mankind, however de- 
baſed, can neyer feel all the pow- 


B 


o - 


ri On, D1vIN® POETRY. 


ers of the ſoul moy'd: at once, by 
what is not ſtrictly virtuous. 


The ultimate end of ſublime 
poetry, and the true mark of its 
value, is moral beauty. This is 
alone ſufficient to charm and ani- 
mate the ſoul. The divine poet 


muſt raiſe us above all narrow, 


mean, and contracted views, and 
draw us ſtrongly with a rapturous 
ſtream. He muſt deeply impreſs 
on our minds the idea of our im- 
mortality, and that we are capable 


of arriving even in this life, at a 


high degree of virtue and intellec- 


tual happineſs. The man rais'd 


to this height, is the only quali- 


yd reader, and competent judge 


of divine poetry. 


1 
— 
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Man may here, even without a 
Tevelation, make great advances. 
_ Homsx, ſetting aſide his mytho- 
logy, which was not his own in- 
vention; abounds with excellent 
moral precepts. But when divine 
revelation becomes our guide, we 
aſcend from a hill that riſes upon 
the top of a mountain. | 


„bond 8 Night Thoughts is, 
perhaps, a work that has the merit 
of having fewer faults than any 
other. If we take from him what 
he ſays as a Chriſtian, SocRATESV 
remains; but how does the 
Chriſtian riſe above Soc KA Exs'd | 


The following remarks will not, 
perhaps, be ſuperfluous, with re- 
ſpect to the obſervation 1 have ſtill 


1 
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to offer on the nature of divine | 


04“ 


We attribute to the ſoul, as its 
higher faculties, judgment, ima- 
gination, and volition: all which 
the poet muſt addreſs in perfor- 
mances of a ſublime nature. 


He muſt place before the judg- 
ment: ſuch truths as moſt deſerve 
to be know n, and which are alone, 
or at leaſt, beſt felt and under- 
flood, by the Din and 9 9 9 5 : 
mind. : b 

'T 0 the imagination he muſt oft- 
ner paint thoſe objects that com- 
poſe the great and awful beauties 
of nature, than ſuch as only gen- 
tly ſooth the ſoul; and in draw- 
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ing theſe he will beſt ſucceed, 


when, from the fire of his own 


imagination, he feels the ideas he 
would excite. 


And, to influence the will, 
which is a leading power of the 
ſoul, he will introduce ſuch ſenti- 


ments as raiſe, expand, and e eno- 


ble the heart. 


His Jef ignis morcexiens ve than 
Wrede, 2 ſingle paſſion, while the 


reſt are lull'd to ſleep. He is 


not contented with affording his 


readers a more pleaſing amuſe- 
ment, and decoy ing us into an in- 


dolent approbat ion: but by a 


maſter - piece of ſkill he lays before 
us views, at which, by a ſudden 


and powerful touch, he makes 
| 3 


| 
| 


1 
i, 
ty 
if 
1. 
{ 
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us ery. out with joy, ſtand im- 


moveably fix'd in aſtoniſnment, 
or fill'd with grief and terror, turn 
8 N tremble, and 1 8855 


7 A eritic will ſcarce venture to 


inveſtigate the cauſes that produce 


ſuch ſudden and powerful effects; 


cauſes and eſſects Jo variouſly de- 


licate, and which have ſuch ma- 


nifold relations to each other, that 


it is inſinitely difficult juſtly to un- 


ravel them; and were this even 


done, none but a ſagacious reader, 
of a peculiar taſte, would be able 
to underſtand him. This the poet 
alone knows; he knows ſtill more: 
but ſhould he increaſe his Know- 
ledge, it would not add to his 
poetic: abilities. However this 
unravelling of the cle will lead us 
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thro' the whole labyrinth, and 


though from the fineneſs of the 


thread we are ex pos d to conti- 
nual danger of miſtakes, we ſhalt 
Rill endeavour to follow it. 


The moſt difficult point is for 
both the author and reader of a 
large facred poem fully to com- 
prehend, and form a true judg- 
ment of the whole plan. It is hert 
eſſentially neceflaty for the poet to 
conduct his work with ſimplicity, 
and to connect it with variety, in 

an agreeable manner, to one great 

end: to give a'certain. ſublimity 
to the reigning idea of the poem: 
to teach the juſt limits of daring 

flights of invention, without going 
beyond them: to introduce new 

characters, ſo great and amiable, 
"TY 2 
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'that it ſhall appear ſtrange they 
ſhould be ſtill new; to make the 
principal occurrences go hand in 
hand with the reader, and the 
epiſodes attend on the main de- 
ſign; bearing a near, but yet a ſub- 
ordinate relation to it, and mani- 
feſtly forming a part of its train. 
There is alſo a certain order re- 
quir'd in the conſtruction of the 
plan, in which, art, ly ing cover'd 
in its moſt ſecret ambuſn, produces 
the more powerful effects, in pro- 
portion as it is concealed. This 
ſecret order ſhould be obferyed in 
the connection and proper change 
of thoſe ſcenes in which either 
truth, imagination, or the paſſions 
are chiefly to preſide; and theſe 
ſcenes are to introduce, to fupport 
or to raiſe each other, ſo. as to 


7 
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add to the force, the dignity, the 


beauty and. harmony'of the whole. 


Thus when the: poet in ſome im- 
portant part of his. work deſigns: 
ſtrongly to affect the ſoul, he 


will perhaps proceed unobſerv'd 


in the following manner. If he 


would have all this performed by 


the plan, he will ſay, in order: 


ſtrongly to affect the mind, I 


gradually riſe, that every ſtep 


may prepare for what is to fol- 
lowW. In order to fill my readers 
with a ſorrow mixed with ſilent 
aſtoniſhment, I muſt inſenſibly 
encompaſs them with ſorrowful 
images. L muſt firſt. remind 


them of certain truths: that open 


the ſoul, to the reception of the 
laſt and moſt, powerful impreſ- 


fions, and after having for. ſame: 


B 53 
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time paſs'd by filent tombs ſtill 
ſtrewed with flowers, I ſhall come 
to the deep and open grave fill'd. 
with the dead. Were 1 abruptly: 
to bring them thither, they would 
be rather ſtunned than fill'd with 
ſtrong ſenſations. I heſe prepara- 
tions belong to my plan, and 
therefore I muſt thus arrange them. 


The ſublime, when, in this man- 
ner, carried to its full maturity 
and perfection, agitates the whole 
foul, and has the greateſt effect on 
him, who being accuſtomed to 
lofty ideas, ſeldom wonders; but 
when he does, is fill'd with higher 
admiration than little minds are 
capable of feeling: while ſouls of 
a ſecond order are ſo affected by 
certain flrokes, that they cannot 
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be ſo properly ſaid to feel as to 


ſnudder. The powers of the foul: 
_ a@inſuch harmony, that, ifT may 


_ uſe the expreſſion, they continual=- 
ly flow into each other, and one 


being powerfully ſtruck, the ſen= 


fation is communicated to all. The 
poet raiſes an. image : he gives it 
ſuch propriety, that it charms the 
underſtanding; and befides, adds 
certain touches that reach the 
Heart. Simple truths, which only 
ſeem fit to affect the judgement, 


in his hands aſſume the pleaſing. 


appearance of images, adorned. 
with ſuch dignity. and ſublimity, 
that they raiſe the nobleſt affec- 
tions of the mind,. which beam 
out, and become virtues. It is the 
Heart that is here affected, and 
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how ſuddenly does it kindle into 

a flame! the whole ſoul becomes 
expanded, the imagination is a- 
wakened, and all our ideas exalt- 
ed and enlarged. For tho! ſome 
paſſions diſturb the- powers of 
thought, yet, in general, the 
heart, on being ſtrongly moved, 
excites juſt, ſublime, and noble 
ideas. Hence ariſe new ſources of 
harmony in the ſoul, new thoughts, 
new ſenſations, new deſigns, and 
new reſolutions. | 


But to this elevation frequently 
adheres a certain degree of medio- | 
crity. We feel it, and long to riſe 
higher: the ſoul is not ſatisfy'd : 
it requires ſtill more: religion is 
wanting, which is alone capable 
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of filling and ſatisfying its moſt: 
capacious deſires; and we were: 
yet only in the e where we- 
ourſelves. have diſcovered truth. 
Happy is. he whoſe knowledge, 
| whoſe ideas. and ſenſations, are- 
extenſive: but how. much. happier. 
is the man who. has begun to un- 


derſtand and feel the ſublime: 


truths. of religion !. 


Revealed religion may be com- 


par'd to an human being full of, 


life, health and vigour, though in 
many religious tracts, of great uſe 
in their kind, it appears no more 
than a meer ſkeleton, The poet 
aſpires. to imitate revelation, as 
he endeavours to imitate nature: 
but though revelation follows na- 
ture in moving, the heart, yet the 


. 


W T2 pas — 


* * 2 . . 1 of Y 2 X 
„ 5 
hs 23 ce ER 2 — EEG: For * 


_ 8 PT = RO l 
.. ͤã ² c 2 2 RT PE 2 wi RS ELLE. tA —— : : b 


PPP 


* 
* Ar- . HY N 8 
— 


6A ˖˙ . —— 


3 
”» AS >< —_— 
. — —— 


1 

1 ri 
. 
| 
| 
j 
it 
41 
4 
1 
1 
if 


— . — 2 
ä x «99 . 


8 . Da 0 4 * M WAS,” RS BY 
r. TDD 


” 
FI 1 


* ————— — 


wy ET 
— 


— —— — 


— 


— An oy 


——_— oO — —-—'a ä 
Ra 7 "FL, 
, 


Xxxviii ON Divu xk Por txt; 


. zdditionnt means it et to render 


us more virtuous and happy, are 
far more ſublime. Sacred Poetry 
demands a much nobler theatre, 

and is govern'd by the plan of re- 
velation. But a poem built on a 


particular hiſtory of the Old Te- 
tament, ſhould be conſtructed on 


a different plan from one that is 


connected with: the eſſence and 
whole of religion. In ſacred po- 


etry the majeſtic dignity both of 
the characters and the actions con- 


ſtitute, perhaps, its greateſt diffi- 


cultres, and many arguments may 
be brought againſt. introducing. 


| Gov as ſpeaking at all. In reve- 


lation he is repreſented ſpeaking. 
in 2 two-fold manner; ſometimes. 
- contife language, 


he uſes very concik | 
eſpecially under his majeRtic cha- 


ON D1vine PoEgTRY. xxxim: 


racter of Creator and Judge of 
the world; but he is more fre- 
quently. introduced ſhewing man- 
kind the cauſes of his judgments; 
and the conditions of obtaining. 
his favour. This dignity and pro- 
priety ſhould alſo be preſerv'd in 
thoſe images by which the poet 
repreſents the actions of Gop, and 
he ſhould carefully keep cloſe to 
revelation in ſuch paſſages as are 
peculiarly ſacred. Even the un- 
der characters in a:divine poem 
muſt have a ſuitable dignity: for 


fuch characters and actions as 


properly claim a place in other- 
epic poems, are juftly excluded! 
TT of ee nature. 


The hiQbries oiitithel 11 whe! 
Bible, * fal y thoſe chat have 
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no relation to the effential-parts of 
religion, mention only a few of 
the great events, while the reſt 
muſt ever be concealed. from ms; 
at leaſt in this world; and ſome 


of thoſe We are favoured with, are 
told in ſo conciſe a: manner, that 


we muſt neceſſarily form in our 
minds ſome idea of the: eircum- 
ſtances, before we can fully un- 
derſtand them; and this affords 
ground for probable ficti ion in ge- 
neral. Certain truths, not neceſ- 
ſary to be known in this life, are 
alſo ,reveal'd in ſuch a manner, 
that they appear like hints of far- 
ther truths. to be diſcovered by 


reflection; and ſuch, diſcoveries 


are not only within the province 


of ſagred poetry; but even fic- 
tions may be fopndeg 1 en them. 
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Some critics. are 'very liberal in 
permitting poets, where hiftory is 
_ deficient, to build on tradition 
and conjecture: but the ſacred 
poet muſt be more cautious than 
others, and take particular care 
not to introduce any thing con- 
trary to the truth, and to feign, 
We: RUIN: of it. 


Divine . conſiſts of 
precepts, events, and prophecies, 
intermix'd with moral truths. 
Though theſe are, in general, de- 
liver'd pretty clearly, there are 
many paſlages that require deep. 
meditation. But it is very extraor- 
dinary, that interpreters ſhould 
err in giving the ſenſe of thoſe- 
paſſages that are clear and plain, 


no leſs than in thoſe that are ab- 
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ruſe and difficult.. I do not here 
call conjecture error; for where a 
paſſage of ſeripture calls for it, we 
may certainly be allow'd to offer 
our conjectures, eſpecially if this 
be done with modeſty. But with 
regard to probability and certain- 
ty, the ſacred poet ſhould make it 
a rule to deliver, in their full force, 
ſuch reveal'd moral truths as par- 
ticularly riſe above thofe that are 
merely philoſophical. Revelation, 
though ſolemn and ſublime, has 
nothing in it that appears moroſe 
and gloomy: it is 'rherefore cal- 
culated to infpire a pleafing and 
Chearful piety. Again, ſome ſacred 
tranſactions do not require the 
embelliſhments of fancy, while 
others ſeem to demand it: as for 
inſtance, the following paſſage; 
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Many bodies of the faints that 
„ ſlept aroſe after his reſurrec- 
“ tion, and came into the "THY, 
6s and. PW unto: a0 


| | Where bh. lepton 
is A ey, the poet ſhould fol- 
low the general rule obſerv'd by 
the interpreters of Scripture, 'and! 
deliver the accompliſhinent in the 
fame manner as that in-which the 
prophets foretold it. My ſteries 
mould be deliver'd with the great. 
eſt ſimplicity, except where they 
relate to hiſtorical facts, and in all 
thoſe chat have à relation to the 
ſhould be extremely eautibus not 
to deviate from revelation. 


Wen I obferv'd that a poet 
Hould imitate: revelation as he: 
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would imitate nature, I did net 
mean in the ſtyle and dition; but 
in the prineipal plan of religion, 
the grand and wonderful oecur- 
rences already paſt, and the till 
more wonderful yet to came; 
the edifying truths, the riking 
dignity, the amazing ſublimity of 
revelation; join d with the moſt 
_ amiable ſimplicity, the moſt car- 
neſt ſeriouſneſs, and the moſt ar- 
dent love: theſe, and the like 
beauties of revelation, as far as the 
powers of the human mind can 
reach, ſhouldbecareſully imitated. 
This is very different from imi- 
tating the ſtyle of the prophets in 
their maſter- pieces of eloquence, 
and energy of expreſſion. 


| The Greeks, the Romans, and 
che French, have all their ſhort 
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golden age of polite literature; ; 
and I do not know why we have 


not given one to the Engliſh: they 


have long had maſter-pieces, and 

| theſe: have not ' ceaſed with 
GLovER. The golden age of the 
Hebrews is of much longer dura- 
tion, as it begins with Mos Es, or 


Jos zu and among them we find 
two different kinds of ſtyle; the 
caſtern ſty le in een , Gat 


| ns an 


Pr 
— * 


$a bes den which 


are beyond the ſphere of the vi- 
ſible cation, are brought ii into it 


by revelation, and muſt be drawn 
in d männer fuitable to human 


: conceptions. For this there are 


ſufficient grounds, as ĩt is probable : 


that finite ſpirits; particularly em- 
ployed in 


an 


in che Viſible world, have 
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ſome kind of corporeal vehicles; 
and that thoſe employed in admi- 
miniſtering to the redemption of 
man ſhould be inveſted with-ethe- 
rial bodies, in ſome degree re- 
ſembling that of the REDEEMER. 


The ſaered poet has here a new 
ſeene open d to his imagination, 
andi may advance nearer to his 
great end, by 8 wing f uch touches 

to his Characters, as at once em- 
ploy the underſtanding, and affect 
the heart. Simplicity and ſublimi- 


Uh. maſt 204 ret pork 
Bass 

What, aftcnithing. tracþ-:.does 
revelation offer to the mind how 


| natiy = ſublimity;!. and ;how great 
is their. variety! Each, branch af- 


forgs, a Made, under which the 
aT traveller may repoſe; and 
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inhale the breath of life. © Be ye 
0 perfect, as your FATHER who 
jg in Heaven is perfect, ſays 

the great founder of our religion. 
When the poet would not deliver 

ſuch exhortations in vain, he muſt 

expreſs them in ſuch a manner as 


at once to affect both the judg- 
ment and the heart. 


Im every Thedies of oratory. the 
higheſt view of the maſter, and 
the effect expected by the hearer, 
is giving ſtrong emotions to the 
ſoul. Doing this by the force of 
religion is à ne. ſpecies: of the 
ſublime, which, without revela- 
tion, would be involv'd in clouds. 
Here both the poet and his reader 
may | certainly. know, Whether 
they are Chriſtians; for he can be 
nothing leſs who here moves oun 
whole ſoulsz; ner he who finds 
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kimſelf thus moved: for how fhall 
a poet of the greateſt genius, with- 
out feeling the ſtrong impreſſions 
of religion; without an upright 
heart, glowing with all the fervor 
of piety, produce in our minds the 
moſt tively and devout ſenſations? 


Where the protended Pre- 
thinker, and the Chriſtian who 
only underſtands half of his reli- 

gion, ſee only a ſpacious heap of 

ruins, the true Chriſtian beholds a 

magnificent temple. And how can 

the former ſet more han ruins, 
when a ſmall miſtake in the view, 
to his perverted ſight, changes 
magnificence into confuſion? It re- 
quires more than the knowledge of 
mythology to underſfand and feel 
the beauties of Ho MER, and much 
more: than philoſophy to reliſn 
the ſublime graces of revelation. 


THE 


FIRST BOOK 


MESSIAH, 
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THE ARGU MEN . 
TheMEss1An, withdrawing from the mul- 
titude, aſcends the mount of Olives; and, 
in a ſolemn prayer, repeats his promiſe 
to undertake the redemption of mankind. 
He ſends GABR1EL to preſent his petiti- 
ons to the MosT Hicu. The ſeraph 
proceeds through a path illuminated by 
ſuns; and, reaching Heaven, hears a ſong 
of praiſe, ELoa meets GABRIEL, and 
conducts him tg the altar of the Mzs51- 
erf; upon -whieh he-offers incenſe, The 
omnipotent FATHER at length opens 
with his thunders the holy ſanctuary. A 
_ diſcourſe between EL and URIM, on 
the prophetic viſions ſeen in that ſacred 
place. Gop ſpeaks. FLoa proclaims his 
more p ticular orders. GABRIEL is 
ſent to the angels of the earth, and to 
thoſe of the ſun, He deſcends to the earth 
and finds the Mts5s1au aſleep, addreſſes 
him, and then proceeds to the guardian 
angels of the earth, who reſide in its cen- 
tre ; where he finds the ſouls of infants, 
which are there prepared for Heaven. 
Thence he aſcends to the ſun ; where he 
ſees the ſouls of the patriarchs, with 
UKxz1zr, the angel of that orb. 
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BOOK I. 


YNSPIR? D by thine immortality, 
riſe my ſoul, and ſing the honours 


of thy great REDEEMER: honours ob- 
tain'd in hard adverſity's rough ſchool 


-obtain'd by ſuffering for the ſins and 


woes of others, himſelf ſinleſs. Re- 
count, with humble gratitude, thoſe 
guiltleſs ſufferings, the bitter conſe- 
quences of love to man's degenerate 
race. In vain SATAN rag'd againſt 
the Lokp's ANoIN TED: in vain Judea 
ſet herſelf againſt him; he accompliſh'd, 
in his humanity, the great . of our 
redemption. 


O work divine, 3 ah 


| * to the OMNIPRESENT Gop.! May 


the muſe preſume, with awful diſtance, 
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to penetrate the ſecret veil that ſur- 
rounds thee, and feeble man attempt thy 
' praiſe ! Can a weak mortal explain thy 
heights, thy depths? Aſſiſt me, O thou 
divine. SPIRIT, before whom I ſup- 
pliant bow ! lead and inſpire me, that 
full of rapture—full of thee, I may pe- 
netrate the depths profound of heavenly 
wiſhes contemplate the glorious plan 
of mantis tedemption, through the ob- 
ſcurityc of ages paſt, and enlighten'd by 
thy revelations, in exalted ſtrains, diſ- 
play the great Mess Ats s love to 
 Anan's ruin'd race. 
- Rejoice, ye ſons of n in the ho- 
nour beſtow'd on man. He who was 
before all worlds: he who ſpake this 
viſible creation into being. came down 
to earth as your RRDEEMERI Hear 
and join my ſong, ye noble few, ye 
favourites of the amiable ME DIATOR; 
inſpir'd by his example, with filial 
love, with devout piety, tread the path 
of life, and with humble hope, wait 
for tlie rich rewards of virtue, when 
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crown'd with glory and array'd in 


righteouſneſs, he again ſhall deſcend, 


and come to judge the world. 

Near Jeruſalem, once the city where 
Gop diſplay'd his grace; once the 
nurſe of the holy prophets, though ſhe: 
had now. thrown away the erown of 
high election, and was become an altar 
of blood, ſhed by murderers; the divine 
MEssIan withdrew from the multi- 
tude, and ſought retirement. He con- 
ceal'd himſelf from a people, who, tho? 


they had. paid him honours, ſtrewing 


his path with branches of palm, and 
ſhouting forth his praiſes in loud ho- 
ſannahs, receiv'd him not with the 
ſingleneſs of heart that pleaſeth the all- 
piercing eye of Gop, Looking for a, 
temporal king, array'd in earthly glo- 
ries, and the vain pageantry of mortals, 
they ſet at nought Gop's great Vice- 
gerent: to ſee their SAVIOUR under: 
the form of a Carpenter's ſon, their eye. 
Was too dim, their faith too weak, 
From Heaven Gop himſelt had de- 
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ſcended. A mighty voice proclaim- 
ing, I have glorify'd my Sox, and will 
again glorify him, announc'd the pre- 


ſent Deity. But blinded. by their luſts, 


they deſpis'd his miſſion, and refus'd to 
accept him as the MkEssiAn, whoſe 
coming was foretold by the holy pro- 


phets. From theſe, ſlow of heart, 


Is us withdrew, | 

On the fide where the ſun firſt gilds 
Jeruſalem with his beams, riſes a 
mountain, whoſe top the holy Me- 
DIATOR had often Hhonour'd with his 
preſence, when during the ſolitary 
night, he, wakeful, ſpent his hours in 
fervent prayer. Thither he now went 
to offer up his ſupplications to the eter- 
nal FATHER, and once more to declare 
his ſull, his free reſolution to ſanctify 


the favour'd ſons of men. Jonn, his 


belov'd diſciple, follow'd him as far as 
the ſepulchres of the prophets, inten» 
ding to watch the tedious night with 
his divine friend ; but to the ſummit of 


the mountain Fesvs aſcended alone. 


. ͤ 
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Around him POS the Edit light 
of facrifices, flaming to appeaſe the DE- 
ITY, on high. Moria; where, ignorant 
of the ſalvation offer d them by the di- 
vine MESSENGER of God, they ſhed the 
blood of bulls and of goats, as an atone- 
ment for the ſins of the people. Vain ob- 
lations, without renovation of heart, and 
amendment of life! Here he reſted, 
where the olive ſpreads her refreſhing 
ſhade and gentle breezes hover'd round. 
GABRIEL, the ſeraph ſent: from hea- 
ven to the MzsstAk, to execnte his 
orders on earth, now ſtood between 
two perfume - breathing cedars, contem- 
plating on the ſalvation of man, and the 
triumphs of eternity. Jeſus paſs'd by. 
GABRIEL knew the time of man's re- 
demption was at hand, and fill'd with. 
108 rapture, thus addreſs'd the Mess1-- 
; Wilt thou, O divine Saviour: 
a8 in wilt thou again ſpend the 
loneſome night in prayer? Or do thy 
_ weary limbs demand repoſe ?. Here 
Th © 8 
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the nd; ſtretches forth her, S ver- 
dant arms to ſhelter thee; ; and | here the 
fragrant ; ſhrubs. breathe how ſweets. 
Shall I of that ſoft moſs. prepare a couch 
on which thou may'ſt reſt thy ſacred 
head? O thou... compaſſionate Rx- 
DEEMER ! how art thou ſpent! To 
what ſufferings art thou expos'd from 
thy fervent love to the human race 
Jzsvs anſwered not ; but rewarded him 
with an e look of divine come 
placency. 3 

The MxssiIAn now reach'd _ 
mit of the mountain, This was: the 


confines of Heayen for Gop was there; 


and there Jesvs pray'd. Earth reſound- 


ed, and his voice p2netrated the gates " 


the deep: but it was not the voice of- 
threatnings dreadfully utter'd in ſtorm 
and tempeſt : it was the voice of the 
bleſſed Saviour, ſpeaking peace on. 
earth, good-will. towards man. Earth 


rejoic'd as at the renewal of her. beauty ; 
her hills overſpread with an amiable 


" ſhouted forth . ** but 


\ 
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anly the 1 Farhrn vary 1 bimſelf 


know the whole of the divine peti tion. 


5 This alone the tongue of man can utter. 
- Divine FATHER I the day. of falvas 
tion and heavenly grace; —of ſuffer- 
ing for the ſalvation of man draws near. 
In the ſolitude of eternity, ere the che- 
rubim and ſeraphim were form'd, were 
we together. Fill'd with divine love we 
ſaw. man, ere I, by thy power, form'd 
him of. the duſt—We. ſaw him miſe- 
rable ; the immortal become polluted 
duſt, ſtain'd with fin. Then ſaidſt thou, 
Frail man will fall ; but who by ſuf- 
fering will renew the divine image in 
his ſoul, and by dying fave him from 
death eternal? I. alone offered to per- 
form the arduous taſk, and cry'd, Lo 1 

will do thy gracious will, O Gon! 
Then was formed the glorious 1 et aw- 
ful myſtery of redemption. Eternal Fa- 
THER, thou knoweſt—it is alſo known 
to all the hoſt of Heaven, with what 


ardour Þ have long'd to fulfil the divine | 


work, O earth how waſt thou, before 
8 : 
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my humiliation in this human form, 
my choſen, my belov'd object! and 
thou, O Canaan, facred land, how oft 
has my compaſſionate eye been caſt on- 
thee! At length my heart flutter'd with 
tranſports of joy at my being man, and 

that many righteous ſhall flock to me, 
and all generations through me be able 
to obtain ſal vation. Here I lie, O Hol x 
FaTHER'! and ſtill united to mankind, 
pour out my prayers before thee; but 
ſoon ſhall I, fill'd with amazement, be 


lain by thy juſtice. Already I hear thee, 


O thou JUDGE of the earth—Already 
do J hear thee far diſtant paſſing by 
Already the gloomy garden lies before 
me. Already I ſink before thee in the 
lowly duſt, cover'd with the ſweat of 
death. Behold, O my FaTHxR ! here 
am I ready to ſuffer for man—to die 

that man may live.— Thine anger, thy 
| zuſtice will I ſupport! and become a 
willing ſacrifice for the ſins of men. 


- Yet till am I free: ſtill might I pray to 


thee, to ſend me myriads of celeſtial 


\ 
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ſpirits to duty me back in tclumals 


to thy ſacred throne: but I will ſuffer 
what no ſeraph can what no medita- 


tive cherub can conceive will J ſuffer,-- 


This agonizing death, with all its 


terrors, will I. O ETERNAL, ſuffer! 
Farther he ſaid: I lift my head to the 
heavens, and ſpread mine hands in the 


clouds, and: ſwear, that 1 will redeem 
mankind. | 


Thus bekeche kioly Jesvs; and aroſe. 


In his countenance ſhone ſublimity, fi- 
lial love and reſignation. The ETERNAL 


FaTHER' looking with delight and com- 
placency on his divine Sox, anſwer'd, I 
_ raiſemy head above the higheſt Heavens, 


and ſtretch my hand thro” the immenſi- 
ty of fpace, and ſwear to thee, my belo- 


ved Sox; that T will forgive- the ſins of 


the repentant children of men. 


While the ETERNAL thus ſpake, all 
nature ſhook : ſouls juſt emerging from 
non - exiſtence, which had not yet begun 


to think, trembled, and firſt caught ſen- 


| ſation. Unuſual awe overwhelm'd the 
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heart of the ſeraph; he was agitated , 
like the earth, when ſhe expects an ap- 
proaching tempeſt, The apoſtate ſpirits, 
in the fiery deep, ſhook on their burn- 
ing thrones, in' fearful expectation of 
encreaſing torment. They ſunk lower 
in the bottomleſs pit,” and'on each fell 
an huge maſs of flaming ſülphur. Alt 
Hell reſounded with the execrations of 
theſe malignants, againſt Gon and his 
Ageing, the HOLY JESUS, Bf: 
The Mzss1an ſtilf continued ſtand- 
ing before the ErERNAL FATRHRR. At 
a diſtance GanRIEL lay on his face in 
proſtrate adoration, fill'd with new and 


rapturous contemplations. During the 5 


innumerable ages of his exiſtence, never 


had he felt ideas and ſenfations ſo affect- : 


ing and ſublime. | The infinite love and 
eondeſcenſion of the al mighty FATHER, 
the grace and compaſſion of the great 
REDEEMER, now open'd on his aſto- 
niſh'd mind; The ſeraph aroſe—he 


ſtood amaz'd—he pray's, Joy inex- 


Book I. THE | MESSIAH 13 
From him ifſu'd ſuch refulgent light and 
ſplendor, that the earth melted under 
his feet: when the divine. MEDIATOR, 
| ſeeing the fummit of the, mountain il- 
lumin'd by his brightneſs, ſaid; O 5 
 BRIEL, veil thy luſtre, and remember 
that thou miniſtereſt to me on earth. 
Haſte now to lay this my requeſt be- 


fore my FATHER; that the nobleſt of 


the human race, the bleſfed patriarchs 
and prophets, with all the celeſtial 


ſpirits, may behold that fulneſs of time 


for which they have ſo ardently long'd.. 
There thou needſt not ſhrowd thy glory, 


fince thou wilt appear as the. meſſenger. 


of the MESSIAH. 


Silent the ſeraph, with heavenly grace ; 


and luſtre, aſcended, JEsvs. follow'd 


him with his eyes, tracing his. rapid 
courſe up to. the confines of Heaven. 


Now. the FATHER and the SoN enter'd. 
on diſcourſes myſterious and profound: 


obſcure. even to the immortals: diſ- 
courſes,of things which, in future ages, 


D 


ſhould diſplay, the love of Gon to man, 
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The 3 enter'd the borders of the 
celeſtial world, whoſe whole extent is 
furrounded with ſuns, which, as an ethe- 
rial curtain of interwoven light, extend 
their luſtre around Heaven. No dark 
planet approaches the refulgent blaze. 

Clouded nature flies ſwiftly by, far diſ- 

tant. There the terreſtrial orbs ſeem to 
roll minute and imperceptible, as the 
duſt, the habitation of worms, is ſeen to 
riſe from under the foot of the traveller. 
Around Heaven are a thouſand paths of 
extent immeaſurable, alſo border'd by 
funs. %%% 041 leg ] 
Along the etherial way that leads from 
Heaven to Earth, when firſt created, 
conſtant flow d, from a ſource: celeſtial, 
down to Eden's happy groves, a lucid 
ſtream, thro” which Gop and his angels 
deſcended, . when. they deign'd to hold 
leſt intercourſe with man. But ah ! 
too ſoon the lucid ſtream roll'd back to 
its ſouree: for man, by ſin. polluted, 
had turn'd a rebel to his Gop. The im- 
mortals then no longer * appear d 
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in all their radiant luſtre: they with-- 
drew from a land defac'd by guilt,  and* 
made a prey to death; They left the filent 
hill where yet remain'd the veſtiges of the 
ErERNAI“'s preſence: the: whiſpering 
groves, honour'd by the appearance of 
the MosT HIGH: the ſacred peaceful 
vales, once with pleaſure frequented by 
the youth of Heaven: the umbrageous 
bowers, where the human heart firſt over- 
flow'd with ſweet ſenſations and extatic, . 
grateſul rapture; and where the firft man 
wept for joy that he was thus to live for- 
ever, Thele, theſe the bleſt ſpirits left. 
Curs'd was the earth; it became the ge- 
neral tomb- of 1 its once immortal inhabi- 
tants. But when hereafter, purify'd by 
fire, it ſhall triumphant riſe from its 
aſhes, renew'd in beauty, and Gop, by 
his omnipotent voice, ſhall unite the ter 
reſtrial orbs to the Heaven of Heavens, . 
the world ſhall be one Paradiſe. Then. 
ſhall the etherial ſtream of heavenly 
light again roll from its celeftial ſource, 
and with reſplendent brightneſs flow to 
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a new Eden. Then ſhall. aleanhilies of. 
radiant ſpirits, coming to the earth, fre- 
quent it's lucid banks, and.ſeek ſweet. 
_ communion with the. newimmortals. 
Up this ſacred way GABRIEL now a- 

ſcended, and foon approach'd Heaven, 
the peculiar reſidence. of the Nxvine . 
Glory. 1 

In the. centre of che aſomblage, 5 4 

Heaven riſes into an immenſe dome. 
The Onio of worlds, the ARcH1- 
TYPE of all that is fair and lovely, diffu- 
ſes beauty, in flowing ſtreams, thro' the 
infinite expanſe. The harmonic choirs 
borne on the wings of the wind, to the. 
borders. of. the ſunny arch, chant his 
praiſe, joining the melody of their golden 
harps, While he who looks with com- 
placency and delight on all his works, 
ſmiles benignant, at the 3 of 

their gratitude and love. 

O thou who teacheſt my N to ut 

ter celeſtial ſtrains! aſſociate of angels! 

propheteſs of, Gop! inſtruct me to re- 
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hontle: the eng wen due by the ons 


Hail 8 3 eee the Mo os ＋ 


Hicn diſplays. his majeſty and grace ! 


Here our dazzled eyes behold him un- 
veil'd, and ſhining in unclouded light, 


diffuſing joy and rapture thro' all the 
bleſsd. How. infmite art; thou in all, 
thy perfections, O JeHovan. - Qur, 
ſongs, pour'd forth with grateful fervor,, 
and all the powers of harmony, in vain. 
attempt to extol thine excellence. Loſt. 
in thine· immenſitx, in feeble ſtrains we 
ſtrive to expreſs thy glory. Thou alone 
art perfect Thou alone, from thine eſ-, 
ſential excellence, wert ever. ſublimel y 
happy: nor, can our homage, add to 
| thine underiv'd felicity. Vet, O Mosr, 
GRraciovs! prompted, by thine over= 
flowing, goodneſs, thou, baſt, created, be- 
ings to taſta thy lone, and ſhare thy bliſs! 
Thou Heaven waſt firſt created, then us, 
Heaven's inhabitants. Far waſt thou, 


then from thy birth, thou young ter. 
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reſtrial globe; thou ſun, and thou, O 
moon, the favour'd earth's attendants !'_ 
Firſt born of the material creation, 
what was thine appearance, when, after 
an eternity of ages, Gop deſcended and 
created thee the manſion of his glory? 
Thine immenſe circle calbd to exiſtence 
was ftretch'd ont and aſſutnꝰ'd its glori- 
ous form. The cteative voice went 
forth, with the firſt tumult of the eryſ- 
talline ſeas. Their banks Beard thy 
voice and roſe like terreſtrial worlds. 
Then big with thought, didſt thou, 
Cntatort bNNfPOT AN r, ſit in folitude- 
on thy new exalted throne! Oh hail | 
Bail in joyful tranſports the thoughtful 
Derry Then, then were ye created, 
ye angels, ye cherubim, and ſeraphim, 
incorporeal beings, ſublime in thought, 
and quick to perceive, adoring the won- 
ders of your great CREA TUR! Hallelu- 
jah, a joyful hallelujah we will ineeſ- 
ſantly ſing to the Fixsr or Brines! 
At thy voice ſolitude fled; at thy word 
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the angelic ſpirits aroſe to life and bliſs. 
Hallelujah! 

During the hymn the Mitptaros' $: 
refulgent meſſenger ſtood on one of the 
funs neareſt Heaven. The ETERNAL. 
_ FaTHER rewarded the celeſtial choir. 
with a look. of benignity, and then be- 
held the ſeraph. He alſo attracted the 
eyes of all the heavenly hoſt, and bow- 
ing low in aweful adoration, the firſt of- 
the ſeraphs went to conduct him in ſo- 
lemn ſtate to the facred preſence. His 
name with Go is The CHosEN; but 
by the heavenly hoſt he is cal d ELOA. 
This is the faireſt ſpirit of Heaven: his: 
thoughts are mote ſublime than the en- 
raptur'd foul of man can conceive: his: 
looks more lovely than the vernal morn, 
brighter than the ſtars, when tvĩth youth- 

ful ſplendor they flew from the Crra- 
FoR's forming hand to run their courſes. 
At his creation the ETERNAL reduc 'd: 
the reſplendent crimſon of the morning 
into an etherial body, and the radiant. 

Aauds of Heaven inſtantly gather'd. 
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round him. Gon then with out ſtretch'd. 
arm rais'd him from them, and bleſſing 


him, ſaid, Behold thy CRBA Ton! The 


ſeraph ſtood before him, and ſeeing the 
ETERNAL, view'd him with rapture, till 


he ſunk overpower'd by the refulgent 


brightneſs ef the divine countenance. 
At length he utter'd the new and ele- 
vated ſenſations of his heavenly mind: 

but worlds ſhall periſh, a new ſyſtem be 
rais'd from the duſt, and ages be loſt in, 


eternity, before the moſt exalted Chriſ- 
tian ſhall-fee ſenſations ſo ſublime. 


E oa, who flew-with glowing beams, 


and i in all his. luſtre, to conduct Ga- 


BRIEL to. the altar of the MEDIA TOR, 
knew him far diſtant, and melted into 
pleaſing rapture at the ſigh. of. one with 
whom he had before taken a circuit 
through all the wide creation of Gov, 
viſiting each world with its inhabitants, 
and performing actions not to be i imi- 
tated by the moſt perfect of the race of. 
man, Now to each other known, they, 
Wl. cordial looks of love and FED: 
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arms, fly ſwift into each other's em- 
brace, where they remain tretnulous 
with joy. Thus tremble two virtuous 
brothers, who, after braving death for 
their country, and performing immortal 
deeds, meet, full of heroic ardour, and 
embrace before their {till greater father. 
Goy from afar beheld and bleſs'd them. 
They mov'd towards the celeſtial throne, 
friendſhip giving a brighter glow to their 
'heavenly luſtre, while they :approach'd 

the ſanctuary of Gop. Near the ſeat of 
the divine ſplendor, on a celeſtial mount 
_ reſts the night of the Mosr Hol V. A 
brilliant light encom paſſes the divine 
myſteries; but the inſide is conceal'd 


by a ſacred gloom from the eyes of 


angels; except when Gop himſelf by 
his majeſtic thunder, opens the veil of 


darkneſs, and then the celeſtial ſpecs 


tators behold and adore. 


At the entrance of the ſanctuary, the 
altar of the MEss TAE, like the mount of 


| Gov, inftantly flood unclouded. Thi- 


ther GABRIEL went in feſtal ſ] plendor, 
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carrying two golden cenſers: then ſtood 
rapt in thought. ELoa, who was with 
him, call'd forth from his harp divine 
harmony to prepare the offering ſeraph 
for ſupplications fervent and ſublime. 
The flowing melody fill'd GABRIELE 
with an heavenly tranſport, and ſwell'd 
his labouring thoughts to extaſy. Thus 
the ocean riſes, when the voice of the 
Loxp moves over it with mighty winds. 
The meſſenger of the Mess1AHn then 
rais'd his eyes to Gop, and offer d up 
his petitions. The ETERNAL heard his 
prayer, and with him all the celeſtial 
hoſt. The SUPREME himſelf caus'd a 
deſcending, flame to light the incenſe. 
Fumes of fragrance. then ariſing, a- 
ſcended to Gor as from the earth re- 
ſplendent clouds riſe towards Heaven. 


Gop had fix'd his all-ſeeing,« eyes on 


this terreſtrial globe, Where the RE- 
DEEMER, tranſported with love to man, 
was ſtill engag'd in prayer: but now the 
face. of the ALMIGHTY, beaming with | 
grace and mercy, fill'd all Heayen with 
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| effulgent glory. With filent rapture the 
exalted ſpirits adoring, wait the voice 
: of the Lox. The celeſtial cedars no 
longer wave: the criſtaline ocean lies 
ſilent within its lofty ſhores: the breath- 
ing winds, with expanded wings, ſtop 
within the brazen mountains, While 
all liſten'd expecting the words of the 
ETERNAL, thunder ſuddenly. rolling 
from the ſanctuary, proclaimed the ap- 


proaching anſwer, When it ceas'd the 
veil which cover'd the Moſt High 


open'd to prepare the expecting Hea- 
vens. Then to the mighty ELoa, the 


cherub URIM, rapt in divine con- 


femplations, ſaid, What, O Eroa, 


doſt thou ſee! At this the feraph a- 


roſe, and advancing with ſolemn pace, 
cry'd, I ſee on thoſe golden pillars 
the myſterious tables of preſcience. 


There the book of life is opeg'd by the 


breath of mighty winds. That of the 
general judgment now opens dreadful, 


like the waving banners of hoſtile ſo. 
_ raphs, and threatens deſtruction to all 
the workers of iger The Ar- 
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icht draws back the veil : I ſee, 


VI, the ſacred candleſticks glimmer 


through a ſilver cloud, that reſembles 
the morning dew deſcending onthehills, 
Thus in prophetic viſion ſhine the 
Chriſtians, the future heirs of ſalvation. 
I ſee thouſands and ten thouſands of 


| thoſe golden candleſticks, typical of 


the churches. O URIA] count the 


ſacred number. URI reply'd, We 


can number the worlds, we can count 


the radiant ſeats of the angels, and 
the manſions of the bleſs'd; but not 
the effects of the great. eaten, nor 


the boundleſs -merci.s of the MosT 
Hich. I now ſee, return'd ELoa, the 


judgment ſeat of CuhRIST. How tre- 
mendous art thou, O Jupcs of the 
earth, ſeated on high, and riſing on 


tempeſtuous clouds, amidſt the burſts of 
rolling thunder; radiant with mercy, 
and-arm'd for deſtruction! 

Thus convers'd ELoa and URIM on 


_ theſe myſterious viſions. Seven times 


had the thunder open'd the ſacred dark- 
neſs, when the aweful voice of the 
ETERNAL flowly deſcended, 


the worlds: and now I am Love i in my 


conduct towards man; in the accom pliſh- 
ment of the great work of redemption, by 
my ſending my beloved Sox to die for 


ſinners. Did not my almighty arm ſup- 


5 port you, ye exalted, but finite beings, 
the tremendous ſight of his aweful death, 


would put a period to your exiſtence. : 
The ETERNAL was filent. Struck with 


deep amazement, the etherial ſpirits with 


folded hands ſtood before him. Now mak- 
ing a ſign to ELoa, that ſeraph, with hu- 


ming in his look, view'd the face of Hea® | 


ven'sgracious KING, and inſtantly reading 
there "the thoughts divine, turn'd to the 
celeſtial audience, and ſaid, Behold the 


ETERNAL, ye righteous ſons of Heaven, 
and know his counters. Next to his dear 


Son, were ye moſt beloved, for whom he 
laid the graciousplan of redemption. That 
ye have ardently long'd to ſee the day of 
ſalvation, and to CEE the great MEs- 
SIAH triumph over the powers of Hell, 
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I am Love. Such was I. before the ex- | 
;hence of my creatures = before I form” a 
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Gop is your witneſs. Bleſſed be ye his 
offspring. Shout for Joy that ye ſee the 
glory of his face, who is the Source of 
Being, the ETERNAL and UNCHANGE- 
ABLE, whoſe mercy endureth for ever, 
He whom no creature can conceive, con- 
deſcends to term you his children. For 
| your fake alone, this meſſenger of peace 
zs ſent by his beloved Sox, to the celeſ- 
tial altars. Rejoice ye inhabitants of the 
earth we will join with you in admiring 
the wonders of your redemption, which 
we ſhall behold with clearer light, with 
purer devotion, and more extatic rapture, 
while we give our pity to you, ye devout 
and humble friends of the RED EEMER, 
who are ſtill liable to darkneſs and error. 
But while his cruel, his obdurate perſe- 
cutors have their names eras'd from the 
book of life, to you, ye faithful, your 
SAvroun ſends a divine light. Ve ſhal! 
ten no longer, with weeping eyes, be- 

hold his ſacred blood; but joyful ſhall ſee 
it ſtream for you, flowing into eternal life, 
Then, ſolac'd in the boſom of peace, ye 
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triumphant, ſhall celebrate the feſtival 
of everlaſting repoſe. Ye ſouls now 
-eſcap'd from the ſnares of life, and rais'd 
to glory, begin the eternal jubilee, 
which ſhall laſt when time ſhall be na 


more. The righteous children of the 


earth ſhall, generation after generation, 
be gather'd to you, and join your bleſs'd 
aſſemblies, till at laſt, at the conſum- 
mation of all things, they and you ſhall 
at the general judgment, be cloathed 
with new and immortal bodies, and en- 
ter into more perfect felicity. Mean 
while, ye exalted angels of the throne, 
inform the guardians of God's immenſe 
creation, that they prepare to celebrate 


the choſen day; and ye ſaints of the 


human race—ye progenitors of the 
Mxss iA, to you is alſo imparted the 
joy which Gop alone feels entire, 
mingled with the ſenſations of the 


| Deity, Ye immortal fouls ariſe and 
haſten to the ſun that illumines the orb 


of redemption : there ſhall ye diſtant ſee 
the firſt Jublerings of the great RE- 
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5 DEEMER, Deſcend by that luminous 
path, whence ye ſhall behold the whole 


extent of nature, riſing to your view in 
renew 'd beauty. Hear it, O Heavens! 


the great JEHovAH will eſtabliſh a day 


of ſacred reſt, a ſecond ſabbath, more 
ſolemn than that when ye ſpiritual in- 


telligences, and ye ſeraphic ſpirits, with 
| Joyful acclamations celebrated the com- 


pletion of the great work of creatiqn, 
New born nature then ſmil'd with ra- 
viſhing beauty. The morning ſtars ſang 
together, and join'd with you, ye dipels, 
in paying homage to the great CREATOR, 

Now the Mzss1 an, the Effluence of his 
glory, will accompliſh a work of grace 

and mercy ſtill more reſplendent. Thus 
rapt inaſtoniſhment, ELoa ſpake. Silent 
the heavenly hoſt look'd up to the ſanc- 
tuary: when, at a ſign from Gov, the 


: meſſenger of the MEss1AH aſcended to 
the lofty throne, and there receiv'd ſe- 
cret orders to be deliverꝰd to UR1EL, 


and the guardians of the earth, con- 


cerning the miracles to be perform'd at 
the death of Curr, | 
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In the mean time the cherubims had 
deſcended from their ſeats, GABRIEL 
follow'd, and approaching the altar of 
the earth, diſtant heard from the high- 
bending arch of Heaven, ſighs and eja- 


culations in plaintive accents. breath'd 


for the ſalvation of man : - above all he 

diſtinguiſh'd thoſe utter'd by the firſt 
of the human race. | 

This is the altar of which the 8 


of the new covenant ſaw the celeſtial 


model on the ſhore. of Patmos, where 
he heard the voices of the martyrs, in 


mournful ſounds, aſcend, while, with 


angelic tears, they lamented that the 


Juno ſo long delay d the Gay of ven- 
geance. 
1 ſeraph having 3 to the 
altar of the earth, Ap Au, fill'd with 
eager expectation, haſted towards him, 
not unſeen. A lucid etherial body 
was the radiant manſion of his bleſs'd' 
ſpirit, and his form as lovely as the 


bright image in the CREATOR's mind, 
when. meditating on the form of man in 
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30 THE MESSIAH. Boox I. 
the blooming fields of Paradiſe. ADA 
approach'd with an amiable ſmile, that 
diffus'd over his face an air of ſweeteſt 
dignity, and thus utter'd his. impaſ- 
ſioon' d accents; Hail happy ſeraph ! meſ- 
ſenger of peace! at the voice of thy 
bleſs'd embaſſy, which. reſounded from 
afar, my foul aroſe joyful. Thou, dear 
Mess1AaHn, may I too, like this ſeraph, 
behold thee in thy ſacred manly beauty, 
in the garb-of compaſſion in which thou 
haft conſented to reconcile my fallen 
offspring. Lead me, O ſeraph, to the 
eps imprinted by the feet of my Re- 
DEEMER, the friend of all my race. At 
due diſtance will I attend him. Shew 
me where he pours out his ſoul. in fervent 
prayer for man. Ah, may the firſt of 
ſinners preſume to behold him through. 
his guſhing tears of joy! O earth, my 
native land! I was once thy firſt inha- 
bitant! On thee I caſt. a tender look :. 
thy fields, blaſted by the thunder of the 
curſe, would, in the company. of the di- 
vine Mgss1An, now veſted-in a mortal 
body, like that I left in the duſt, be more 
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delightful, than, O Paradiſe! thy flowery 
plains, copy'd from the celeftial meads. 
Thy deſire, firſt of men, anſwer'd the 
ſeraph, with friendly voice, I will men- 
tion to the MEDIAToR. If it be his 
pleaſure, he himſelf will intimate to 
thee, that thou ſhalt ſee him as he is, 
with all his glories ſhrouded by his 
humiliation. 8 
Now the angelic ſpirits leaving Hea- 
ven, ſwiftly diſtributed themſelves a- 
mong all the various worlds form'd by 
the hand of the OMNIrOT ENT. To the 
earth GABRIEL deſcended alone; and 
on his approach, the neighbouring 
ſtars ſaluting it, began to ſhed upon 
it their firſt rays. Inſtantly reſounde+ 
from every quarter, new names given 
to the terraqueous globe, which they 
termed, The favourite of Heaven, the 
place where Gon a ſecond time diſplays 
his glory, 'The laſting witneſs of the 
mercy and compaſſion of the great Mxs- 
SIAH. Thus angelic voices from each 
orb reſounded thro* the wide expanſe. 
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32 THE MES SIA H. Book F. 
GABRIEL heard them, while with 
ſpeedy flight he deſcended to the earth. 
Here the unruffled veil of darkneſs 
cover'd the mountains; cook and filent 
repoſe reign'd in the lowly vales. With 
eager looks GABRIEL enter'd the gloom, 
feeking the MEss an. Him he found 


jn a lonely valley, winding between the 


aſpiring ſummits of Olivet's ſacred 
mount. Overcome with thoughts pro- 
found, the bleſſed Saviour was fallen 
aſleep, but his ever- act ive mind was 
{till employ'd in great ideas of love to 
man. The bare rock was the couch of 
the mighty PRINCE or PEAR. Placid 
Tove, a divine ſmile, benignity and grace 
inexpreſſible appear'd in his face, while 


a tear of ſoft compaſſion gently ſtole 


down his cheek ; and tho' the lineaments 


of his expreffive countenance. wanted 


the glow of life and active ſpirit, they 
{till ſpoke his tender friendſhip for man- 


kind. GABRIEL beholding his ſweet aë- 


rial Numbers, ſtood gazingon him in fix'd 
attention. Thus a travelling ſeraph views 
the blooming earth when clad. in vernal 
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beauty, dew drops glittering hang on 
every flower, and Heſperus lights his 


evening lamp, to guide the penſive ſage 
to groves where ſacred meditation and 
peaceful rapture dwell. | 

After long and filent W eee 
| GA Ts ſpake; O thou whoſe 
piercing view extends to the Heavens, 
thou who heareſt me amidſt the ſlumbers 
of thine earthly frame, with aſſiduous 
care have I executed all thy commands. 
While thus employ'd, the firſt of men 
expreſs'd with longing ardour, his deſire 
to ſee thy face. Now I obey thy great 
FATHER'S will, and haſtenhence to glo- 
rify thy reedeming love. Meanwhile be 


ſilent ye creatures. that walk the earth or 


ſkim the air, while your CREATOR 
ſleeps. Ye aerial. ſounds, remain ſilent 
within your tumultuous caverns, or only 


in ſoft and tremulous murmurs riſe, Ve 
hovering clouds ſhed from. your boſoms. 


| balmy reſt. Wave not ye cedars, and 
ye palms be ſtill; for n CREATOR 
leeps. 
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34 THE MESSIAH. Book I. 
Thus in ſofteſt accents. the gentle ſe- 
_ raph expreſs'd his care. Then flew to 
the aſſembly of the guardians of the 
earth, who, in ſubordination to the great 
SUPREME, govern this terreſtrial globe, 
guiding the events of providence. To 
theſe was he to expreſs the deſire of the 
bleſſed ſpirits, the approaching recon- 
ciliation, and the ſecond ſabbath. 

O thou who, next to GABRIEL, pre- 
ſidedſt in the great affair of redemption 
guardian ſpirit of the earth, the mother 
of the children of immortality, who 
through revolving centuries, are ſent to 
the regions on high, while the ruins of 
the habitation of the inextinguiſhable 
ſoul are interr'd under eminences, on 
which the foot of the paſſenger never 
reſts. Thou of this once glorious earth 
the protector, O ſeraph ELoa! forgive 
thy future friend, for making known to 
mortals, as taught. by Sion's-muſe, thy 
ſecret reſidence, fince Eden's creation. 
If fill'd with ſolitary delight, he is rapt 
in meditation deep, and the bright round 

of ſilent extaſy: if he has liſten'd to the 
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voice of angels, and his enraptur'd foul 
has heard diſcourſes celeſtial, oh hear! 
when bold and ſublime, like the youth 
of Heaven, he ſings not the mouldering 
ruins of the world; but leads man, de- 

| voted to death, and riſing to immorta- 
lity,. to the aſſembly of the ſaints, to 
the council of the guardian angels. 

In the ſilent receſs. of the unregarded 
north pole, reign Solitude and eternal 
Night, whence inceſſantly low darkneſs 

and clouds, like an overwhelming ſea. 
Thus, at the eall of Moss, a black 
gloom once, O Nile! conceal'd thy ſe- 
ven channels, and hid the everlaſting 
pyramids, the tombs of kings. Never 
yet has a being whoſe eye is bounded by 
the viſible horizon, ſeen theſe deſert 
tracts, involv'd in nocturnal ſtillneſs, 
where the human voice was never 
heard, and where there will be no re- 
ſurrection] but dedicated to muſings 
deep, and refin'd ſpeculations, the ſe- 
raphim render them glorious, when paſ- 
fing over the mountains ſweetly abſorb'd, 
in a prophetic calm, they behold the fu- 
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365 THE MESSIAH. Book . 
ture felicity of mankind. In the centre 
of theſe tracts opens the angelic gate, 
thro' which the guardian rnd end 
into their ſanQuary. _ : 
As in hardy winter, after days dark 
and gloomy, the ſun riſes bright over 


the ſnowy mountains, when clouds and 


night fly before his all-enlivening rays, 

while the icy plains, and hoary froſts, 
with brilliant whiteneſs glitter in his 
beams: thus GABRIEL advanc'd, 
brightening the duſky eminences over 
which he flew. Soon had tis foot reach'd 
the ſacred gate, which open'd ſponta- 
neous, ſounding like the ruſtling wings 
of cherubims, and on his entrance, 


cClos'd. The ſeraph now penetrated into 


the depths of the earth, where old 
Ocean flowly rolls his waves to deſart 
and uninhabited coaſts, while mighty Ri- 


vers, the ſons of Ocean, deep reſound- 
ing, laſh the hollow ſhores. GABRIEL 


ſill advancing, his ſacred reſidence ſoon 


appear'd before him.. The gate, com- 


pos'd of a cloud, give way at his ap- 


proach, and then glowing with celeſ- 
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tial brightneſs, vaniſh'd. Darkneſs ro[- 
ling under his rapid feet, fled as he ad- 
vanc'd : while far behind, waving flames 
mark*d his path. And now the beau- 
teous ſeraph enter'd the angelic aſſembly. 
Where, far from us, the earth turns 
on its centre, is a. vaſt concave fill'd. 
with a pure ether, in the midſt of which 
is a ſun which ſwims in a luminous 
fluid, From this ſource, life and 
warmth aſcend into the veins of the 
earth. The ſuperior orb of day, jointly 
with this his never failing aſſiſtant, 
forms the gay flow'ry Spring; the fer- 
vid Summer, loaded with bending bran- 
ches, and thee, O Autumn ! rich in 
golden fruit, and ſmiling on the moun- 
tains cloth'd with purple vineyards; 
But never did this beneficent ſtar riſe 
or ſet. Round' it in fleecy clouds diſ- 
tiling dew ſmiles. an. eternal morn, 
He who. fills.the heavens and the earth 
with his preſence, in theſe clouds makes 
known his thoughts to the admiring - 
angels, diſplay:ng before them the won - 
ders of providence. Thus Gon here re- 


——HUC — — —— 


ET TTTTTTTTTTT i A — n 


— — — — 
* 2 — - 


38 THE MESSTAH. Boox T. 


veals his grace, when after prolific 
ſhowers, the rainbow appears in a di- 
ſtant falling cloud, and to thee, O 
Earth ! declares the divine covenant. 5 
On this ſun GaBRIEL alighted. 
Around him aſſembled the guardians of 
monarchies, the angels of war and 
death, who in the labyrinth of deſtiny, 
convey to the divine hand the directing 
thread, by which the ArMIHT x ſe- 
eretly overrules the actions of kings, 
when they, inflated with pride, triumph 
in their own ſtrength, and conſider 
their ſubjects as made only to adminiſter 
to their luſt and ambition. There were 
likewiſe the guardians of the virtuous, 
who conduct the penſive ſage, when 
fond of privacy, he avoids all human 
ſchemes of earthly grandeur, in ſilence 
opening to his mind the books of end- 
leſs futurity. Theſe alſo unſeen, add 
wings to the inſpiring thoughts of the 
enraptur'd Chriſtian, and join their aid 
when a devout aſſembly pour forth their 
ſouls in hymns of praiſe to the great 
REDEEM ER. When the ſoul of the juſt 
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_ departed Chriſtian, hovering over its: 
late body, ſees the pale and ghaſtly vi- 
fage, and, all the diſmal marks of the 
triumph of death over vanquiſh'd nature, 
then this bleſſed band, with. chearful 
countenance, receive him, ſaying, Be- 
loved foul! the time will come when we 

| ſhall gather together all. theſe ruins of 
mortality; when the tabernacles of 
clay, thus disfigur'd by the ruthleſs hand: 
of death, ſhall, at the morning of the 
reſurrection, awake from a new creation. 

Come then, thou future citizen of Hea- 

ven, what a delightful proſpect lies be- 
fore thee! O divine ſoul! the Chief of 

Victors, who has conquer'd death, and 
triumph'd over the grave, waits to re-- 

_ ceive thee! | | 

Round the ſeraph alſo gockedt the ſouls 

of thoſe tender infants who had juſt en- 
ter'd into life; but fled weeping with the 
piteous cries of childhood. Their timid 
eyes had view'd with aſtoniſhment. the 
objects around them, when, not. daring 
to ſtay on the great theatre, yet unopen'd: 
to their view, their guardian angels con- 
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duct chem thence, and animating them 
with rapturous ſongs, join'd to'the har- 
mony of the reviving harp, they i in ſoft 
and melodious ſtrains tell them, from 
whence they receiv'd their origin; of 
the purity of the human. foul, when ꝑro- 
ceeding out of the hands of the aLL- 
PERFECT SPIRIT ;. and with what juve- 
nile luſtre the new ereated ſuns with 
their attendant worlds, appear'd before 
the great CREATOR... The progenitors 
of the human race, ſay they, expect 
you; a glorious view of. him, who has 
crown'd: you with mercy, awaits you at 
the eternal throne. Thus do they in- 
ſtruct their worthy diſciples. in that ſub- 
lime. wiſdom, the fleeting ſhadows of 
which erring mortals vainly purſue. 
The ſouls of the - infants now quitting 
their lugid bowers, join'd their faithful 
guardians, who, encompaſſing the di- 
vine meſſenger, he made known to the 
aſſembled ſpirits, the orders of the Mos 
Hic concerning the Mes5s1an. Tranſ- 
ported they liſten'd, and when he ceas'd to 
ſpeak, ſtood rapt in deep contemplation, 
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An amiable pair nam'd Ben JAMIN 
and JepiDa, two infant ſouls in tender 


friendſhip join'd, at length embracing, 


thus diſcours'd, Is it not IEsus, O JE- 
Dip A! of whom the feraph fpoke? Ah! 

well do I remember, when we were on 
_ earth, the ardour with which he folded 
us in his arms! How tenderly he preſs'd 
us to his throbbing heart! A tear of be- 
nignity and grace fell on his cheek —1 
kifs'd it away] ſee it ſtill ever ſhall 
I ſee it. I too remember, anſwer'd JE- 
Dip A, that holding me in his arms, he 
ſaid to our mothers, who were ſtanding 
by, Reſemble theſe little children, or ye 
cannot enter into my kingdom. This 
this, return'd Brw I NAI x, is the RE- 


 DEEMER | the SAvIoUR! our GRACE 


ous FRIEND! the DISPENSOR OF/HAP- 
PIN Ess to the human race!!! 
Thus they ffectionately convers'd, 
while GABRIEL, now bent on a new 
embaſſy, aſcended. A ſtream of light 
rolling down, flow'd as he went, with. 


magnificent ſplendor, from the feet of 


the immortal, Thus the inhabitants of 
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the moon behold the day of this terra- 
queous globe illuminate their nights, 


when dew-dropping clouds deſcend on 


the top of their mountains. GABRIEL 
thus aſcended into the more exalted at- 


moſphere, amidſt the acclamations of 


rejoicing angels, and of the ſouls who 


| had left their bodies. Like the arrow | 


flying from the ſilver bow, and wing'd 
for victory, he ſhot along by: the ſtars, 
and haſted to the ſun. Then alighting 
at URIEL's reſidence, found on one of 
the pinnacles of that noble ſtructure, the 
ſouls of the fathers, whoſe fix'd looks 
follow'd the beams that ' diſpenſe the 


new- born day to the land of Canaan. 


Among theſe was ADam, the firſt of 
men, who, appeared with. diſtinguiſh'd 
dignity, ſtanding ſublimely penſive. 


GABRIEL and URIEL join'd him, and 


converſing with him on the ſalvation of 
man, ſtood waiting for the * of the 
mount of Olives. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


| Fhe ſouls of the patriarchs ſee the M551 a4 


awake at break of day; and the parents 
of the human race alternately ſalute him 
with a hymn. RayPHAEL, JonN's guar- 
dian angel, tells IE sus that this diſciple 
is viewing a demoniac among the ſepul- 
Chres on the mount of Olives, He goes 
thither, heals the demoniac, and puts 
SATAN to flight; who returning to Hell 


gives an aceountof what he knows of I. 


sus, and determines his death; but is op- 
poſed by ABBA DON A. ADRAMELECH | 
ſpeaking in ſupport of SaTan's determi- 


nation, all Hel approves it; on which Sa- 


TAN. and ADR AMELECH. return to the 
earth, to put their defign in execution, Az- 
BADONA following them at k diſtance, 


| ſees at the gate of Hell, ABD I Er, a ſe- 


raph, oncehis friend, whom he addreſſes; 


| but Ax DEI taking no notice of him, he 


proceeds forwards; bewails the forfeit- 


ure of his glory; deſpairs of finding grice, 
and after vainly endeavouring to deſtr y 


bimſelf, deſcends on the earth. SATAN. 


and ADRAMELECH alſo advance to the 
earth, and alight on the mount of Olives. 
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HE morn now deſcending over 

the woods of waving cedars, JE- 

sus aroſe, The ſpirits of the patriarchs 

ſaw him with joy from their ſolar man- 

ſion. Among theſe were the parents of 

the human race array d in heavenly beau- 
ty, who thus alternate ſang. 

ADAM began, Faireſt of days, ſaid 
he, of all the ſtores of time, moſt ſacred ! 
At thy return, the ſouls of men, the che- 
rubim and ſeraphim ſhall hail thy riſing 

and ſetting light. Whether deſcending 
to the earth, or whether the bright ſpi- 
rits of Heaven diffuſe thy radiance thro- 
the firmament, or thou advanceſt by the 
throne of God, thee i in feſtive pomp will 
we celebrate with hallelujahs — | 
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Thee will we bleſs with joyful gratula« 
tions, O day, in which our raviſh'd eyes 
firſt behold the great MEess1 An array'd 
in humility. Ho beautiful i is his form | 
how lovely ! how divine !' 

Eve rejoin'd. Bleſſed and holy art 
thou who broughteſt him forth — more 
bleſs'd than Eve, the mother of men, 
Tho' innumerable my offspring, I am 
alſo the mother of innumerable finners : 
but thou, fair daughter of earth ! haſt 
brought forth only one, the great EMa- 
NUEL, the righteous, the ſpotleſs, the 
divine Mzss An! With wandering eye 

l view my beloved earth: but thee, O Pa- 
radiſe ! I no longer behold : thou wert 
ſwept away by. the waters of the over- 
whelming deluge, Thy lofty umbrage- 
ous cedars which Gon himſelf had 
planted; thy tranquil bowers, the man- 
ſion of the young virtues, no ſtorm, no 
thunder, no angel of death has ſpar d. 
'Fhou Bethlehem, where Mary brought 
him forth, where with maternal extaſy, 
ſhe firſt preſs d him to her boſom, be 
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now my Eden. Thou Well of Davip, 
be the clear ſpring, where I, juſt com- 
ing from my divine MAaKER's hand, 
firſt ſaw myſelf ; and thou homely cot- 
tage, where he firſt wept, be thou to 
me the bower of primeval innocence, 
O that I, in Eden, had borne thee ! Oh 
that I, juſt after my fatal tranſgreſſion 
had brought thee forth ! then would 1 
have gone to my JUDGE, where the 
earth open'd before him, as if to form 
my grave; where the ruſtling of the 
tree of knowledge produc'd a dread- 
ful ſound ; where his thunders an- 
nounc'd the ſentence of the curſe 2: 
where trembling I ſtood, and fainted _ 
with terror. There would I have 
gone to him. Thee, weeping, would 
I have embrac'd, and preſſing thee to 
my fluttering heart, would have cry'd, 
Forgive me, O my God! and no lon- 
ger be incenſed againſt me, I have 
borne the SAVIOUR, the REDEEMER, 
the Pa NCE or PEACE, 
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The firſt of men then reſline'd; Holy 
art thou, -adorable and etern al, O thou 
FirsT CausE !] thou PRIME Source 
of being, of mercy, of felicity ! thou 
FATHER of the divine, the holy IEsus, 
whom thou, all- gracious, haft choſen to 
redeem mankind, my iſſue ! Their alie- 
nation from thee I have ever deplor'd : 
Thou, O Gop ! haſt beheld my tears-- 
By you, ye ſcraphim, have they been 
ſeen and number d. Ve ſpirits of the 
dead, the bleſs'd ſouls of my ſleeping de- 
ſcendants, have heard me ſigh for the 

promis'd happineſs of our offspring. 
But thy divine grace, thy condeſcending 
mercy and love to man, changes my 

paternal concern into rapturous joy. 
And now, all gracious REDEEMER | 
* moſt dear] return'd EVER: while 
thou beareſt our image, the image of 
mortal man, thee let us implore, to 
complete the offering made for us. For 
this thou haſt deſcended from the celeſ- 
tial abodes-- for this thou haſt veil'd 
thy glories, and art cloath'd in fleſh, 
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O thou ** Jupce ! renew 


the earth, thine, and our native land, | 
then quick return to Heaven; while 
we, O thou divine, thou ſpotleſs REx- 


DEEMER | hail thy mercy and thy love! 

Thro' the domes of the angelic palace 
reſounded thevoice of theſe fervent ſouls, 
The MEess1AaH heard them in his deep 
receſs, as in a facred ſolitude, the holy 
- prophet rapt in contemplation, bears, in 
foft whiſpers, the voiceof the ETERNAL, 


_ Jz8vs now began to deſcend from the 


top of Olivet. In the midſt of the mount, 
acluſter of palm trees growing on a emi- 
nence, rear d their waving heads into the 
light flimſy clouds of hovering morning 
vapours. Under theſe palms the MES“ 
SIAH perceiv'd RAPHAEL, Jonn's 
guardian angel, abſorb'd in meditations 


deep and awful, while gentle breezes 


flowing from him, braught to the Mg- 
DIATOR, ſounds which none but he 
could hear, 

With gracious voice, the MESssTAn 
ſpake. RAPHAEL draw near, ſaid he, 
Vol, I, E 
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and inviſibly walk by my ſide. How 


haſt thou watch'd the pure ſoul of 


Joun? Did his thoughts, ORAHAREL! 
reſemble thine? I watch'd him O holy 

MepiaToR! anſwered the ſeraph, — 0 
the utmoſt care. Holy dreams hoyer'd. 


round his tranſported ſoul, Oh that 


thou hadſt ſeen him, when ſleeping, he 


beheld thee ! A ſmile of complacency 


and love overſpread his face. Thy ſe- 
raph. alſo beheld Apan, when ſleeping 


in the blooming fields of Eden, the 
| lovely form of Eve juſt riſen into exiſt- 
| ence, was preſented by his divine Ma- 
KER, to his mind; but the pleaſure 
diffus'd Over his countenance, was ex- 
| ceeded by the pleaſing rapture viſible i in 


the face of thy holy diſciple. He is 
now among the gloomy manſions of 
death, lamenting over a demoniac, 
who, pale as the ghaſtly corpſe, lies 
ſtretch'd in the duſt of the dead. O 
thou "moſt Gracious ! Wilt. thou not 
ſee him? wilt thou not behold the gen- 
tle youth, overcome by 8 
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diſtreſs, his heart fwell'd by the painful 
feelings of humanity, and his Nenne 
frame trembling with horror ? 1 myſelf 
was ſo ſtruck at the ſis he, that the tear 
of ſorrow quiyer'd, in my eye, and I 
haſtily | withdre w. 5 

RAHAEI ceas'd. Indignation ſpark- 


N 2 led in the eyes of the MzpiaroR, and 


_ raiſin ing them up to 8 he cry 'd, 
O FATHER OMNIPOTENT I hear me 
now L call upon thee. May the e. enemy 
of mankind feel the effects of thy ju- 
ſtice; that Heaven may rejoice at ſee- 
ing Hell involv'd in Aae ſhame, 
and dere. - 

Ixsus now drew near to the ſepul- 
chres hewn in the cliffs of the rock, 

| where thick and gloomy 1 woods guarded | 
Gel 6 Fu. the morning dawn 

lower'd in chilly coolneſs, and the ſun 
| faintly ſhot his, beams among the tombs. 
SAMMA, thus was the demoniac call'd, 

now lay in a ſwoon by the ſepulchre of 
his youngeſt and beſt belov'd fon, pro- 
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irate by the mouldering bones, and the 
once animated duſt that ſprung from 
his own fleſh. Near him ſtood his other 
ſon weeping, with his; ſwell'd eyes lift 
up to Heaven, The fond mother mov * 
| by the entreaties of this wretched pa- 
rent, had once brought the deceas'd | 
child they. thus lamented, when agitated 
by, the malice of Sar AN, SAMMA 
rov/.. among the dead. Ah father! then 
cry'd his little BENOxI, the darling of 
his: heart, breaking from his mother's 
hold, while ſhe, fill'd with terror, haſted 
after him, Ah my poor father! will 
you not kiſs, me? then clinging. about 
his knees, he preſs'd his hand to his 
breaft. The father embrac'd him trem- 
bling. The little innocent return'd his 
endearments, and look'd up to hin 
with. an engaging ſmile, endeavouring | 
to attract his notice by the little pleaſing 

blandiſhments of infant fondnels, When 
the father ſuddenly ſtarting, ſeiz 'd the 
child, and, fill'd with all che fury of 

Hell, daſh'd him againdl the rock: his | 
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brains,, mix'd with bload, diſcolour'd 
the ſtone, and with a gentle ſigh, his 
ſpotleſs ſoul left its hatter'd habitation. 
The madneſs of the wretched. parent 
then ſubſided. He threw himſelf on the 
groünd; then riſing, ſnatched” up the 
ſtiffning a; which he folded in his 
fainting arms: he preſs'd it to his bo- 
ſom; and while the mother zent the 
air with her ſhrieks and lamentations, 
he mourn'd inconſolable, crying, My 
ſon BENoN ] O Benonn, BENON, my 
dcar ſon while repentant tears dg 
from his ſtreaming eyes. SY : 
In this ſtate was SAMMA, who now 
recover'd from his ſwoon, when Joe, 
his other ſon, turning his face, wet 
with tears, from his father, beheld 
the Mess ran advancing towards the 
ſepulchres, and fill'd with ſuprize and 
joy, cry'd, O father, here is Jrxsus, 
the great prophet, coming towards 
the tombs ] SATAN heard him, and 
| truck with terror, caſt a lowring glance 


— — ce FR OA —— 


through the e entrance &f the ſepulchres. 
Thus from his dark dwelling looks the 
profane atheiſt, when the loud tempeſt 
rides along iti gaming clouds, and the 
end charfots of vengeance aw- 
fally Toll on High "SATAN had hitherto 


tormented TR önly at a diſtance, 


ſending forth Plagies from the remoteſt 
parts of the duſky tombs; but How ri- 


Ring and arming himſelf with the ter- 


rors of Hell, he launch'd them at the 
poor T aflifted wretch, who in nſtantly 
ſprüng on his feet, but void of trength 
he again ſunk Un che earth. His trou- 


bled fouf was ſcarce able to ſtrugg le a- 


gainft the aſſaults of death. Bur fud- 


deny rais'd to madneſs, he wWas driven 
by Ge arttifiend” up the rocks. Here, 


G benevolent SX VICOUR I SAT AN world 


before thy face have daſir d him in pieces 


by caſting kim down: hut thou! waſt 
already: there. Thy ſpeedy: preventing 
grace ſupported the helpleſs; and bore 
him upon thine immortal wings: The 
deſtroyer of mankind; feeing the 8 A- 


5 


* 
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VIOUR.  approgob, trembled with indig- 


nation and terror. Jæsus now caſting 


| down. on the demoniac a look of. be- 
nignity and grace, 2 divine power il 
| ſues from his eyes, and SAMNMA, freed 
from pain, with fear acknowledges his 
 deliverer : : life dawns in that face, 
which juſt before had the awful ſtamp 
of death, With a loud cry, and ſtream- 
ing eyes, he looks towards Heaven. 
Fain would he ſpeak; but only tremu- 
lous accents proceed from his faultering 
lips: he ſtretches out his ſuppliant arms 
to his gracious deliverer, and views him 
enraptur d. Thus the melancholy ſage, 


when bewilder'd in thought, ſhudder- 


ing, doubts the eternity of his future 
duration; till a kindred mind, certain 
of its immortality, and relying on the 


promiſes of the ALMIGHTY; approaches 


With chearful looks. The gloom then 
diſperſes, and the illumin'd ſoul, ſhaking 
off the painful depreſſion, exults and 
_ triumphs, and roms to ee a le- 
cond time ir lort all. 
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The MessiAn ! now addreſs'd SaTax 
wii a voice'of awful. ſuperiority ; ; Spi- 


rit of Deſtruction, who art thou, that 
in my preſence haſt the preſumption to 
torture man, the race elected for re- 


demption ? A voice deep roaring an- 
fwer'd i in wrathfut” accents, I am Sa- 
TAN, the ſovereign of the world, and 
reign ſupreme over the independent ſpi- 
tits, for whom 1 find other employ- 


ment, than that giyen to the celeſtial 


ſongſters, Thy fame, O mortal pro- 


g phet! (for Mary could never bring 


forth an immortal) has reach'd the 


depths of Hell; and I myſelf, an ho- 
nour thou mayſt well boaſt, came to 


ſee the SAVIOUR, whoſe coming was 
proclaim'd by the flaves of Heaven. 


But thou becameſt a man, an enthuſi- 


aſtic viſionary, like thoſe Death, my 
ſon, who is far mightier than thou, has 
already laid in the grave. I deem' d it 
beneath me to mind what thoſe new 
immortals were doing; yet not to be 
quite inactite, I * mankind. 


#4 
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This thou thyſelf haſt ſeen; z th face 
| has been mark. d by the Anger. of death. 
I now haſten to Hell. My irrefiſtable 
foot ſhall lay waſte. dhe earth and the 
wide occean, to open me a commodious 
paſſage. Hell, with joyful acclamations, 
ſhall celebrate. my return. Ift thou dareſt 
to oppoſe me, do. it now. I ſhall come 
back with the power of a king , to pro- 
tet the world I have. „ But 
firſt die, thou wretch, added he, i 39 55 
tuouſly ruſhing on SAM AA. 
The Messiau, calm and ſilent, Ute 
the oMNIPOTNET F. ATHER, when with 
a nod he ſaves or deſtroys a world, with 
a look theck'd his fury, and render d 
feeble all his boaſted power. He Hed 
| precipitate, forgetting in his flight to 
make t the earth and the ocean feel the 
force of his irreſiſtable foot. Sama 
now deſcended from the rock, with no 


leſs joy than NEBUCHADNEZZAR flew 


from the majeftic {tream of the ; Euphra- 
tes, when, by the decree « of the Ar- 
ange his reaſon was reſtor d, and 


E 5 


„ TA Bern. 
K ereQ, be Was Able to view the 


f "Heaveks. The terrors of the Loxp, 
| and the roaring waves of the i impetuous 


am, no longer paſe'd over him amidſt 
the rolling thunder, and the forked 


lightning, Nike that Ren bn 1 mount $1- 
| KAI, The prince then went to Babylon's 
c peoſile gardens not to exalt' himſelf as 
A Gop; but lying proſtrate in the duſt, 
With his arms ſtretch'd out” towards 


Heaven, he pour'd forth the warm ef- 


| fuſions of his titude to the ErERNAL. 


Thus Sana, hafting to the Massian, 
tell at his feet, and cry'd, O Man of 
| God! O heavenly Prophet? ſuffer me 
to follow thee; and let the life thou haſt 
reſtor'd be devoted tö thee! © He then 
_ riſing on his knees, threw his trembling 


arms about the REDEEMER, | Jz$vs, 
| calling on him a look of benevolence, 


_ mildly anfwer'd, Follow the not; but 


henceforth frequent the hill of Calvary, 
where thou ſhall ſee the hope « of ABRA- 
e K 1 e ie 
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The MrssiAn had ſcarcely ſpoke, 
"ay the innocent Jokl, with a timid 
air, addreſs'd himfelf to Jonn, Dear 
Rabbi, ſaid he, lead me to the great 
PRoPHET of Gor; for I would ſpeak 
to him. The dyed diſciple then tak- 
ing him by the hand, preſented him to 
the SAVIOUR, to whom, with innocent 
fimplicity, he thus ſpake: O great Pro- 
PHET, why may not my father and I fol- 
low thee! | Let me aſk thee too, Why 
doſt thou ſtay i in this diſmal place, where 
the ſight of the bones of the dead chills 
my very blood? Come, O come thou 
Man of Gon, to our houſe, to which my 
father is returning. My poor mother, 1 
am ſure, will be glad to wait on thee. 
"She will bring thee milk and honey, She 
will give thee the beſt fruit of our trees, 
ſhe will cover thee with the wool of the 
. youngeſt of our lambs. When ame 
returns, I will ſhew thee thoſe trees | 
our garden which my father has given 1 
me, and thou ſhalt fit under their ſhade. 
But 0 B von! my dear brother B- 


* 
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Nox is dead! I muſt leave him in that 


tomb. No more, BRENoNT, wilt thou 


g with me to water the flowers: nor 


in the cool evening wilt thou fondly 
wake me! See there, O divine PRo- 
PHET| he lies within that tomb. Jesvs 
with a tender ſmile embrac'd him; then 
wiping away his tears, ſent him home, 
and turning to Jonx, ſaid, Amiable 
child! a mind ſo, tender and i ingenuous 
have I ſeldom found in thoſe of riper 
years. Thus he ſpake, and ſtay d ich | 

ox among 5 biene fl; N 
etiinoen tn unden 22 

„In the mean time, eee 41 in 
clouds and vapours, paſs'd through-the = 
valley of Jehoſaphat, and unſeen,-cro(s'd | 


: _ Dead Sea. 'T hen reaching cloud- 


pp'd Carmel, he, from thence ſhot up 


2 8 heavens, where, with look ma - 
lin, he wander'd through the univerſe, 
.. _ anidit: ſuns and worlds innumerable; 
enrag d that, aſter a long ſucceſſion of 
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parted to them at their creation; Then, 


unwilling that the morning ſtars ſhould 
know him by his gloomy alpeck, which 
their mingled radiance render'd more 
confpicuvus, he chang'd His form, and 


array'd himſelf in ethefial light: "but 
ſoon the effulgent veſture became in- 


ſupportable; when being alſd diſgüſted 
at what he beheld, which ill ſuited a 


mind ſo foul; he baſted back to Hell. 


Now, with rapid deſcent, he reach'd | 
the confines of the mundane ſyſtem, 
where - immenſe ſpaces opetr'd” before 


him; ; and theſe he term'd the frontiers 
of more extended realms; where he 


propos /d to fix a new empire. Here, 


as far as the ſickening rays of the faſt 
ſtars of the creation caſt a pallid light 
through the void, be beheld tranſient 
gleams; yet ſaw not Hell: Far from 
himſelf and the bleſs'd ſpirits, Go had 
inclos'd the abode of terror in perpetual 


darkneſs. For deſtruction horrible it Was 


created; and, to anſwer the end uf pu- 
niſhment, it was e pompous, 


* 


=_ 
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andawfully perſect. In three nights Hel! 
was form'd. Then Gop forever turn'd 


from it his face: that face wherewith 
he ſmiles with benignity and grace, on 


his creatures, trans fuſing through their 
ſouls the ſweeteſt joy. Thoſe diſmal 
regions are guarded by two angels of 
approv'd valour. The ALMiGnTy him- 
ſelf girded them with arms invincible, 
that they might there reſtrain the pow- 


ers of darkneſs, leſt Sar Ax, prompted 


dy malice, ſhould aſſail the fair creation 


6f Gop. To the entrance of Hell, 


where, with ſolemn fate, the angels ſit, 


deſcends a lucent path. of ſtreaming 


light, reſembling a river of liquid cry- | 


ftal; chat thus remote, they might not 
loſe the holy j joy, and pleaſing rapture, 
the mingled beauties of the nr Crea- 


| tion yield. 817 140 


Sxirting this Jumindds way, Satan, 


invol wd in a cloud, reach'd the gate of 


Hell unſeen, and ruſhing fiercely thro', 


in haſte mounted his burning throne. 


Among the eyes dim'd by darkneſs and 
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Jefpait;none ſaw him but Zorn EL, one 
of the infernal heralds; who, obſerving 
aà cloud inveſt the lofty ſteps, cry'd to a 
ſpirit ſtanding near, SATA, the ſove- 


reign of theſe dark abodes, is at length 
return'd. That cloud of vapours indi- 
cates, that he, ſo long expected by all 
the gods, is there. While he yet ſpake, 
the intervening cloud diſpers'd, and SA« 
TAN, with terror and rage on his brow, 
appear'd ſeated. The ſervile herald in- 
ſtantly flies to a volcano, which in 
ſtrèams of flaming ſulphur uſed to pro- 
elaim Sar Ax's arrival through all the 


burning land; there mounting on the 


wings of a tempeſt, he aſcended from the 
bottom of the mountain up to its ſum- 
mit; where, wrap'd in elouds of ſmoak, 
is a yawning aperture. There kindling 
the fiery ſtorm, eruptions terrible pro- 
claim the archfiend's arrival, while 
gleaming light illuminating che dark 


abodes, to the far diſtant ſhew Hell's 


monarch, ſeated high in pageant ſtate. 
All the inhabitants of the abyſs then ap- 
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pear, and their chiefs haſte to ſeat 
| themſelves beneath him, on the ſteps of 
his throne... TR | 
Thou muſe 7 Sion, who ak; FAIRE , 
100k ft, filled with lacjed, fervor, and 
ſolemn aue, down into the abyſs of 0 
Hell, while, when, the Nov Hion 
puniſhes the inner, thou readeft it in the 
divine countenance, le elf. a approbation 
and calm tranquility; 3 7- now inſpire 
thy ſuppliant, and let the mighty voices 
the infernals roar, in my n numbers. as 
the  bfllowing, TORTS the te mpeſt « of 
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| DRAMELFCH, a. ſpirit 


116 e exceeding SATAN, 
againh, whom his boſom, { {till boiled 


with indignant rage, for ing t the firſt 
who attem 74 85 the apoſtacy, 5 he 


Himfelf ha ong before 1 Projected ed. The 
ations” he perform 'd were nc t to a — 
van SATAN'S king gdom but his 0 own, 

1 

e How” to faite b mſelf to th 0 
don ninion of Hell; 100 ow to en ngage the 
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Prince of the fiery deep in a freſh. was | 
againſt the ETERNAL : how to. cauſe 
him to be for ever baniſh d to the infi- 
nite ſpace: 8 or, if all fail'd, how he 
might ſubdue him by force of arms. 

| Theſe thoughts had employ'd his mind 
ever ſince the apoſtate angels, flying 
before the conquering arm of the Ms- 
$TAH, had been driven down into the 
tremendous gulph. The ſuperior ſpi- 
rits then aſſembling, ADRAMELECE 
appear'd; but inſtead. of mai tial armour, 
bore a tablet of -poliſh'd gold, and flow- 
ly advancing, call'd aloud, Why, O ye 
kings do ye thus ignominiouſi fly ? 
Know, ye celeſtial warriors, ye noble 
aſſerters of liberty, that ye ſhall ſoon 
enter new abodes the manſions of mag- 
nificence and immortality. When, Go 
had invented thunder, and with it 
arm'd the Mess14n, . who with a tre- 
mendous ſtorm drove you to this place 
of woe, 1 paſſing by unſeen, to the far 
diſtant ſanctuary of Gon, enter d the 
awful "_— and * _ the 


* 2 * e Ar SZ, * * 7 


228 9 * S 


66 THE MESSIAH. Book If, 


golden table of Deſtiny, in which our 
future fortunes are enrolPd, Draw 
near ye immortals, and read the ar- 
chives of Heaven. Here ſee the ſove- 
reign decree of Fate. He _ Po the 
following words: 4. bit 5 nie 
Of the gods odervwlibia 8 
reigns, one becoming ſenſible of his 
divinity, and quitting the Heaven of 
Heavens, ſhall dwell with his divine 
aſſociates in ſolitary and gloomy man- 
ſions: | theſe! will he at firſt inhabit 
with pain and rel uctanee, as he who 
Mall drive them thither inhabited Chaos, 
till, - for him, I form'd the univerſe. 
Such is my will. Dread not, ye celeſtial 
ſpirits, to enter the abodes ofiterror and 
diſmay. For out of 'theſq new worlds 
| Have left. Theſe SA rA ſhall create: 
but from me he ſhall receive the divine 
plan. 15 Thus ſays Deſtiny, the god 
of gods, I who alone circumſcribe all 
ſpace, and with my moſt glorious 
world encompaſs that, with all the orbs 
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and their gods. Here ADRAMELECH 
ceas d; but in vain did the fpirits of 
darkneſs ſtrive to alleviate W r > 
giving credit to his words. 

Tbe Mosr Hion, who: band hls | 


|  blaſphemies, ſaid, I am JeHovan, and 


beſides me there is no other Gop, 
The Heavens ſhall declare my glory, 
and the trembling finner bear witneſs, 
to my power. Then proceeded from 
the mouth of Gop the momentous de- 
cree. Deep in the loweſt Hell riſes a 
luminous maſo, in the midſt of the 
Daming ſea, which runs into the lake of 
death. This maſs enormous, the cir- 
cling thunders, in whirling ' eddies, 
tore from its baſe, ' when rifing high it 
ſtruc the proud 'A DR AMELECH, 
fraught with lies, and caſt him with 
his impious tablet into the deadly lake. 

There ſeven nights he lay rolling in 
the abyſs. Long after, he caus'd him- 
ſelf to be werſhip'd on earth as the 
fapreme Gov, and had a temple erected 
to his honour; in Whlach he himſelf pre. 
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fided, placing over the high altar the 
tablet of "Deſtiny, . which None beliey d. 
Thither his partiſans reſorted, and like 
flaviſh hypocrites, worſhip'd the viſio- 
nary deity, when, preſent, with reve- 
rence, and while;abſent with mockery, 
From this temple now came ApRA- 
MELECH,,,and,, concealing, his; ſecret 
hatred of SAT AN, ſeated himſelf on the 
throne, cloſe by his fide...  ,, 
Next came Mo1och, a warlike ſpirit. 
Leſt the Thundering Warrior, for ſo he 
calls the great Ih AH, ſhould deſcend 
to ſeize the plains of Hell, he vainly for- 
tify'd them with a wall of mountains, 


rais'd with towering battlements. Oft 


when the gloomy. dawn. riſes in ſulphu- 


rous vapours from the Hanks of the 


flaming ocean, the inhabitants of Hell 
ſee him tottering under the ſtormy peak 


of ſome. lofty, eminence, while he flow- 
ly advances down the declivity of the 


mountains, when, having caſt his load 


on his new rais'd, mound, which riſes 
towards the dig! vaulted roof of Hell, 
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he ſtands in the clouds, liſtening to the 
echo made by the fall of the ponderous 
rock, and fancies it to be the noiſe of 
the ratthng thunder. Ihe fouls of the 
once proud conquerors of the earth then 
viewing him with aftoniſhment from 
beneath, he ruſnes among them from the 
ſtupendous heights, while they wing'd 


by fear, fly from the martial fiend. He 


now went in his ſable armour, which 
reſounded as he walk'd "refembling 


thunder involv'd in black clouds. Be- 


fore him the mountain ſhook, and be- 
hind, the rock trembling, funk. Thus 
he advanc'd to the throne of SA TAN. 


After him appear d BETTAT, who in : 
mournful ſilence came from the dreary 
foreſts and deſart waſtes, where the 


black ſtreams of death, iſſuing from a 
ſource' involv' d in clouds flow dark and 


languid to the foot of SATAN's throne. 


Vain, eternally vain are his endeavours 


to render the accurſed land on its 
banks, like the brigkt creation of Gop. 
Thou, O ETERN ALI laugheſt at his 
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attempts, when, howling like the tem- 
peſt, he would imiate the cooling 
breeze of the Zephyrs, and when with 
impotent arm he attempts to drive the 
ſullen ſtream before him. At theſe la- 
bours he inceſſantly toils, while the 
Terrors of Gop roar in his deſtructive 
wings, and Deſolation, array'd in de- 
formity, is ſpread over the trembling a- 
byſs. With rage BALTAL remembers 
the eternal ſpring, which like a young 
ſeraph, ' ſmiles on the ever-blooming 
flowers of Heaven, Fain would he 
imitate the beauties of that' ſeaſon in 
Hell's noctürnal vales. Then frowns 
and vents indigriant ſighs, at ſeeing the 
doleful land lying before him in dreary 
_ darkneſs, forever incapable of im prove- 


1 ment; and notwithſtanding all his 


pains, infinite tracts fill'd with a dread- 
ful ſcene of woe. BAL TAL, with a 
brow lowring with dire dejection, re- 

pair'd to SATAN. His mind ſtill boil'd 
with revenge againſt him who drove him 
from the celeſtial fields, into that land 
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of terror and deſolation, which every 
ſucceeding Wee en to render 
more intollerable. 
Thou Mago, 1 dwelleſt in the 
take-rthau: alſo amidſt thy waters ſaw'ſt 
the return of Sar AN. Thou cam'ſt 
forth riſing in the midſt of a roaring 
Whirlpool, and when thy feet divided 
the black ſtream, the ſea, driven before 
thee, roſe like extenſive mountains. 
MAGoG. curs'd; the Lox D. The voice of 
his wild blaſphemies continually flow'd 
in loud bellowings from his diſtorted 
mouth, Since his being caſt from Hea- 
ven, he has been ever uttering execra- 
tions againſt the ETER NAL; and fill'd 
with hatred and revenge has been weakly 
bent on deſtroying Hell, though it 
ſhould coſt him the labour of millions of 
Ages, Being now alighted on the burn- 
ing land, he ſpread devaſtation around, 
| throwing the whole ſhore with its 
mountains, into the deep. 
Thus did the Princes of the infernal 
regions aſſemble about their king. Like 
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the iſlands of the fea when torn from 
their foundations, they ruſh'd on with 
boiſterous uproar and irreſiſtable tumult. 

After them cromds of inferior ſpirits 
flock'd; as the waves of the ocean roll 

to the lofty ſhores. Myriads of ſpirits 
appear d, who, ſentenc'd to contempt and 
endleſs infamy, chanted their own ex- 
ploits to their harps, which had been 
crack'd by the thunder of Heaven, and | 
ſounded the diſcordant notes of death, 
Thus in the midnight hour, the lofty 
cedars, ſplit by a tempeſt, groan, when 
BoREAsS in his brazen chariot ſweeps 
over them, while Lebanon is agitated and 
Hermon trembles. SATAN ſees, and 
hears them coming. He ſtarts up in a 
wild tranſport, and caſting his eyes over 
them, beholds the Atheiſts, a mean gro- 
velling band, among whom was Goc, 
their horrid leader, in phrenzy, and in 
power pre eminent. They endeavour 
to imagine, that what they ſaw in 


Heaven was all a dream, the idle pro- 


duce of phantaſtic viſions : and, loſt in 
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a labyrinth of opinion, perſuade them- 

ſelves, that the great JEmovan, firſt 
their father, and then their judge, hag 
no oexiſtenee, 8 SATAN beheld them with 
m east then flowly mov'd his eyes 
around, and again fat down. As me- 
nacing ſtorms hover ſlow and dilatory 
over dreary and inhoſpitable mountains, 
fo Sara fat frowning and penſive. 
At length furious, he open'd his lips, 
from which: a tempeſt burſt forth, and 
a thouſand claps of impotent thun- 
der iffu*d from his impious mouth. 

Ve formidable bands, if ye are indeed 
thoſe who bravely maintain'd with me 
bold war in the plains of Heaven, during 
three dreadful days, hear with triumph 
what T ſhall relate, concerning my ſtay 
on earth. Hear ye alſo, my friends, the 
noble reſolution J, your ſupreme god 

and king, have taken to put Jenovan 
to ſhame. Sooner ſhall Hell paſs away, 
ſooner” ſhall he annihilate his creation, 
and again dwell in ſolitude, than he 

Vor- J. F 
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ſhall wreſt from us our dominion over 
the race of man. Ve gods, ever uncon- 
quer'd, ever free ſhall ye remain, tho 

he ſhould ſend even hither his RE cON- 
CILER, with thouſands of his heavenly 
meſlengers: nor ſhall he rob us of our 

dominion, though he himſelf ſhould de- 
ſcend to the earth to ſave mankind. 

But againſt whom do TI vent my indig- 
nation? Who is this SAvIoUR, this 
incarnate Gon who comes cloath'd in a 
mortal body? Would the MESSTIAH who, 
arm'd with the thunder of heaven, drove 
us from the celeſtial plains, enter the 
womb of a mortal? or is he, who muſt 
ſoon moulder in the duſt, to make war 

on us, and deſtroy our empire? Yet there 

are ſome here that have timorouſly fled 
before him :— who, at his approach, 
eſcap'd from the emaciated bodies, of 
the mortals they tormented. Ve daſtards, 
tremble before this aſſembly l hide your 
faces, and bluſh in obſcurity. Hear it, 
ye gods | they fled! Why, ye puſilani- 
mous, did ye fly? Why did ye ſtile this 
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Jxsus, who is beneath both you and me, 
the Sox of the eternal Gop ? But that 
ye may know who he is, hear from me 
the hiſtory of this arrogant impoſtor. 
Hear this, ye aſſembly of 59s, with 

triumph. 3 

From the remoteſt time a Prophecy 
has prevail'd among the Jews, a nation 
of all others the moſt addicted! to yiſions, 
that a SAVIOUR j is, to ariſe, deſcended 


| from Davip one of their kings, Who 
| will forever deliver them from their ene- 


mies, and raiſe their monarchy to un- 
parallel'd glory. Ye are not ignorant 
that ſome of your companions once came 
with the tidings that they had ſeen on 
mount Tabor, a hoſt of rejoicing an- 
gels, who, .with ſeeming rapture, and 
awful reverence, inceſſantly called on 
the name of Ixsus. That the cedars of 


the mountain 5 and the ſound 
of their hymn: utter d in jubilant 
ſtrains, echo d thro the neighbouring | 


rocks, while all Tabor reſounded Jesvs 
the Saviour, Then GABRIEL, proud 
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and inſolent, went in triumph to an Iſ- 
raclitiſh woman, and giving her the ſa- 
lutation, only due to the immortals, in 
a voice and geſture of reverence, ſaid, 
From thee -ſhall a king be born, who 
will protect the portion of Davry, and 
exalt the inheritance: of ISRAEL. His 
name ſhall be-Jesus. He ſhall be call'd 
the /SoN of Gon, and of his kingdom 
there ſhall be no end, Why, O ye gods 
of Hell! when ye heard of this, were ye 
{truck with terror? Much more have 1 
heard, yet continue undiſmay'd. But 
does it become us to be apprehenſive of 
danger, "becauſe a mortal Dreamer on 
dur earth aſſumes the titles of the Sox 
of Gop, _ lere . __ the * 
vioux? enen | | 
During thisſpeech, the TON : 
ſaw atiſe the ſcars made by the Thun- 
derer; but though theſe fill'd him with 
terror, he ſtrove" to rekindle his boaſtful 
rage, and thus continu dd 
I watch'd on earth for the extraor= 
> dinary birth of this divine infant. He 
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will ſoon, ſaid I, proceed from the womb 
of Mary. Then, ſwift as the rapid flaſh 
from the lowring clouds, or the thoughts 
of the gods, when wing'd with wrath, 
will he grow up towards Heaven. In his 
exaltation he, with one foot covers the 
ſea, and with the other the earth. In his 
dreadful right hand he poiſes the ſun 
and moon, and in his left the ſtars of the 
morning. He comes accompany'd by 
Deſtruction, in the midſt of ſtorms, and 
ruſhes-irreſiſtibly to victory. Fly, Sa- 
TAN! ah fly !-leſt, with his omnipotent 
thunder he ſtrikes impetuous, and 
having hurl'd thee through a thoufand 
worlds, leaves thee ſenſeleſs, and even 
void of life, in the immenſe abyſs. Be- 
hold, theſe, ye gods, were my thoughts: 
but how far were they from the truth ? 
He came into the earth a mere human 
being; a whimpering child; and, like 
the other ſons of the earth, was no 
ſooner born, than he nourn'd his mor- 
tality with infant tears. A choir of 
heavenly ſpirits, indeed, ſung at his 
=. FS. ; 
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birth: for ſometimes they deſcend to 
take a view of that earth where we rule 


with abſolute ſway, and viewing the 


graves and ſepulchres of the dead, where 
once was Paradiſe, they; weeping, turn 
away their eyes; but ſoon, to aſſuage 
their grief, ſing hymns of joy, and re- 
turn to Heaven. This was now the caſe. 
They haſted back, and left the helpleſs 
infant; who then fled from me, while I 
ſuffer'd him to fly; for ſo cowardly an 
enemy was beneath my purſuit. Mean- 
while my truſty vicegerent, H ROD, 
caus'd the infants of Bethlehem to be 
maſſacred; when the ſtreaming blood; 
the dying ſhrieks of the helpleſs inno- 
_  cents;-ithe agonies of the diſconſolate 
mothers, and the odorous ſteam of the 
freſh mangled bodies, mingling with the 
aſcending ſouls, :render'd them a de- 
lightful ſacrifice. It was I, HEROD, 
who prompted thee to perform this ex- 
ploit. Let not any inferior ſpirit claim 
this honour: an honour which I main- 
tain is due to me alone. Let therefore 
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| 
| 
| 
| that, vain hoaſter, who bere, in Hell, | 
5 would deprive me of this glory, be ſilent. | 
On che death of HERob, the child was [if 
brought back from Egypt. His early ; 
years he pals'd in the lap of his fond i 
mother, and amidſt her embraces re- 
main'd unknown. Afterwards no blaze | 
of juvenile; fire, no impulſe of noble, va- 1 
lour prompted him to exert his courage. il 
| He retir'd to the lonely deſerts, and the 
dreary wilds. | Yet at length he ſeem'd 
to aſſume a more diſtinguiſh'd character. 
One day, when bathing in the river 
Jordan, on him deſcended the glory 
of Gop in effulgent ſplendor. This I 
myſelf beheld with theſe immortal eyes. 
Bright it flow'd, as when it iſſues from 
the throne of Heaven thro? long ranks 
df adoring ſeraphs. But why it thus 
deſcended, whether in honour of the 
earth-born child, or to obſerve the 
watch we kept, is difficult to tell. 
However, I inſtantly heard the rolling 
thunder bellow from the clouds, mix d 
with theſe words; This is my beloved 
| F 4 | 
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Sox, in whom. Ta am well. lea d. "bus, 
to perplex n my thoughts, LOA, or ſome 
other of the heavenly hoſt, utter d theſe 
| 8 words: : It was furely not the voice of 
| | Gov, at leaſt far different did it ſeem 
from that, in which he impes'd on us 
the ne taſk of paying homage to 
4H . his favourite, the MesSran, Near Ix- 
| sus was a ſullen prophet, Who, like a 
favage, roy'd among the rocks of the 
wilderneſs; and calling out to this 
pretended Saviour, ſaid, Behold the 
Lams or Gop, which taketh away the 
"fins of the world. Hail thou who waſt 
1 before all worlds! J "from thee we receive 
i grace | for grace, Gop gave the law by 
b Moss; but from the anointed of the 
: | Lok p come graces and truth, How lofty! 
| boy prophetic! Thus when, dreamers 
l praiſe each other, they wrap. themſelves 
= in a ſacred obſcurity z and then we, O 
| ye immortal, gods! are thought much 
too mean to be able to draw aſide the 
fraudful veil. Tis true, the earth- born, 
of whom the prophet ſpeaks in ſuch 
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lofty ſtrains, hath already ſeem'd · Hake 


: 24 77 3h > ' $4 


the dead; his Earls pow 7er, Ferfiember ; 


it ye princes of Hell,” Has call'd 1 to life 
thoſe, who, fainting under their pains, 


| have been! laid i in their tombs—ſoon he 


is to raiſe the whole Human race from 
Sin and Death: from 9 in, who charms 
every heart, and reigns \ with ſuch de- 
ſpotic ſway: from Death, the offspring 
of the fair flattering charmer, will he 


alſo deliver them: though at my nod he 


has ſo often laid i in the duſt the whole | 


creation of Gov. Ye ſouls who, ſince 
the formation of the earth, I have ga- 
ther; d round me, as numerous as the 
waves of the ocean, or as the glittering 
ſtars: ye Who lament in eternal night, 


who, in that night, are tortur'd by pe- | 


nal fire; in that fire by deſpair; 

and in that deſpair by me: will then be 
as free from death, as the band of the 
adoring worſhippers; while we are 
to degenerate, and crouching low, 


to lie proſtrate before him. Thus 


n ut 8 n TRY was un- 
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able to accompliſh, this dreamer is to 
produce. Profuagituous boaſter ! firſt 
free thyſelf from the lot of humanity, 
and then awake the dead. Thee will I 
lay pale and disfigur d in the duſt. Then 
will I ſay to thine eyes, which ſhall be 
cover'd with the veil of eternal | night, 
open, and ſee the dead awake | ! Then to 
the ears which hear not, and from which 
an eternal inſenſibility ſhall, exclude 
all founds, will I ſay, Fork; the helds 


4 - td 


| fight, and directs its courſe to Hell, 
doubtleſs to ſubdue us, will 1 call with 
the voice of a tem peſt, Make haſte, 
thou who haſt conquer d death —haſte 
to begin thy triumph! For thee 2 
pompous entry is prepar A- the gates | 
of Hell open to, invite thee in. The 
deep abyſs: reſounds with ſhouts of joy 
— Thee, the gods, and the ſouls of thy 
fellow mortals, greet. in triumphant 
Tongs. Thus in ſportive Ain he rav'd: 
then added, boaſting; My great reſo- 
lutions ſhall be executed, unleſs Go 


draws up to Heaven the leſſenin g earth, 
and with' it the whole human race. 


This SAV rouk ſhall die I hie fall die! 
Thus mall 1 be both the father arid 
protector of Death, and live uncen- 
quer'd through the ages of eternity. 
He ſhalt die! — Soon will I, before the 
face of the ETERNMATL, backer his mou 


dering clay in the way to Hell! 
"2m Thus, in a voice hoarfe and diſcor 


dant, ſpoke" the arch-apoſtate. The 


Seit Mes an was ſtill among the lone- 
ly ſepulchres, when the breath with 
which the blaſphemer ended his im- 
pious Tpeech, brought to che holy J 
sbs a Auttering leaf, oh which hung a 
dying worm. The meek and humble 

SAVIOUR { gave it life; but at the ſame 
inftant, horrors unuticadble _enter'd 
the boſom of the proud boaſter. Behind 
the ſtep of the high rais'd throne from 
Which he vented his blaſphemies Hell 
funk, and before it Sa rav, from the 
terrors that feiz d his mind, appear'd 
wrapp'd in the darkeſt gloom of night, 
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while all the inhabitants of the dreadful 
abyſs | beheld.r Nane nn ne 
amazement. HY JI B38 

ag aue fide ee 
himſelf in deep dejection, ruminating 
with keeneſt anguiſh on the paſt and 


the future. Before his face, Which was 


deform'd by melancholy, internal an- 
guiſh, and ſad diſmay, he beheld tor- 
tures accumulated on tortures, extend- 


ing into eternity. He then look'd back 
to thoſe happy times when he himſelf 


was a bright ſeraph, and the friend of 
the exalted ABDIEL ; who on the day 
of the revolt, bravely vindicated the 
cauſe of Gop, and having zealouſſy 
contended for the truth before the apo- 
ſtate legions, returnꝰd without him to 
his Creator, invincible and crown'd 
with immortal glory. "ABBADONA was 

near eſcaping with that heroic ſeraph ; | 
but being ſurrounded with the rapid 
chariots of SATAN, and the bright bands 
of thoſe who fell from. their allegiance, 
he drew back, and though ABDIEL, 
with looks of 1 menacing love, chid his 
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delay, and ſtrove to haſten his eſcape 
from thoſe reprobate bands, ĩnebriated 
and dazzled with the deluſive proſpect 
of his future godhead, he no longer at- 
tended to the once powerful eye of his 
friend, but ſuffer'd himſelf to he carried 
in triumph to Sa TAN. Now lamenting 
in penſive. ſilence, he revolyes the hiſ- 
tory of his once ſpotleſs innocence, and 
the fair morning of his days, when he 
came pure and happy out of the hand 
of his CREATOR, At once the AI- 
Micr SOURCE of Goonwess formꝰd | 
him and ABDIEL, when fill'd with in- 
born rapture they thus addreſs'd each 
other ; Ah beauteous form, what are 
we? Where, my belov'd didſt thou firſt 
ſee me? How long haſtthou—how long 
| have I exiſted? Come, oh come, my di- 
vine friend, embrace me - Admit me 
into thy 1 me learn thy 
thoughts. In the mean time came the 
glory of God, ſhining from afar with 
ineffable ſplendor, fraught with bene- 
diction, They look'd around and beheld 
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an innumerable hoſt of new immortals. 
A ſilver eloud then gently rais'd them 
to the ErTernAt They ſaw their 

Creator: they eall'd him Father, and 
enraptur'd, adorꝰd him i the green 
their happineſs. - 5 | 

ABBADON' A, terberd W theſe 
thoughts, ſhed a torrent of tears, and 
now refoly*d to oppoſe the blaſphemous 
fpeech of Sa TAN, which had fill'd him 
with horror. He thrice attempted to 
fpeak, but his ſighs ſtopt his utterance. 
Thus, when in a bloody battle two 

brothers are mortally wounded by each 
other's hand, at laſt, each to the other 
being mutually known, they are unable 
to expreſs the ſtrong ſenſutions of their 
hearts, and ſighs only proceed from 

their dying lips. At Tee ad 

thus broke Re 

Though I incur the ang dit. 


5 pleafirs of this aſſembly, I will not re- 


frain from ſpeaking. —Yes Sara, I 
will boldly ſpeak, and perhaps the hea- 
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y Judgements of the ETERNAL may 
more lightly. fall on me than on thee. 
O thou ſeducer, how I now hate thee ! 
This eſſence, this immortal effence, 
which thou haſt ſnatch'd from its CRx- 
Arok, he will perpetually require of thee 
Ile will require of thee this whole 
aſſembly of immortal ſpirits, by thee in- 
volv'd in ruin; Thou execrable deceiver, 
with thee Irenounce all connection. Iwill 
not participate in thine impotent project 
of putting to death the divine Mgssr- 
AH. Againſt whom, O ſpirit accurs'd 
doſt thou rave? It is againſt him whom 
thou art forc'd to confeſs is more mighty 
than thyſelf ! Has not his irreſiſtable 
thunder ſufficiently disfigur'd thine au- 
dacious front? Or cannat the alinighty 
FArRERK defend him againſt thoſe, by 
whofe deluſions man became fubject to 
death ? Alas] in that crime I was, an 
accomplice]! But mad with rage ſhall 
we put to death the great MEsam, 
and thus perpetually ſhut- againſt us. 
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us once ſo many pure and happy ſpirits, 
the entrance to future deliverance; or 
at leaſt prevent ſome little alleyiation of 
. our torment.. (0) Satan! as we all felt 
= | encrealing pain, c [when thou gaveſt the 
name of thy kingdom to theſe manſions 8 
of night and hortid damnation, ſo i in- 
ſtead of triumph malt thou return with 
ſhame, from thine audacious . attempt 
againſt Gop and his MESs Sram. 
SarAN heard him with impatient 
N rage, and inſtantly from the top of his 
throne, attempted to hurl at his devot- 
ed head an enomous rock; but his 
deſtructive right hand dropp'd, ſari- | 
vell'd and void of ftrength. Then 
ſtamping with impotent fury, three 
times his diſappointed malice ſhook his 
whole frame, three times he caſt a look 
of, malignant furꝝ at ABBADONA, while 
his ſtruggling paſſions ſopp'd his voice. 
ABADONA, with an, afflicted counte- 
nance, ſtill 8 before l e 
We t 
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anfwer thee in a | ae. Dareſt thou 
preſume to rebile the g bas? Dare one 
of the moſt grovelling ſpirits of Hell to oy * 
riſe up againſt SATAN and me? If thou | 
art tortur'd, thou flave, it is by thine 
own thoughts, Fly, thou puſilanimous 
ſpirit; fram our dominions, the abode 
of kings Fly into the wide abyſs of 
ſpace, and there importune thy Gop to 
erect for thee a kingdom of new ton- 
tures, in which thou mayſt live forever. 
But thou hadſt rather periſh---periſh 
then, humbly adoring the object of thy 
terror. Come, SATAN, thou who in 
the midſt of Heaven kneweſt thy divine 
_ eſſence, and boldly attempted. to de- 
_ throne JEHoVvAH---Come, we will ſoon = 
ſhew theſe contemptible ſpirits the tex · 1 
rors of our arin, by enterprizes that, 
like a ſtorm, ſhall at once depreſs and 
blind them. Come, ye mazes of impe- 
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netrable guile, big with ruin, deſtruc- 


tion and death. It is determined that 


this Saviour ſhall die: he ſhall not 
even ſave himſelf, There is no. way for 
his eſcape; nor ſhall any guide deliver 
him from the labyrinth into which he 
ſhall enter. But. ſhould he even elude 
our ſtratagems : ſhouldſt Thou, . who 
dwelleſt on high, enable him to eſcape, 
by enduing him with the fagacity of a 


god, yet fiery tempeſts, the agents of 


our wrath, ſhall ſoon take him from our 
fight--- tempeſts like that with which we 
formetly attack'd the happy Jos; the 

Favourite of Heaven Fly fly from us 
thou earth, we come againſt thee arm'd 


with all the powers of Death and Hell. 
Woe to him who, in our world; Jail 


hae: to. oppoſe us, 
Thus Tpake Abate a; aps 
now the Whole affembly' with. unani- 


mous tumult ſided with SAT AN. The 
ſtamping of their. mighty feet ſurpaſs'd 


the noiſe of falling rocks, and ſhook the 


deep profound. Inflated with their fu- 
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ture triumphs, the Hoarſe roar of ap- 
plauding voices, reach'd the utmoſt 
confines of the dreary regions, all ap- 
proving the infernal reſolution of flay- 
ing the bleſſed Jesvs: though an act 
like this, Time, ſince he firſt began his 
courſe, had never ſeen. Its curs'd in- 
ventors, SATAN and ADRAMELECH, 
with reſolutions fell and malignant, de- 
ſcended from their throne; the ſteps 
like brazen mountains, reſounded under 
their feet, and the bellowing cry of war 
and victory Wb them to the 
Fats of Hell. 

ABBADONA, who alone had ven- 
unmov'd, follow'd at a diſtance, either 
Hill to perſuade them from engaging in 
the dire attempt, or to behold'the confe- 
quences of the dreadful ded, - Now, 
with ſteps dilatory and low he adviint't 
and before he was aware, found him- 
| ſelf before the angels who. guarded the 
gate. But how was he confounded, 
Shen he Faw there the ihvincible An- 
'DIEL! ſighing, he held down his head 
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and thought of retiring; then reſoly'd 
to advance; then trembling and hll'd 
with perturbation, determin'd to fly in 

to the immenſe abyſs of ſpace: but in- 
ſtantly collecting himſelf he moved to- 
wards the ſeraph. His beating heart 
| ſpoke the terror of his mind: diſtreſsful 
tears, ſuch as fallen angels \ weep, fell 
from his eyes: deep ſighs burſt from 
his agonizing breaſt, and a. continual 
_ tremor, never felt by mortals, ſhook 
his whole frame. ABDIEL with an 
open tranquil Spez, Rood i in fix'd atten- 
tion, gazing up the bright ſtream of 
light, and with ſweet ſerenity was 
viewing the diſtant worlds, form'd by 
the great CREATOR, to whom he bad 
ever remain'd faithful. He faw not 
ABBADONA. As the ſun on its natal 
day pour'd his reſplendent beams on the 
new- created earth, ſo ſhone the bright 
ſeraph; but the afflicted ABBapona 
felt no genial influences from his reful- 
gent rays. Sighing, he cry'd to him- 
{elf in Pops voice, ABDiEL, my 
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brother! wilt thou forever chun me? 
Wilt thou forever leave me?—forever 


leave me in ſolitude, far from thee !--- 


Oh grant me thy pity, thou child. of 
light!---Wilt thou not, ABDIEL, 


mourn for me?---Ah, he no longer 


loves me he will forever ceaſe to love 


me! Wither, ye ever verdant bowers, 


under which, in high rais'd rapture and 
| ſweet delight we talk'd of the tender 


charms of friendſhip. Ceaſe to flow, 
ye celeſtial ſtreams, where we mingled. 


the ſweet embrace, and with unpolluted 


lips ſung the praiſes of the ETERNAL 


—ABDIEL, my brother, is forever dead 
to me! Thou Hell, my dark abode, 


eternal Night, thou mother of tor- 


ments, join my lamentations, and when = 
the terrors of GoD nightly. oppreſs me, 
may my ſighs and bewailing groans 


reſound in thy caverns, ABDIEL, * 
brother, is forever dead to „ 
Thus unregarded, he, to himſelf, 
utter; d his complaints. He now ſtood 
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fronting the cryſtaline ftream of flow- 
ing light that 'leads to the mundane 
ſyſtem. At firſt he was afraid of the 
brightneſs, and of the wing'd lightening, 
that ſeem'd advancing towards him, 
Immers'd in miſery, and confin'd to ſo- 
litude, ages had paſs'd ſince he had 

ſeen the worlds. Now ftanding pen- 
five, hecry'd, Bleſs'd entrance ! oh that 
TI might paſs thro” thee to thoſe innu- 
merable places, where the CREATOR 
diſplays his power and grace, and ne- 
ver more tread the dark kingdom of 
Damnation Ve ſuns ipnumerable, 
how much more reſplendent was 1 
than you, ye inanimate children of 
the CREATOR, when firſt at his almigh- 
ty voice, your glorious orbs began to 
roll! Now, this gloomy manſon i is my 
place of reſidence. I am an outcaſt, an 
object of abhorrence to the meaneſt ſpi- 
rits who maintain'd their allegiance to 
the OMxITOTEN TI O thou Heaven, 
ſeat of pureſt bliſs, the ſight of thee fills 
me with remorſe ! In thy bliſsful regions 


4 
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] became a ſinner— there I roſe up 


againſt the ALMIGHTY. Thou im- 

mortal Repoſe, once my ſweet aſſociate 
in the bleſs'd vale of peace, whither art 
thou fled? Alas! thee, I have forever 


loſt, and my Jusps ſcarce permits me 


to enjoy, in the midſt uf my gloomy 
horrors, the admiration of his worlds, 
thoſe glorious ſtructures that diſplay his 


omnipotence and grace. Oh that I might 


without ſhuddering, preſume to call him 
My CREATOR! how willingly would 
] reſign the tender, the indearing name 
of FATHER! how chearfully forego 
the noble privilege of the ſeraphim of 
being call'd his children! O thou, 
who art my judge, dare I, abandon'd, 

implore thee to caft on me one gracious 
look, while thus involy'd in guilt—in- 
volv'd in woe!—Ye dark thoughts, 
full of anguiſh, and thou wild deſpair, 
tyrannic rage !---forever rage!---Miſer- 
able that I am! O that I were but 
| blotted from the creation !--=Curs'd be 
the day when the CREATOR went forth 
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| In! ey glory z and call'd me into being 
Les, curs'd be thou, O day! 3 57 the 
* new immortals ſaid, He is alſo our 
brother; : 0 Eternity! thou mother of 
: endleſs torments ! why didſt thou bring 
it forth ? And if it muſt ſtill remain, 
wherefore is it not dark and horrid, 
like the eternal night 1 when the mighty 
Thunderer, borne on a ' tempeſt, drove 
us through the void creation, laden 
with the anger and curſe of the Ouxi- 
rorENT But againſt whom, while 
doom'd to this horrid abyſs, dareſt thou, 
blaſphemer, complain Fall on me 
ye ſuns, hide me 5e ſtars, from the 
fierce wrath of him, who from the 
throne of. his eternal juſtice, both as 
my. Enemy and my Judge, fills me 
with terror and fad difinay. O thou 
whoſe Judgments are irrevocable, has 
| eternity no hopes in ſtore for me? O 
divine Jopox, CREATOR, moſt gra- 
cious FATHER, [---Alas! again J of- 
fend -I blaſpheme the MosT Eich- 
call him by names not to be 1 utter 'd 
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by ſuch an ,ingrate;—Yet all this he 
once was to me He was once my moſt 


nA Tous FaTHER—he would have 


impious, ungrateful—fled---but whi- 


Then lifting up his eyes, glaring with 
wild deſpair, he reſum'd: _ 

O Gon, arm'd with A eden f 

create a fire a devouring fire that will 


deſtroy the ſpirits which thou, without 


their conſent, haſt created immortal. 
In vain he call'd, no devouring flame 


his looks on the worlds, flew up, till 
ſpent with fatigue, he alighted on one 


of the ſuns, and topping, ſuffer'd his 


eyes to range over the wide creation, 
where ſtars innumerable ſeem'd to preſs 


on ſtars. He perceiv'd a comet in the im- 


menſity of ſpace, and approach'd it from 

the ſun on which he ſtood. Its ſentence 

was pronounc'd, Its final n drew nigh, 
Val, & ::. G 


ther did I fly? Thus he ſpoke, and 
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and it was on all ſides cover'd with 
ſmoke, - Upon it ABBADoxa threw 
-himſelf, that he too might periſh, but 
ſtill ſurviving, he ſunk through the 
anflam'd Globe, and We n 
rn | 

In the raven Wed en and 3 
MELECH approach'd the earth, They 
proceeded: together, yet alone, each 
ſolely taken up with his own infernal 
thoughts. And now ADRAMELECH 
deſcries the earth e in diſtant 
darkneſs, + 

There, there it is, erat, he to .. 
ſelf, Yes, there it is. There I, when 
1 have obtain'd the glory of conquering 
SATAN, ſhall ſole reign as the author 
of all evil. But why, O earth 1. over 
thee alone? why not over thoſe ſtars, 
whoſe inhabitants haye been already too 
long happy.? your orbs ſhall for me 
perform their courſes. Yes, Death 
ſhall advance from ſtar to ſtar, and in 
fight of the ETEK NAL, extend his do- 
minion to the utmoſt confines of the 
wide creation! Then ſhall 1, not like 
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SATAN; ſucceſſively deſtroy only ſingle 
individuals of rational beings, but ſweep 
away entire generations. Before me 
ſnall they lie grovelling on che earth, 
and, writhing themſelves with torment, 
expire. Then will I fit on this, on that, 
or the other ſtar triumphant, and, ſole 
monarch, caſt my glad eyes over my infi- 
nite domain. Thou, Nature, whom I 
ſhall then have render'd the tomb of thy 
creatures, ſhall 1 delighted behold, 
while I, laughing, gaze on their cor- 
ruption, in thy deep and endleſs grave. 
Even ſhould the ETERNAL reſolve to 
form other rational beings of the duſt 
of the tombs, them alſo will I bring to 
deſtruction. Thus ſhall my never- 
failing ſkill and intrepidity carry ſeduc- 
tion and death from world to world. 
Then ſhall 1 act like myſelf: and 
ſhould I be ſucceſsful in deſtroying ſpi- 
ritual beings, SATAN himſelf ſhall. pe- 
riſh, and his immortal eſſence evaporate 


rn N — him no great and 
22 


worthy action ſhall I perform.” It is 
then determin'd. Spiritual ſubſtances 
ſhall be reduc'd to nothing. I will de- 
ſtroy them or periſh: for that is better 
than to live and not to reign. I will 
ſummon all my thoughts, to form 
ſchemes of deſtruction, This is the 
time for performing what has eternally 
been the ſubject of my ambition. Now 
Gob awakes, and if Sar Ax does not 
err, has ſent a Saviour of mankind, 
who is to diſpoſſeſs us of a kingdom we 
have fo boldly conquered. —He is not 
miſtaken; he who is called the Mes- 
SIAH, is the greateſt of all the prophets. 
Vet I ſhall ſignalize myſelf by his over- 
throw, and all the aſſembled gods ſhall 
eſteem me moſt worthy of the infernal 
throne. Or, what is ſtill more ſuitable 
to my dignity, and more worthy of ſuch 
an immortal being, I will firſt deſtroy 
SATAN; a glorious exploit that will 
put an end to my ſervitude he ſhall 
be ſubdu'd, and then ſhall I — ſu- 


preme among the gods. 
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Thus the proud boaſtful fend malig- 
nant rav'd, bewilder'd by his wiſhes in 
amaze of thought. The Mosr Hicn, 
who ſees through the darkneſs of futu- 
rity, heard him in ſilence.  ADRAME- 

IEC loſt in meditations deep, inſenſibly 
wrapp'd himſelf in the gathering clouds: 
his wrinkled front glow'd with rage and 
malice, and fury lower'd on his brow. 

At length, at the approach of night, he 
again join'd SATAN, when both de- 
ſcending on the mount of Olives, they 
with impatient rage went in queſt of 

the Mess1an, and his faithful followers. 
As two. murderous. chariots armed for 
flaughter ruſh into a valley, againſt the 
tranquil general of an enemy's army, ſo 

| ADRAMELECH and SATAN deſcended 

| the mountain, 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


The Mess An ftill continues among 
che ſepulehres. FEI deſcends from 
Heaven, and counts his tears. The 
ſouls of the patriarchs fend the ſeraph 
ZEMIA, from the ſun, to obſerve the 
words and actions of IEsus, while the 
darkneſs of the night prevents their 
ſeeing him. IT he MessI AR ſleeps for 
thè laſt time, and while his diſciples 
ſeek him about the mount of Olives, 
their guardian angels give Z EMIA 
their ſeveral characters. Sa TAN ap- 
pears in a dream to Jup As ISCAR1oT 
in the form of his deceas'd father. 
The Mes$81am-awaking comes to his 
diſciples, and mentions their ap- 
proaching flight. - Jupas,; who had 
conceal'd | himſelf, over-hears the 
'MEes81AH, and feels his mind di- 
_ raced by contending paſſions 
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AIL went © my: native ee 
141 1 reviſit; thou ſhalt lay me in thy 
bl boſom among thoſe who fleep in 
Gov: thou ſhalt ſoftly cover theſe my 
bones. Vet let me hope firſt to con- 
"clude the ſacred ſong of heavenly love. 
Then theſe lips which ſung the gracious 
"FritEnD of man; then theſe eyes which 
he has oft fill d with tears of joy, ſhall 
be clos'd: then my gentle friends, with 
55 guſhing grief, ſhall encircle 
5 my grave with ever-verdant laurel, and | 
the ſpreaditlg palm: there ſhall 1 fleep = 
till my new :raifd form, awak'd from | 
death, riſes in heavenly ſplendor * 
me Went grove, 
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And thou harmonious muſe of Sion's 
hill, who haſt carry'd me tothe gloomy. 
regions of Hell, and ſafe haſt brought 
me back, ſtill trembling: thou, who in 
the divine countenance haſt ſeen awful 
juſtice mix d with radiant grace and 
love, pour on my enraptur d foul celeſ- 


tial light, and teach her in lofty 1 


wor ing the great REDEERUI EX. 

Ixsus ſtill remained 4 LO at 
ihe receptacles of the dead, among the 
ſeatter'd bones of human thodllee, and 
ſurrounded by nocturnal darkneſs. He. 


ſat meditating on himſelf, the Sox of 


2 ETERNAL Fark, facrific'd for. 
Before him palſs'd* in horrid form 


à numerous train of fins, which ſince 


the creation had receiv'd their birth. 
from the children of ADAM; followed 
in awful pomp by thoſe poſterity will 
ſtill produce; an innumerable hoſt, 
Ry ing from the face of Gos, in the 
midſt of whom was SATAN their chief | 
and father, driving ſinners from the ſa- 
cred throne, and gathering them round- 
Ss. 5 
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' himſelf,» Phus the northern Whirpool, 


ever open to deſtruRion, in circling d- 
dies ingulphs the liquid plain, drawing 
into its deep abyſs unwary mariners. 
Jrsus beheld the black aſſembly in their 
native forms moſt hideous, not as when 
painted by the paſſions, they appear to 

man in the garb of laviſn luxury and 
proud ambition; or as When to the laſ- 
civious eye they ſeem dreſs'd in ſmiles 
and wanton blandiſhments. The holy 


Savlouk then look'd up to bis Fa- 
THER, who, with awful countenance, 


regarded him; but though the tremen- 
dous ſentence was ſlowly breaking forth, 
grace inexpreſſible beam d from his face, 
The ſeraphs ſay, the Par HER then ſi- 
lent drapp'd the ſecond tear: the firſt 
fell with Ap Au's curſe. While thus 


each the other view'd, all nature bow d 


before them; full of awe and expecta- 
tion, the world ſtood. ſtill, the ſtars 
ſtop'd their courſes, and night gaz'd 
with all her eyes. The contemplating 
cCherub in a galm cloud paſs d by. The 
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ſeraph ETO aifortidingiiniceleſiia] wa- 
pours. enme d] toieatth}/ und having 
countedithe tears of love, by the Rx- 
DEEMER?ſhed for man, reaſtended to- 
wards the heavenly plains Jon beheld 
him riſe; for Jesvs had bpen'd his eyes, 
and enabled him to pereeive the ſeraph. 
He ſaw him, ahd-ſtood amazed. Then 
with ardour embfac'd the MEDIA Ton, 
and ſighing; call'd him his'Saviour 

and his'Loxb f enraptur' he thus call'd 
him, and fil'd with joys mexpreſlible, 

_ pontinu'd the ſweet embrace. 

Meanwhile the eleven, who had long 

been *depriv'd” of the fight of JIxsus, 
warider*d''ſorrowful' at the foot of the 
mount of Olives, ſeeking him amidſt 
the darknefs of the night: one alone 
excepted Who no longer paid the ſame 
bonour, or felt the fame tender regard 
for the MzssrAn, as the others. Tho? 
fill'd with "innocence and unſpotted 
truth, -they knew ' not' the purity and 

ſublime nature of their own fouls: but 
they: were better known to Go. He 
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had given them minds fit for receiving 
Aduivine illuminations, Even he, who 
proud him ſelf. unworthy of the celeſ- 
tiall call, might alſo have received hea- 
venly revelations, had he not after wards 
impiouſiy betray de the bleſſed $a« 
viouR. For before the ſouls of the 
apoſtles d welt in tabernacles of clay, 
golden. thrones were prepared, ſor them 
in Heaven, by thoſe of the four and 
twenty elders. Vet one of theſe had 
been cover'd with clouds, they, howe 
| ever, ſoon, diſpers'd, and the, bright 
throne again diffus d effulgent ſplendor. 
Ero then came forth, and with a loud 
voice ſaid, This, is taken from Him | 
and given to one more worthy. LP | 
Their guardian ſpirits, twelve 3 
| af the earth under the inſpection of 
GABRIEL, now aſcended to the ſum- 
mit of the mountain, and with tender 
complacency, ſtood unſeen, viewing | 
they with eyes fill'd with anxious tears, 
carefully ſought the divine MEDIATOR: 
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Mean while ZEMIA, an agil ſpirit, one 
of the four who next in authority to 
URTEIL preſided over the globe which 
enlightens the earth, n _ 
and che ſpoke. 11 | 

Ten me, ye celeſtial friends, ww | 

is the great Mes$tan'? ſent by the 
— of the fathers, 1 ſhall with awful 
ſtlence accompany his ſteps, and with 
ad miration obſerve all his words and ac- 
tions. No holy expreſſion, no ſigh of 
compaſſion, will I ſuffer to eſcape un- 
obſetved: no look beaming comfort, 
no tear of foft commiſeration, ſhall ap- 
pear in his eye, unnotic'd. O earth ! 
400 ſoon doſt thou withdraw from the 
view of thine ancient inhabitants, thy 
fields moſt: lovely, where walks the 
glorious PRINcA o Pract veil'd in 
humanity. Too ſoon doſt thou fly the 
day and Unixr's face, while the ſun 
Treluctant lights the other hemiſphere. 
There no riſing hill, no lowly vale, 
= de wa for Wn W = 
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15 Ono, the ſeraph, Si Mod's guar- 
dian angel, then reply'd, Below, among 
the melancholy ſepulchres hewn deep 


in the rocks, near the foot of this 


mountain, ſtands the great MxSsI AH 
rapt in meditation. £ZBMIA beheld 
him, and remain in ſilent extaſy. He 
ſtill ſtood enraptur'd, while on their 


(wiſtwings two fleeting, calm and ſilent 
hours of the night paſs'd over his head. 


Then the laſt balmy ſleep deſcended on 


dhe eye of the MrpiArox; ſor ſacred 
repoſe, iſſuing from the divine ſanc- 


tuary, was ſent by the almighty Fa- 
TR in at gentle breeze. JI ESsus ſlept. 


ZEMIA then turning, enter'd into the 
midſt of the ſpiritual aſſembly, and in 


the voice of friendſhip, thus ſpake: 


Tell me, ye celeſtial friends, who 


are thoſe | ſee roaming on the moun- 


tain dejected and forlorn? Over their 


faces hovers ſympathiſing grief, ever 


noble mind. They, perhaps, lament 
fame dear departed friend, virtuous like 


r — rn - 963822 
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chemſelyes. Theſe, O. Z,EMIL A} 
Ox lOoN reply id. are the holy twelve, 
whom the Messiah bas choſen for his 
diſciples,. Happy are we in being. ſelec- 
ted their guardians and, friends. : Thus 
we continually, behold their divine 
Maſter, and hear, how he, with feet 
eft lips of ſacred. love, opens to them 
his heart: + how he diſpenſes his in- 
ſtruct ions: how in ſublimeſt converſe 
he introduces them to tlie knowledge | 
of celeſtial myſteries, or in parables 
ſhews thee, immortal Virtue, inall thy 
native luſtre. Thus impreſſing his 
| image on their hearts, he forms them 
for the glorious employment of leading 
man to the high regions of immorta- 
lity. ; Oh how much do we learn from 
his inſtructions! how vigilant are we 
render'd by his bright example — and 
how are we allur'd to accompany him 
in fervent adoration, of the SOURCE of 
all; Sood, the ſupreme FATHER of an- 
gels and of men! O Zea! wert 


p thou b but dail * to behold him——wert thon 
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but witneſs to his divine friendſmp, His 
hut kumiiry, his exalted vis thitre heart 
would over ow "with fileh rap Ate "BE. 
li gheful ; is it allo to the ment cd 

de his pans con N fect of ban, like 


3 


in, ry 15 of n if Novi 
can, be without ſin. Perhaps 1 might 
then more truly | honour the Messi; 
perhaps 8 1 ſhould feel a a more ardent Af- 
Kallen for my brother, born of 'the 

| fame fleſh and blood. With what rap- 
ture might I then deliver up my life 

for him who had dy'd for me? While 
| ſtain'd with my warm innocent blood I 
would praiſe him; and then my faint 
ſighs, my dying accents, would ſound 
in the ears of the Mes r Hicn, with no 
| leſs harmony than, the lofty ſtrains of 
Eo LoA, when he ſtands before. the 


throne, Then, ZEM3A, thou, or one. 
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"| of theſe my friends, would, with inviſi- 
= ble hand, gently = eyes, and 
q | | conduct my departed ſou to the Erxa- 
xAL King, © | 
' Greatly, O gentle ſeraph ! "ep 
[| ZgMIA, am I mov'd by thy words. 
Hoy haſt thou incited me to join in thy | 
| wiſh to be a brother of man! Thoſe 


there behold are then the holy twelve, 

the MEss1an's choſen friends. An 
honour which a ſeraph might well wiſh 
o obtain by becoming mortal. I ſa- 
late you his diſciples: ye are worthy of 
immortality. You the REDEEMEXR 
Ives as brethren; Te anal i wir 
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a -your Lox p on golden thrones to judge 
|| | the world. O ye deraphim! I would 
; hear the names already recorded in the 
| N pdboek of life, Say firſt who is he that 
1 . quick eye looks around, and now 
þ penetrates che thick grove, perhaps 
| | with impatient eagerneſs looking for 


| 

| 
| Ixevs: In his countenance methinks 1 
il | 5 fee the traces of a bold and determin'd 
mind. Tell me the thorghts and Emo- 

; 5 

| 

| 

| 
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tions of a heart that ſeems ſuſceptible 
of the ſtrongeſt impreſſions. 

This, reply'd the ſeraph Oxtov, is 
$1mon PETER, one of the greateſt of 
the diciples, Me has the REDEEMER 
choſen his guardian angel. Thou, O. 


Zxmia, haſt judg'd aright: he is all. 


that thou. fay'ft. Shouldft thou ſee him 
when full of fervor, he liſtens to the 
voice of his gracious Mas TER; gr when 
abſent from him, and no longer under 
is eye ; z or when ſleeping, he, in his 
dreams, beholds his e chou, 
0 ſcraph | would? admire the fenfibj- 
Lity of his heart, and think it Kill” more: 
: Line. Lately Jesvs aſking his diſci- 
ples, whom they thought him, PETER 


anſwer d, with tears of joy, Thou att | 


Carrsr, the ſon of the living Gov. 
But, oh that I had not heard the Mes- 
514 tay to PErzx, Thou wilt deny 


me thrice! how dreadful the prediction! 


Ah Simon, my brother ! what —ah 
What were the thoughts of thine heart? 
boldly didft thou reply, I will never 
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deny thee.) my,;REDEEMER and wy 
Los, Vet Jz$Vs again repgated the 
dreadful, words. Didſt thou, PRTER, 


but knom ho this fills me with ſoſt 


compaffon, ſurely thou wouldſt, as 
thou haſt: ſaid, rather die than deny thy 
kind and gracious LoD. Thou know. 
eſt how. Ixsvs loves thee, For then 
didſt thou abſerve, that While he thus 
ſpake, he beheld thee with. eyes fill'd 


with divine ſympathy and grace. Fain 
© PeTEx/! would, I 


hope he thou 
wilt nat bach deny thy Lonxp. 


| ; The ſeraph, ZEMIA; heard bu with 


deep concern, and, reply'd, Is it poſlible 


that he ſhould be ſo void of gratitude 
and loye, as to diſown his SAv3oUR, his 
faithful, his, diyine Friend What ho- 
neſty and truth ſhine, in his face But. 
wh is be, on whole, open countenance 
is painted a glaw of. virtue and a deteſ- 
tation of vice, inexorable to the ſlaviſh 


Gnner who knows not Gop ? is he not 


\PurER's friend? how cloſely he attend 
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him! with him be converſes with all 
the familiarity of fraternal affection- 
SHA, his guardian angel, anſwered, 
Right, O ſeraph! is thy conjecture. 
That is ANDREW, PeTER's brother. 
They grew up together from tender in- 
fancy, under my care and that of Ox rox. 
Often have I, when his fond mother 
was affectionately embracing my infant 
charge, moulded his heart, to render it 
capable of receiving the perfect love he 
| was afterwards'to feel for the MEsSS1 An. 
When Jesus ſaw him as he ſtood by 
Jordan's filver ſtream, he was one of 
the diſciples of Joan, and ſtill in his | 
tetentive ear reſounded the words of | 
that holy prophet concerning the M | 
DIATOR;, whoſe coming was at hand. | 
| Jesus, with a look of benignity, cala | 
him. I was preſent, I beheld a divine 
| 
| 


fire pervade his breaſt ;" he felt the hea- 
venly impulſe flaſh upon his' ſoul, and 
inſtantly flew to his SAVTOuùx. 
Now fpake LIBANIEL, e 
telar angel, and ſaid, He, O ZERMIA, 
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whom thou ſeeſt fill'd with ſocial friend- 
ſhip for thoſe two brothers, is Pai, 
A ſmile. of benevolence adorns his pla- 
cid countenance, and the invariable de- 
fire of loving as brethren, all whom 
the Mosr Hign created in his own 
image, is the ruling paſſion of his god- 
like mind. The great CREATOR has 
alſo tipt his tongue with mild perſua- 
ſive eloquence. As at the wakening 
morn the dew. diftils from Hermon, and 
odours breathe from the ſpreading o- 
live, ſo ſw.et diſcourſe proc from 
the lips of PüiIIir. | 
But who, ſaid ZERMIA, ſmiling, i is he 
that with flow ſtep walks among the 
cedars? on his face glows a noble de- 
fire of fame. Behold, he appears like 
one of thoſe immortal ſons of Sion, 
who conſecrate their ſacred works. to 
- poſterity, and liye in fame from genera- 
tion to generation. Their glory uncon- 
fin'd, becomes boundleſs and eternal; 
it ſometimes paſſes from far to ſtar; 
and When Cond Sat ds . | 
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hymns « of Gop and his Mess AR, we 
aid the aſpiring trains, and fing them 
in the Heavens, 

That, faid the ſeraph Apo, is 
Juks the ſon of ZEBREDEE. His noble 
ambition is ſolely directed to divine ob- 
jects: his grand purſuit, to riſe to glory 


at the great and ſolemn day, when the 


Loxp oF Lie ſhall awake the dead, 


and paſs ſentence on the ſons of man. 


To his exalted ſoul, leſs honour would 


be ignominy. On his ſeeing the Sa- 


VIOUR, in a rapture of joy he ran to 
meet him. I ſaw him when on Tabor's 
hallow'd mount, Mosss and Eras, 
ſent of Gap, appeared to the Viess1au, 


6, bright and glowing clouds encom- 
paſs d all oyerſhadow'd them. Jesus 


Was transfigur'd : his face ſhone more 


bright er the ſun in its ' meridian 


Juſtre : he was array'd in ſilver light. 
As in the holy of holies AARON the 


high prieſt ſaw the glory of God, ſo | 


enraptur'd by this pomp of celeſtial 


ſplendor, An admir” d and contem- 


— — 
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whom REN ſeeſt AlPd with ſocial friend- 
ſhip for thoſe two brothers, is PHILLIP. | 
A ſmile. of benevolence” adorns his pla- 
cid countenance, and the invariable de- 


ſſire of loving as brethren, all whom 


the Mosr Hic created in his own 
image, is the ruling paſſion of his god- 
like mind. The great CREATOR has 
alſo tipt his tongue with mild perſua- 
ſive eloquence. As at the wakening 


morn the dew.diftils from Hermon, and 
odours breathe from the ſpreading O- 


live, ſo ſw et diſcourſe e from 


the lips of PHiLiy. 


But who, ſaid Zela, en is he 
that with flow ſtep walks among the 


| cedars? on his face glows a noble de- 


fire of fame. Behold, he appears like 


one of thoſe immortal ſons of dion, 
ho conſecrate their ſacred works. to 
_ poſterity, and liye in fame from genera- 
tion to generation. Their glory uncon- 


fin'd, becomes boundleſs. and eternal; 
it ſometimes paſſes from far to Kar; 
and ech * entaptur d, compoſe 
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hymns of Gop and his Mxsst an, we 
aid the aſpiring ſtrains, and fling them | 
in the Heavens. ee 
That, ſaid the ſeraph Apona, is 
| Janes the ſon of ZkREDEE. His noble 
ambition i 1s ſolely directed to divine ob- 
jects: : his grand purſuit, to riſe to glory 
at the great and ſolemn day, when the 
Loxp or LIE ſhall awake the dead, 
and paſs ſentence on the ſons of man. 
To his exalted ſoul, leſs honour would 
be ignomin). On his ſeeing the SA- 
yIOUR, in a rapture of joy he ran to 
meet him. I ſaw him when on Tabor's 
hallow'd mount, Moss and EIAs, 
ſent of Gop, appear d to the Mess IAH, 
þ #54 bright and glowing clouds encom- 
paſs'd ald overſhadow'd them. Jesus 
was transfigur d: his face ſhone more 


#03 EEE 


5 5 Re was s array'd in \ Ayer light, 
As in the holy of holies AakoN the 
high prieſt ſaw the glory of God, fo 
enraptur'd by this pomp of celeſtial 
ſplendor, James admir'd and contem- 
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plated the glorious appearance. He of 
tyr. Thus ſay the tables of preſcience. 


He is therefore ſoon to enter trium- 
phant on the ample cheatre of the eter- 
nal ſtate, and to quench che deſires of 
his longing ſoul, in the unutterable de- 
lights of never ceaſing felicitx. 
Simo the Canaanite, whom thou 
beholdeſt ſitting, ſaid Mec1Dpon, his 


tutelar angel, was once a devout ſhep- 


herd, whom Jesvs called from the 
field. His innocent and peaceful life, 
with his meekneſs and - ſimplicity of 
manners, has gain'd the heart of his 


Lok p. IEsus coming to him on a jour- 


ney, he, with hoſpitable ſpeed, kill'd a 
young lamb, and with aſſiduous care 


attended his welcome gueſt, tranſported 
with the honour of entertaining in his 


low cottage the Prophet of Gop. Not 
leſs grateful was his repaſt to the Mes- 
SIAH, than that he and the two angels 


| receiv'd from ABRAHAM in the plains 


of Mamre. Come, O SIMON ! , 
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5 and follow me, faid he, with benignity 
in his-look— follow me, and leave thy 
flocks to thy companions. I am he, of 

whom thou, 1 heardſt the 


There is ah beleyd 3 ſaid 
Anon Ann the ſeraph. Behold: James. 
the ſon: of -ALPHEUS, That grave and 
placid countenance is expreſſive of the 
modeſt virtue which conſiſts not in 
words, but in action. While conſcious 
that he is known to Gon though he 
ſhould be diſregarded by man; forgotten 
by poſterity, and overlook'd by us, his 
celeſtial friends, be would Kill perſevere 
in his exalted: piety and ſteady; virtue, 
-Un8R4EL. then ſtood forth, and 
freeing out his hand toZEMIA, faid, 
He whom thou ſeeſt muſing in the 
depths uf that tall grove, is THOMAS, a 
zealous! diſciple. His mind is conti- 
nually rapt in meditation, thoughts fre- 
quently produ uce « hovghta witious end, 
mo Mol. . : 5 0 8b; 


———— —ͤ——ͤ—Ä— 
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love of ſucred truth. 


— Uke a boundlefs 
ſea!” He was once almoſt loſt in the 
dark fyſtem of Sadducham dreams: but 
vis (Wd by the mighty miraeles of the 


Meceran.. Then leaving the mary la- 
byrinths of entangling error, he came to 

eus. Vet ſtill, hard of conviction, 
he would fill me with folicitude; did I 
not know that with his active mind, he 
has ſincerity of heart, and an ardent 


* 


' Yonder, ſard the Ser nprs , is 


| W who was educated i in the 


ſoft Iuxurious lap of pleafure. His 
wealthy-parents accuſton'd him to the 
ſordid employments of thoſe who, un- 
mindful of their immortal ſouls, are as 
inſatiably bent on accumulating ſhining 
ore, as if they were to live eternally on 
tkis heavy globe: but on his ſeeing the 


bleſſed JIEsus, the hidden powers of his 


mind expanded: at a nod from CHRIST 
he followed him, leaving his employ- 
ment, Wen . preßh u him: down to; 


4 
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the earth, to the groveling ſouls whe 
have no taſte for the more ſubſtantial 
treaſures of heavenly wiſdom. Thus 2 
brave hero, when call'd to hazard his 
life far his country, breaks from the 
charms of ſome. fair princeſs, He en ters 
the field, There the Mos r Hicn ar- 
ray d in; juſtice, guides the battle, and 
directs the hand of death. The innocents 
he faves from the fury of the blood chir- 
ſty enemy, ſhall with tranſports of gra- 
titude proclaim his glory, and if i in the 
midſt of laughter, he remembers that. 
hei is himſelf | is a man, we will chant 
his name before the ETERNAL. 55 
Sona, the ſeraph, then ſaid, that 
amiable old man with ſilver locks, is 
BAUTHOLOMEW. Heis under my care. 
Obſerve his devout and engaging coun- 
tenance. There ſacred virtue delights 
to dwell. By his practice! its ſeverities 
will be render'd more amiable and ac- 
ceptable to mortals. Thou, O BAR—- 
THOLOMEW ! ſhalt gather many to JE 
. "They ſhall fee Sena — end, 
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and be ſtruck with thy fortitude, when 
thou, in the ſweat of death, | ſhalt ſmile 
on thy. murderers, and on thy brethren, | 
with the tranquility of a ſeraph. Then, 
ye celeſtial friends, you will join with 
me, in wiping the blood from his face, 
that all may behold his triumph over 
death, and, fill'd with nen turn 

bo to the LoR D. 

That meek and humble diſciple, ſaid” 
Exim, is myLERBEUSs. Few have ſuch 
tenderneſs and ſenſibility. When I call'd 
his immortal ſpirit from thoſe regions, 

| where ſouls reſide before their union 
with the body, I found it by a ſtream 
which, murmuring like the diſtant 
| ſound. of ſighs and plaintive moans, 
Creeps along the vale. There, as angels 
relate, ABBADONA lamented, as he re- 
turn 'd from Eden, after ſeeing the mo- 
ther of mankind, who had loſt her ſpot- 
leſs innocence. Vou alſo well know, 
that there the ſeraphs oft bewail the 
| ſouls intruſted to their care, when. after 


adorning their Juvenile years with fair 
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_ religion, and ſanctity of Hinds" they 


unhappily blaſt their blooming virtues, 


and quitting the nobler pleaſures which 


Heaven approves, become infatuated 
with the falſe, the ſhadowy allurements 
of vice. Alas! how dreadful will be 
their fate] the angels lameat their fall 


with ſighs of pity, and ſhed ſuch tears, 


as cannot fall from the eyes of mortals; 


There T found the ſoul of my dear LEB- 


kus, ſhrouded in tranquil clouds, and 


liſtening with faint perception, to the 


ſound of penſive murmurs. Theſe, 
where the ſtronger feelings of the ſenſes 


prevail, are diſregarded. Vet when his 


foul, cloth'd with light, enter'd the 
body, a flight perception of the melan- 


choly-murmurs ſtill remain'd, ſufficient 
to impreſs the mind in its firſt | forma- 


tion. Soft in the boſom of a fleecy cloud, 


I' gently con vey'd the unimbody'd- ſpirit 
to the dwellings of mortals. At length 
his mother brought him forth in a grove 

of palms.” I deſcended inviſible from the 


top of the ruſtling branches, and cool'd 
H 3 
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the infant with refreſhing breezes : but 
yen then at the gloomy ſenſation that 
he was born to die, the number of his 
tears exceeded that of other mortals. 
He paſs d his youth in tender ſorrowz 
weeping at the tear ſhed by a friend, 
and ſympathifing in eyery woe of his 
ſelloy · creatures. Thus, ſoft and com- 
patfionate, has he paſs' d his time with 
Ixsus. How am I griey'd. for thee, O 
HEzBBFDS!! at the death of thy Lox», 
thou, his devout diſciple, wilt ſink un- 
der the burthen'of phy grief, Ah! fup- 
ed thoy gracious REQEEMER | 
then him ip that hour, chou who 
pityeſt manking! Behglg wih faltering 
Kep he is Wandering towards ue in der 
wilt have a ngarer view, — face to fact 
tee the {ofelt and molt tender fout. 5 
While Ern was yet ſpeaking, Lzp> 
 bpvs ſilently jain'd them. Quick the 
eirele of aſſembled ſeraphs' witen'd to 
admit a mortal. Sa the vernal breezes 


bonelrlate Philomely — 
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They now.encompals him. and full of 
Trion, ſtand as man with man, LxB: 
z8Us, thinking bimſelf alone, and un- 
cobſerv'd, lift up his joinid hands, and 
with geſtures of diſtreſs, indulg'd the 
tranſports of his grief; crying, No 
where can I find him. Already one diſ- 
mal day already two tedious nights 
have fled, and we have not ſeen him! 
Ah his cruel perſecutors have at length 
ſound and ſeia d him! I forſaken, live, 
though Jesus is dead]! Thee have ſin- 
ners barbarouſſy ſlain, and yet I did not 
ee thee die — Thine eyes with gentle 
hand. I have not clos'd.! Say, ye cruel 
men | where did you murder him. To 
what dreary deſert, to what barren, wild, 
to. what gloomy ſepulchre, did ye, in- 
human, drag him, to take away his life? 
Ah where, my divine friend, doſt thou 
lie ? It is among the dead, pale and diſ- 
figur d] The tender grace, the heavenly 

mile, of thy compaſſionate looks, theſe 
murderers, .have ftolen !—Thy ſeryants 

| have not ſeen thee die! Oh that this. 

"= 
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| heart—this. opprefe'd. heart, might ceaſe 
to beat chat my ſoul, form'd for an- 
| guiſh, might, like that duſky cloud, Aly 
Into the night of death, that I might 
there meet my Lord ! Spent with | 
watching, I will lie gown and indulge | 
this heavineſs that comes upon me. 
Thus lamenting, he ſunk into the 
arms of ſleep. Exim cover'd him with 
the lender branches of the olive; 
fann'd his languid face with his gentle 
breath; pour'd on his head balmy ſlum- 
bers, and, while he ſlept, preſented: to 
bis mind a dream, in which he mud | 
converſing with his Lor. 
ZEMIA hung over him full of benevo- 
lent ſympathy, when a diſciple appear'd 
coming from the gloomy grove. before 
the ſepulchres. Tell me, ſaid he, who 
is he that aſcends the mountain? His 
raven locks fall in curls on his ample 
ſhoulders, and A manly beauty appears 
amidſt the auſterity of his countenance; 
while his head riſing ſupereminent a- 
bove thoſe of the other diſciples, com- 


4 + 
} 


1 
1 
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pletes the dignity oft his appearance: : | | 1 
But may I, my celeſtial friends, pre- 1 
ſume to lay, that if T am not deceiv 'd, | | 
T perceive in his countenance, traces of | 
the ſtrongeſt agitations of mind, and | 
ſomething that to me appears. mean and | 
ſordid. He is, however, a diſciple, and 
vill one day come with  Jesvs in the | 
clouds of Heaven to judge the world. — N 
But whence, O ye immortals! is this ; 
filence! Will none of you, my celeſtial | 
friends, condeſcend to anſwer me? Ah, 1 
why do you ſtill continue ſilent? Have 7 [ 


1 form'd a miſtaken judgment of. this 
diſciple, and does that give you pain? 
Speak —oh ſpeak— I own my fault. 
And thou holy diſciple, benot offended. 
When thou ſhalt enjoy the honour of 


ſuffering martyrdom for the truth, and | | 
ſhalt enter in triumph among the i im- it 
mortals, before theſe ſeraphs will 1 "T8 | 7 
atone for my offence, by the moſt cor- = x ft 
dial friendſhip. e eee 17 
Ah'Zemia! muſt I then 8 11 
thee ? ſaid ITHURIEL ſighing and ad. | | 


| 
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vaneing towards the ſeraph. Better 
would it pe for us both, were I to ob- 
ſerve, on this ſubject, an eternal ſi- 
lence: Vet 4 wilt anſwer thee. He 
wem thou ſeeſt is Jun As Isc ARILOr. 
} would not, O ſeraph, lament over 
kim. —Unmov'd, and without one com- 
paſſi nate tear, Would I 'behold” him, 

With pious indignation would F avoid 
che guilty ' wreteh; had he not been 


bleſs'd with 2 keaft formed for e | 


virtue, and paſsꝰd his youth unpollu 
by crimes—had not the Mzssian him- 
ſelf thought him worthy of my care 
when his life was pidus, holy, and ir- 
reproachable. But alas! now he To 
add more, would be heaping ſorrow on 
forrow | 155 Ah! now L know Why, when 
in the preſence of the Mosr Hicn, we 
were diſcourfing of the fouls, of the a. 


| Apies, ELOA the ſeraphb, on receiving 


a gn from the SUPREME, deſcende 


mournful, and inſtantly envelopp'd in 


clouds diie of the lofty golden ſeats,” ſet 


apart for the twelve Yiſciples, near the 
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Emeaval. D chat thou, Junas; hadſt. 
neyer heen born! Oh that no iſeraphe- 
had ever mention'd᷑ thine immortal ſoul! 
Better inſinitlely better would it have 
been for thee never to have ſeen the 
to;betray thy LorD, and profane the 
glorions, the facred ace, * which en 
We 

Thus ſpake the Gig: e 
and with down caſt look ſtood before 
ZEMTA, who reply id, I ſhuddering ſym- 
pathize with thee, and darkneſs, like 
that which precedes the dawn, over- 
clouds my eyes. Jupas, one of the 
twelve, and thy charge, O ITHURIEL, 
profane the office of a diſciple, and diſ- 
honour the gracious MEDIATOR I this 
none of the immortals could have be- 
Hey d. Vet, what is his dreadful crime ? 
What, has the abandon'd done, before 
Ixsus, and thee,. and the celeſtial ſpi- 
rits ? freely tell me, tho? my heart, O 
FrnuiEL tremble at the recital, 
8185 . : N R N 


A 


— 


; Fill of Inquieruge, x 
 agitations of his mind, uttering 1 the moſt 
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O ſeraph! ITRuRIL 81. .teturn'd, he 
hates Joan, be becauſe CHRIST loves him 
with, greater, tenderneſs ian any of his 

other diſciples. And—(fain would he 
conceal : it from himſelf ) he hates the 


REDEEMER! In an unhappy hour, diſ- 
honeſt. avarice took. root in his once 


noble foul: For this. is not the vice of - 
youth. Blinded by this baſe, unſocial 


paſſion, he i imagines. that Jonn, will be 


N preferr d by. the MesS1AH. before the 
| other diſciples, and more eſpecially be- 


rey 


fore him, to collect the treaſure; the 


| heavenly, treaſure, the firſt, fruits of the 


unbounded wealth of his new. Kingdom. 
Thus does he ſpeak; 5 aud this, oft 
have T heard him murmur with r ranco- 
rous heart, when i in his lonely walks he : 
thought himſelf unobſery'd Once 
{long will. the horrid image hover in 
my fig 2ht, and v1" my heart with filent | 
gloom)" Ince in the yale Benhinnon, 
, he gave vent to the 


- * ” 


malignant and f mpioys . Wiſhes. Deeply 
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affestell⸗ T (caſt down 1 my eyes, ew. 
inſtantly I beheld SAT Ax leave him, 
with an air of bitter mockery and tri- 


umphant ſmiles; and then paſſing by | 


me, gave me a look of arrogant con- 
tetnipe. At preſent the heart of Jopas 
s fo torn by the ſtorms of guilty paſſions, 

that I dread left each black thought, 
each fell emotion of his wicked mind, 
| ſhould' hurry him to ſwift perdition. 


Oh that thine omni i potent hand, O Gon, 


had held SK TAN bound in adamantine 
chains in the abyſs of deepeſt darkneſs! 
that the immortal ſoul' thou haſt form d 


for eternal glory, might recover from 


her errors, and ſeize the precious re- 
maining hours; that, worthy of her 


high birth, and the creative voice by 


which the ALMIGHTY call'd her to im- 
mortality, and conſecrated her to the 
diſcipleſhip, the, invincible and fearleſs, 
might reſiſt the furious deſtroyer, with 
the courage and intrepidity of a ſeraph. 


But, O thou ſupreme Wispom ! thou 
SOURCE oF GooDNEsS! be not offended: 


. — 
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at my withes:: whatever: thou ane is 
wiſeſt, moſt juſt, and beſt. 

Deareſt ſeraph, ery'd ZEMI A, „ 
Pare the-MEgDi ator? —ah, what does 


the-gracious MEDIATOR: fay to bis loſt 
diſciple ? Can he: fill ſee near him the 


criminal? Does he yet love him? and 
if he does, oh! . Ow 1 Ni” 
campaihon ?. ni 94 er 
 LEMIA, : ended byj hoe aid | 
ITHURIEL, I muſt: reveal all that 1 
would gladly conceal from myſelf, from. 
thee, and from the angels. Unworthy 
as he is, Jrsus ſtill loves him. Full of 
aſſiduous affection, not in words, but by 
looks af the moſt diuine benevolence, he 
lately, when all the. diſciples were pre- 
ſent, ſaid, Thou art he that will betray 
me! But ZRMIA ſee he approaches, Iwill 
retires I can no longer bear to loak upon. 
the ingrate. Follow me. Thus ſaying,, 
Irnöon l haſted away, ZRMIA went 


Who Was Jaa ſecond guardian; fol- 
low'd: them at à diſtanes ? for Go bad 
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given 10 Joux two tutelar angels, the | 


chief of whom was RAPHAEL, one of 


moſt exalted ſeraphs. on 


ZMA and Irnu REE now went to 
JEsus at the ſepulchres. There Sa- 
AEM, with radiant countenance, join'd 
them, and, with a look of cordial affec- 
tion, gave them the tender embraee. A 
mild joy ſhone in SALEM's face, and a 


youthful ſmile play'd in his features. 


ſweeteſt harmony, and from his lips 
W id PEP in n . 
accents. 2 besen IS; 

e een as yous! cults 


and him has he choſen his chief confi- 
dent. As the friendſhip of GABRIEL and 


As the opening gates of a delightful 
vernal morn, his mouth pour'd forth the 


faid he; there with Jesvs'in the tombs, 
is Jon, the moſt amiable of all the 
diſoiples. Caſt your eyes on him, and 
you will no longer think of Jupas, | 
Devout as a ſeraph, he lives with the 
Mess1 An'as' one of the immortals. Te 
him the RRDEEMER opens his heart; 
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the exalted ELO or as the; affection 
ABDIEL onee felt for, ABBA DON A, while 
liying with him in native innocence, is 
the friendſhiꝑ that ſubſiſts between Joux 
and his divine MAs TER. Of this he is 

worthy: for of all che ſouls of men, the 
CREATOR never form'd one more pure 


and heavenly. than that of JohN. I 


was preſent when the immortal eſſence 
came forth, and beheld a reſplendent | 
rank of young celeſtial ſpixits, thus, in 
flowing numbers hail their companion: 
We ſalute thee, holy offspring of 
the breath divine! Beauteous and 
loving art thou as SALEM, as Ra- 
PHAEL heavenly and ſublime. From 
thee, pure ſentiments, will flow as dew 
from the purple clouds of the morning, 
and thy humane heart—thy heart, fill'd 
with tender ſenſations, ſhall melt, as 
the eyes of the ſeraphim, enraptur'd at 
the ſight of yirtue, overflow with ſweet- | 
eſt tranſports, . „Fair daughter of the 
breath divine, faithful ſiſter of the ſoul 
which once; in its unſpotted youth, a- 


„ ia. dino. A 
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nimated the firſt of men, we will now 
conduct thee to the body, thy compa- 


nion, which ſmiling” Nature moulds 


for thee in proportions juſt and lovely. 


It will be beautiful, like the body of 


the M rss Ih which ſoon the DIVINE 
SpiRIT will form, and which, in man- 
ly grace, ſhall exceed all the ſons of 
Ap AM. In this thy tender and amiable 
frame, thy virtues will be prov'd, till 
the fair habitation of clay ſhall be de- 
ſtroy d. It ſhall then moulder in the 
duſt; but at laſt thy SAL EM will ſeek 


and awake thee; and if thou haſt 
faithfully perform'd thy taſ on earth, 


will conduct thee, array'd in celeſtial 
beauty, to the embraces of the Mks- 
san, coming in the clouds to judge 


the world. Thus, enraptur'd, lang 5 


the juvenile ſpirits of Heaven. | 
'SALEM ceas'd, He and the other ſe 
raphs, fill'd with ſofteſt affection, re- 


main'd near JohN. Thus three brothers 


encompaſs a belov'd ſiſter, who, in 
blooming beauty, reſembles the fair im- 
mortale, while the, with mind un- 
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troubled, fleeps on the new_blown flow- 
ers. Alas! the knows not that her 
worthy father draws near the end of his 
virtuous courſe | With this diſtreſsful 
news her brothers came ; 5 but forbear 
to moleſt her placid flumbers. © 
Meanwhile the other diſciples, ſpent 
with inquietude and fatigue, | had fallen 
| aſleep: one lay fhelter'd by the low 
bending arms of a ſpreading olive; an- 
other in a valley, encompas' d by emi- 
nences on all ſides gently rifing ; an- 
other at the foot of a lofty cedar, which 
with ſoſt ruſtling funds ſheds ſoft 
repoſe from its waving top. Some 
ſlept in the ſepulchres built by the 
children of the ſanguinary city, in ho- 
nour of the prophets muxder'd by their 
fathers: while Jupas KkCARIOT, wea⸗- 
ry'd by the peturbations of his guilty 
mind, lay near the gore; 1 
bis relation and friend. 0 
SAraAx, who in a Ms cave [had 
kftcned to the characters the angels 
hed given of the diſciples, now burſi 
forth, and with — ons 
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geſtruction appreach'd Jupas. 80 in 

the midnight hour the peſtilence filent 
invades ſome” ſleeping city. Death on 
expanded wings hovers round the walls, 
breathing poiſonous yapours. While 
the city reſts, the ſage, ſtill wakeful, 
fits with bis friends, refin'd in ſenti- 
ment, under the ſhade of a leafy bower, 
regal'd with chearful wine, Sober Tem- 
perance fills the glaſs, and adds an in- 
nocent alacrity to their ſublime converſe 
on the charms of friendſhip, the nature 
of the foul, and its endleſs duration. But 
ſoon approaches the day of lamentation. 
Soon death, with hollow eyes and coun- 
tenance terrible, ſpreads far and wide his 
baneful influence. Then comesthe night 
of torments and of groans, ofheart-rend- 
ing fighs, and guſhing ſorrow, Wringing 
her hands, the tender bride bewails her 
dearer half, the partner of her ſoul. 
Then the diſtracted mother, whole ago- 
niaing heart is depriv'd of alf her little 
fondlings, eurſes the day of her birtk and 
heirs,” Te "ane GIL _ 


WD le 


14 THE MESSIAH. Boox II! 
digger ſtands aghaſt; trembling, he joins 
the crouding dead, and drops into the 
Pit himſelf had dug. Then the ange! 
of death deſcends, involv'd in clouds 
and ſtopping on the tombs, takes a me- 
lancholy view of the deſert waſte, where 
now ſolitude and dreary ſilence reign. 
Thus the deſtroying enemy deſcend- 
ed on JUDAs, and preſented to his wak- 
ing fancy a ſeducing dream. Quick 
he enflam'd his corrupted heart which 
was too much inclin'd to guilt, with 
fell ſenſations; and thoughts big with 
rage. So the red bolt of the heavens, fall- 
ing on mountains of ſulphur, kindles 
the ready materials? then new ſubterra- 
nean thunders roar, and thro' the ca- 
verns the ſpreading tempeſt rolls. For 
high myſteries, and thoughts apt to 
inflame the ſouls of men, were for 
his greater condemnation, not un- 


known to SATAN. Soon careful ſol- 


licitude brought back the ſeraph IT Hu- 
RIEL to ſtay by his wretched charge: 


but perceiving SATAN. hovering over 
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1 him, he trembling ſtopp'd ; then look- 
ing up to the ALMIGHTY, reſoly'd 
to awake him from his ſleep. Thrice, 
with the wings of a ſtorm roaring a- 


mong the pn ns he ſwept over = 


face: thrice he paſs'd by him with 
ſounding ſteps, that made the ſummit 


of the mountain ſhake, Vet Jupas 


continued as in the fleep of death. To 
the dreaming diſciple SATAN), in the 
form of his father, appear'd with diſ- 
5 conſolate looks of grief and perturba- 


tion; and with trembling accents, 


| fraught with guile, thus ſpake: 


Doſt thou here ſleep, JuDas, care- 
leſs and at thine eaſe ? ſtill doſt thou 
continue abſent from Iꝝsus, as if thou 
kneweſt not that thou art the object of 
his hatred, and that all his other diſci- 

ples he prefers to thee? why art thou 
not continually near him? why doſt 
thou not attempt to regain the favour 


of thy Lox D? Good Gop ! what fault 


have 15 what crime haſt thou commit - 


ted, that I ſhould be abligh to leave the 
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region of death to Iament the melan- 
choly fate of thee my ſon! ? Doft thou 


| ſuppoſe thou ſhalt enjoy greater happi- 


neſs in the new empire CHRIST is to 


erect? how miſerably art thou deceiy'd ! [ 


PETER and the favourite ſons of ZE- 
BEDEE, will be greater and more migh- 


: ty than thee ] treaſures i in a full ſtream 
| ſhall flow to them from the ſpacious 
land. All the others too ſhall receive 


from the MesS1an a much more ſplen- 


did inheritance” than my. unhappy ſon, 
Come Jupas, Iwill ſhew thee his king- 
dom in all its glory. Riſe with me: be 


not diſrhay d; but arm thyſelf with cou- 


rage. Now thou ſeeſt before thee that 


endleſs chain of mountains, which caſt 
their lengthening ſhades into that fertile 
valley. There gold ſhall be inceſſantly | 

dug; gold, bright and glittering as that | 

of Opkir; while the valley ſhall thro' | 
the proſperous year pour forth a rich 
exuberance of bleſſings. This is the 
delightful inberitance of the favourite 
Jong. Thoſe hills, cover'd with 


Pain and thoſe wide- ſpreading 
fields, cloth'd with waving corn, the 
Mrssran has given to PETER. Seeſt 
thou all the opulence of that ſmiling 
country, where cities riſing in lofty 
ſplendor, each like Jeruſalem, the king's 
daughter, glitter in the ſun, and with 
their innumerable inhabitants extend 
along the vale; Behold how thoſe cities 
are water'd” by the limpid ſtreams” of 


a new Jordan, which paſſes through 
noble arches in the lofty walls. Gar- 


dens, ræſembling fertile Eden, wave 


their bluſhing fruit, over the golden 
ſands, on its happy ſhiores. Theſe are 
the kingdoms of the other diſciples. 
But now, JUD as, my ſon, obſerve that 
far diſtant mountainous country, wild, 
(tony; and cover'd with wither'd ſhrubs. 
How barren, how deſolate! Above it 
reſts Night in cold and drifly clouds, 
aud Beneath, on the tops of the emi- 
nentes} ar ſterile; depth of ice and 


northern ſnow: That, O Ju As! 


is thine” inheritance. In thoſe gloomy 
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regions thou, and the birds of ni ght, 
thy companions, are condemn'd to 


wander ſolitary” among the aged oaks, 


With what haughty---with what con- 
temptuous airs will the happy diſciples 


look down on thee ! they will paſs by 


without condeſcending to obſerve thee ! 


Ah, Jupas, thou weepeſt with indig- 


nation {--- but in vain thou weepeſt l- 


in vain are all thy tears, while, fur. 


rounded with deſpair, thou neglecteſt | 


to help thyſelf ! yet liſten to me, thy 


father, and I will diſcloſe to thee my 
heart. Thou knoweſt the Mes5s1an 
delays the promis'd redemption : the 
Jews are ſtill in ſubjection, and he 
does not appear in haſte to erect his 
new and glorious empire. Thou art 
alſo ſenſible, that the great are moſt 
averſe to ſubmit to the authority of the 
Nazarine king, -and daily. contrive his 


death. Do thou, therefore, deliver him 


into the hands of the prieſts, not to re- 


venge his hatred to thee; but that he 


may the ſooner * them with | 
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irremedilefs infamy and confuſion, and | 
thus be oblig'd to found his long ex- , 
pected empire, and to appear before 1 
every eye as powerful and as formidable | 
as he really is. By this means thou 3 
wilt at once enter into the poſſeſſion of | 
thine inheritance, and the ſooner im- | 
prove it by labour and induſtry, by til- | 
lage and trade; ſo as to give it ſome 1 
little reſemblance to the more fertile 1 
inheritances of thy companions. Mean- 4 
while; of this thou mayſt be certain, 
that the grateful prieſts will not fail to 
reward thee for delivering up Jesvs. - | 
This is the advice of a father ever at- 1 
tentive to thy intereſt, Fix thine eye | | l 
[ 


upon me, and know me in ſpight of 
the paleneſs of death. Awake. Deſpiſe 1% 
not the admonitions of a parent who is bo 
come to revive thy courage; and let = | 1 
me not return melancholy”: and e = 
to the manſions of the dead. - uw 

_ ©' SATAN having thus infected the 1 
mind of 'Iscartor with this deceit- ; _— 
ful viſion, ſwell'd, inflated with pride, | 3 1 
Vor. J. 5 | | as 
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like a mountain rais'd by a volcano, 
while convulſive earthquakes rock the 
neighbouring eminences, and, fink the 
ſurrounding hills. JuDAs awoke, Fu- 
rious he ſtarted up, crying, Ves, it was 
he—it was the voice of my deceas'd 
father !—-Thus he ſpake—-thus he 
| look'd, when before me he  expir'd. 
Ahl it is then but too; true that 
Jssus hates mel the very dead 
know that he hates me! Well, I will 
haſte and put in execution my father's 
advice. But, with what treachery ſhall 
I then act towards the Mes81an ! May 
not this viſion be owing. to the diſguſt 
that rankles in my heart? or may it not 
be ſuggeſted by SarAx ? Hence, ye 
grovelling, ye timorous ſurmiſes! I al- 
ready feel that I am enflam'd with the 
deſire of riches—with the impatience of 
revenge! O my ſoul! why art thou fo 
tender, ſo ſcrupulous? viſions preſent 
themſelves before , thee—viſions enjoin 
thee revenge.—The command of a vi- 
gion ſanctifies the deed. 
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| SATAN heard him thus ſpeak—him 
who had previouſly offended the AL- 
MIGHTY, by ſtaining his foul with baſe 
and ignoble paſſions, He: heard him 
with pleaſure, and glorying in his ſuc- 
ceſs, rais'd his head ſtill higher, and un- 


ſcen, look'd down on Jonas with tri- 


umphant arrogance. Thus on the top 
of high Olympus, a dreadful rock im- 
pends over the ſwelling ſea, proudly 
threatening deſtruction to the approach - 


ing mariners; but ſoon. will the red 


lightening, with hideous roar and ter- 
rible confuſion, ſtrike it down, and lay 
it in the lowly deep. The iflands will 
ſee its fall, and exult in the avonging 
thunder. 

SATAN, now leaving Oliver, with 
lofty ſtrides ſtalk'd unſeen over Jeru- 


ſalem, and repair'd to CAIAPHAS, 


who ſlept in his till filent palace, by 

deluſive viſions, to infuſe into the 

wicked heart of the enemy and high- 

prieſt of Gop, emotions ſtill more vile. 

Meanwhile Jupas continu'd on the 
SH 
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mount fuld with thoughts malignant 
as his ſoul. Ha en t 
The day . the nambering 


| world when JEsUs awoke, and with 
him John. Together they walk'd up 


the mount, whence they faw the diſ- 
eiples ſtill aſleep. + Jrsus then taking 
the devout Lenztvs by the hand, ſaid, 
I, my dear friend, am here, and fill 
alive. Up ſprang the tranſported diſ- 
ciple, and embrac'd him with tears of 


joy. Then running to the other diſ- 


ciples, awak'd them, and brought them 


to their divine MAsrTER, when, affec- 


tionately gathering round him, he with 


A. gracious ſmile thus addreſs'd them. 


Come, my pious friends, this day 
will we rejoice:before we exchange the 
laft embrace. Still the heavens, from 
the early clouds, ſhed the refreſhing 


deurs. on this favour d land. Behold che 


towering cedar planted by my F ATHER” 8 
hand, affords her cooling ſhade; 5 and 


ſtill I behold man, form'd after the di- 


vine image, Wr wich the immor- 
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mls But this will be no Joie ſeen. 


Soon will the darkning fky be wrapp'd | 
in gloom. Soon will the earth with 


dire con vulſions tremble. Soon will 
man look on me with murderous eye, 
and ſoon will ye all fly from me, your 
Lox v. Weep not, O PRTERI and 


thou, my tender, my affectionate diſ- 


ciple, be not afflicted: for while the 


bridegroom. is preſent, no grief is felt 


by the bride. Comfort yourſelves, ye 


ſhall ſee me again; Ves, ye ſhall ſee 


me again at my reſurrection—ye ſhall 


ſee me with all the raptures with which 


2 mother xecovers her only ſon. 


Thus he ſpake, but while his hee 
was illumin'd with grace and love, his 


heart was fill'd with keeneſt anguiſh. 
He then deſcended the mount, accom- 
pany'd by all his diſciples except Jupas, 


who, ſtanding in the thick ſhade of 


tufted trees, had heard the Saviour's 
ſpeech, and looking after Jzzvs who 
walk d away with quick Fs ſaid, He 
ages a. 
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himſelf already knows that a day of 
darkneſs. hangs over his head. He is 
therefore not ignorant of the manner 
in which he will treat his perſecutors, 
and accompliſh the great work he has 
begun. But does he know the plot I 
am meditating againſt him? Does he 
know that I intend'to betray him? But, 
alas! ſhould I be deceiv'd—ſhould my 
dream prove an illuſion, and hated as 
Jam, did it come to encreaſe my tor- 
ment? — Ah curs'd be the hour in 
which I clos'd my eyes, and the appa- 
rition of my father appear d to my view 
May ſhrieks reſound thro' the moun- 
tain May dying groans deepen the 
horror of the mouldering ſepulchres ! 

_ —Curs'd' be the place where I lay [—_ 
But why do I thus rave? Why give 
way to ſuch gloomy ideas? Why am I 
thus at variance with myſelf? It is not 
my fault if I am deceiv'd. But doſt 
thou, Hoary, viſionary ſage, enjoin-me 
to commit a crime, by betraying the 
MkEssIAH ;? — him whoſe precepts — 
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whoſe example I have profeſs'd to fol- 
low—him whom I ought to love and 


reverence? May the day—that fatal 
day, be curs'd, when JEsUs choſe me 


when full of love, and with a look of be- 
nevolence, he invited me to follow him! : 
May it be cover'd with clouds and the 
gloom of night! May the peſtilence 


walk in darkneſs, and deſtructive diſ- 
eaſes ſlay in the heat of noon ! Let no 


man name it! May it be forgotten 


of Gon!—But whence this agony 
—this ſecret horror ? Why, my bones, 
do ye tremble? Why am I ſo puſilani- 
mous? Why do I thus torment myſelf? 


1 will rouze my courage, and ſhake off 


theſe weak foreboding fears. My ſight 
did not deceive me, and if it did, can 


I by any other means accompliſh my 


deſires? Thus he rav'd: Meanwhyle, 
ſince his viſion, he had advanc'd two 
dreadful hours nearer to eternity. 


Tarr END oF THE THIRD Book, 
I 4 


—— ee A A 


. 
— 
o 
— 
. 
: * 
v 
4 
| * 1 
. 
, ”. * 5 
= * b . 
4 
* 
x 
| * 
3 . 
* . ; . l ; ; 
: 
* CY 9 . $ 
* 4 * » * 1 4 : 
| 4 
- k | 
: ö , „ .* 8 
1 * = wa 2 f 2 
| | p £ , 
a RY — * 
1 A 4 5 i 
» 2s. 4. as, * 
, —_ . jou : 
a p 
” 0 — * 4 Ou 8 1 | 
: * * | : > 
=o * 1 
a S 
1 1 N gf : ; ; 
* o — —— 1 * 0 2 8 OY 5 5 | 
A? $$ —_— 1 ! : 5 
_ } mY 1 . * * ON ' a 
£ P I 7 by 1 — | 
* 1 . 5 
5 * 
+ "5 _— 1 1 s %+; — # Sg * : 
0 3 | 
— — wa * Y . oh 5 | 
wy 4 "a 
„„ _ i N 
* — * ; 
| — * 
— 4 N yp p ; | 
£ ; : #* ” 2 
3 ” "*% * — * In . 
. + * * 0 . : 1 N : . ö 
' — 4 . 6 4 = 
\ 4 a". : 4 Fa. a 
. n ' 
„ 


- 
. N 1 } — 
— 88 
* * * * . * 
— * 
<4 1 . 
* * R * * 
” 4x I 
0 1 4 W 
* 
- % * * 
" 1 : . * ) x ” 5 
” 
% 2 7 5 = 4 
* 
8 - 
4 0 4 P 
4 
o ” * * 
* n 
« bow ” 
F " * * * * 
0 wy 
. * * * ” N 
5 4 
£ 
i Ga $6. , 
* 
v ——— 
þ 4 * * 
* 2 » - * \ < 1 * 
* * * 
* 
— j * 
, , - * 
> " k . « w ” — 1 4 - wt 
* 
* 
\ 
* , 
$ * 
- : 
* 
5 
k * 
o 
N * 
7 
- 
1 
K 
* 4, yu 
as 
0 
* 
* 
— -- _ — * 
— : _- — —— — — — — 
— 2 1 — a r Oi To ———˙»˙rUß ²˙ m oo er Ine — —— ——— ͤ— ———— : 
> _ — —— ——— hT— — ——— — 1 _ mu 2 — — _— — — — 1 
K 4 — * — — — — — —— 2 
— — r ̃ 2 ABN! 7 — — — —＋ 


er 


9 
- %* = wr 2p 12 Beet 


* 


: 


— 


» 


S 


FOURTH BOOK 
OF THE 


—ü— — * 
- 


THE ARGUMENT. 


Calarnas aſſembles the Sanhedrim, re- 


lates his dream, and propoſes the death of 
IEsus. PH1Lo, a Phariſee, ſuppoſes the 
dream a fiftion, but joins, with great ve- 
hemence, in recommending the death of 
Cu RI T. They are warmly oppos'd by 
GAMALIEL and NicoDEMUsS, Ju- 
DAS has a private conference with Cai. 
APHAS, The MEss81an ſends PETER 

and Jonx to prepare the paſſover. PE- 


_ TER fees MARY the mother of IE sus, 


LAza Rus, Man V his ſiſter, SE MIDA, 
and C911, coming in queſt of IESsUs. 
The pious love of SEMIDA and CIDII. 
Mary proceeds in ſearch of JIEs us, 
who ſtops at the tomb of Joszva of Ari- 
mathea, near Golgotha, He proceeds to 


_ Jeruſalem, and is met by Jupas, ITrav- 


RIEL, no longer able to continue that 


traitor's guardian angel, is made PE- 


TER'S ſecond angel. Ixsus inſtitmes 
the memorial of his death. Jup As goes 


out, IESs Us prays with his diſciples, and 
returns to the mount of Olives. 


We Fs } 
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Tube by a viſion, and tortur'd 
| by anxiety, CATAPHAs lay reſtleſs 
on his bed. Sleep fled from his eyes, or 

if for a ſew moments they were clos'd 
by flumber, he ſuddenly. ſtarted, and a- 
gitated by his tumultuous thoughts, fu- 
rioufly: turn'd. Thus in a field of ſlaugh- 
ter a dying reprobate, harden' d in guilt, 
rolls in agony: The approaching vic- 
tor, the prancing ſeed; the harſh din 


of arms, the ſhouts of the enemy, the 


groans of the dying, and all the thun- 


dering roar of war, diſtract his mind. 


Cover d with ghaſtly wounds he lies 
and ſeems to fink in wild ſtupidity a- 
mong the dead. Then again reviving, 
he curſes himſelf, curſes the Mos Hion, 
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and would fain' diſbelieve his being, 
Thus lay CATAPRHASs, and thus he roſe ;. 
ordering the prieſts and elders of the 
people to be ſugdenly aſſembled, In the 
midſt of his ſtately palace was the hall of 
the Sanhedrim, built of the ſpoils of Le- 
banon's lofty foreſt, with alf the magni- 
ficence that was ſeen in the works of So- 
LoMON. Thither came the prieſts and 
olders. Among the latter was JoskPRH 
of Arimathea, who, ſuper - eminent in | 
wiſdom; did honour to the poſterity of 
ABRAHAM: Serene as the placid moon, 
riding in lueid midnight clouds, he re- 
pair'd to the aſſembly. Thithef alſo 
came NicobE MI, a friend to the Mes- 
SIAH and to JosenH. Then enter'd 
erna with proud ſtep, and with 
à countenance! inflamid:; by rage, thus 
ge 45 nee ern ie 09 35; 200008 
Now ye fathers: of ee we 
muſt take out final bheſolution, and with 
powerful arm deſtroy our adverſary, leſt 
he deſtroying us, this be the laſt time 
in which we aſſemble in this holy San- 
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hedrim. This divine prieſthood, inſti- 
tuted by the great JEHOVAH. himſelf on 


mount Sinai, and reveal'd to us by the 


greateſt of all the prophets This di- 
vine /prieſthood,! which continu'd thro? 
all the ſucceeding ages, and which nei- 
ther the towers of, Babylon, ner formi- 
dable Rome, ſeated on her ſeven. hills, 
 couldeverdeftfoy,;a wretched viſionary, 


O Iſrael I is ready to aboliſh. To your 


ä ſhame, he has been ſuffer' d to declare 

with impunity, that he will deſtroy the 
temple of the Lok p. Is not all Jeruſa- 
lem his? Are not the cities of Judea ſer- 
vilely devoted to their 1doliz/d Brophet ?- 
Fhe people grown blind and ſuperſtitious; 
un the temple of their wiſe forefathers: 
they flock to remote deſarts; to gaze at 
his ſedueing miracles: miracles in 


which he is only the agent of Sa TAN. 


What can more effectually blind - what 


All witti greater amazement the ſtupid 


_ vulgar; chan his raiſing the dead or 
rather awaking the ſick from ſleep? 
Let we ſtill continue in ſupine indo- 
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| tence, waiting, a perhaps, till his adhe- 


rents riſe in arms, and in ſome dreadful 


tumult, murder us before his face, that 
he may ſbew his power in reſtoring us 


to life ! Is it poſſible; fathers, that you 
ean thus ſit in ſilent aſtoniſnment? 
that ye can yet entertain a doubt? Ves, 
ye meredulous, ye doubt but doubt 
now and ſleep forever. Ve know with 
what rebellious ſhouts Judea has hail'd 
bim king. | Never before were the ways 
ſo ſpread with the branches of the palm. 


Never did the air reſound with ſuch 


loud hoſannas. It were indeed to be 
wifh' d, that inſtead of thoſe triumphant 


acclamations, he had heard the curſe of 


the ETERNAL: that inſtead of thoſe 
repeated 3 * ears had been 

deafen'd by the voice of thunder. Ve 
degenerate and unworthy fathers of the 
people (pardon theſe expreſſions, which 
proceed from a mind inflam'd with holy 
indignation) not prudence alone, but 
Gos himſelf orders us to cut him off 


from the face of the earth. In ancient 
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times Jenovan ſpake to our fathers i in 
dreams; and ye yourſelves ſhall judge, 
whether, upon this extraordinary occa- 
ſion, your high prieſt tes of had a 
dream from Go. 
Behold, at midnight when anxious I 
lay on my bed, revolving i in my mind, 
what might be the iſſue of the late tu- 
mults, I dropp'd aſleep. Wnen lo! I 
found myſelf in the temple, 1 preparing 
the ſacrifice of atonement. Already the 
blood ſtream'd before me: already, with 
ſolemn awe, was I entering the Holy. of 


=} Holies, when drawing the vail aſide— 


My bones ſtill tremble! ſtill the terrors 
of Gop overpower me! O ye fathers] 11 
beheld AARON | in his ſacred veſtments, 
with a menacing brow, advancing to- 
wards me. Holy anger flaſh'd with in- 
fupportable blaze from his eyes; the 
piercing rays which beam'd on me from 
his breaſt- plate, ſhone refulgent, like 
Horeb; the wing'd cherubs over the 
ark of the covenant, flutter'd dreadful; 


and my ephod, reduc'd to aſhes, l 
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Iy fell to the ground. Fly, thou diſgrace 
to the prieſthood, ery'd AARON in the 
voice of "terror—fly, miſerable tHat thou 
art, and no mare preſume to degrade thy 
lacred office, by appearing here as prieſt 
of the LoR D. Art thou the high prieſt 
of the great Iznovan! ? (Here he gave 
me a furious and. vengeful look, like 
that of a man who. ſuddenly . ſees. his 
mortal enemy, Whom he is reſolv'd to 
flay)—Art, thou the high, prieſt of the 
great Jenoyan? Art thou veſted with 
that ſacred office thou who, crimi- 
nally. ſupine, canft, ſee that impious 
feducer with impunity profane the holy 
Gnfuary: . make a mock of my. brother 
Mos Es, of me, and of ABRAHAn, and 
violate the ſabbath of Gov? Go, moſt 
miſerable! left on thy longer ſtay, the 
mercy ſeat. of the ETERNAL ſhould 
conſume. thee with, ſacred. n 
At theſe, words I fled. My hair was 
diſhevell d. Aſhes, wete on my head. 
Tercify” d, frantic, and without my vel- 
ture, 1 ran 6 1 to the people, w who en 


Boox Iv. THE MESSIAH. 267 


rag'd at the light, attempted my life. 
Here I a-woke. Three hours full of 
unutterable anguiſh—three Hours moſt 
horrible, I lay, after this dreadful viſion, 
as in the agonies' of death. Still I trem- 
ble—ſtill my heart beats with terror 
ſtill is my faultering tongue unable dif- 
tinctly to perform i its office. He mit die. 
From you, fathers, F expecł᷑ a ſpeedy de- 
termination on the manner of his death. 
Here CA IArHAsS was ſibent: but af- 
ter a Thort pauſe, he reſum'd. Better 
is it that one fhould die, than that all 
fnould perifh. But in this let us act 
with prudent caution.” Let it not be 
at the feaſt, left the infatuated popu- 
lace ſhould attempt to ql hilt 50 
APHAS ceas' d. +124 nk 
No ſound; nor he leaſt murmur 
was heard throughout the full aſſembly. 
As if ſtruck dead by the flaſh' of the 
heavens, all ſat filent and motionleſs. 
 JostPH obſerving the folemn ſtillnels, 
reſoly'd to ſpeak in the defence of JE- 
sus, but was reſtrain'd by the fury wita 
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which PHILo, a dreaded prieſt, ſtepp'd 
| forth. Too proud to deliver his ſenti- 
ments, before affairs were ripe for their 
being put in execution, he had never 
yet publicly mentioned IESsus. Great 
Was his character for wiſdom, | even 
with CAIAPHAs, whom he hated: for 
he himſelf; was a Phariſee. His heavy 
hollow eyes were 5d with: malignant 
fury, and with AR and reſepafyl ue, 
he thus began: 5 
Claras, i in vain a doſt 85 pretend | 
to have receiv'd. a viſion, from Go, as 
if thou didſt not know that the EE · 
NAL never appears to the voluptuous 
ſenſualiſt, and that no ſpirits convey 
revelations to the hypocriticalSadducees, 
who diſbelieve their exiſtence, Either 
thou amuſeſt us by a fiction, or thou 
ſaweſt the viſion. If the; firſt be the 
caſe, thou here ſheweſt thyſelf worthy 
of thy Roman policy, and thy purchas'd 
> prieſthood :. if the latter, thou, the high 
| prieſt of Gon, ought'ſt to know, that 
Ea, the ALMIGHTY, to puniſh. thoſe who 
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violate his laws, permits their being de- 
ceiv'd by lying ſpirits. Thus, that A- 
HAB, the ſlave of BAAL and of IEZA- 
BELL, might periſh, and the blocd of the 
murder'd NaBoTH no longer cry for 
vengeance, an angel of death ſteps forth 
from the throne, and dictates falſe pro= 
pheſies to the prophets. ' When behold, 
thi rolling ehariets ring back the king 
mortally wounded. He dies. His blodd 
defiles the field where NA BO was ſlain, 
Thy dream indeed enjoins the puniſh- 
tient of our adverſary. Vet no dream 
haſt thou had, but what has been fur- 
niſh'd by thy fertile invention. Doft 
thou not tremble at naming the angel of 
death? perhaps one of that order altea- 
dy waits before the eternal throne, for 
thy blood, O Caiarnas! deſtin'd ſoon 
to be ſpite. 7 plead 1 not for the ſeditious 
Jesvs, neither do I hold him innocent. 
Compar'd with the Nazarene, thou art 
a leſs offender, Thouart only a diſgrace 
to the prieſthood of Gop; but he would 
aboliſh it, This Jesvs has been weigh'd 
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in the balance i in which criminals, how- 
ever powerful, even the proud conque- 
rors of nations, are found wanting. He 
has been weigh'd, and is doom'd to cer- 
tain death. He ſhall therefore die.. With 
theſe eyes I will ſee him expire: they 
ſhall behold, his: pale. and bloody corſe. 
'The earth of the hill on which he ſuf- 
fers, Iwill carry into, the Holy of Ho- 
lies: or at the great altar, lay ſtones 
ſtain'd with his ſmoaking blood, as an 
| everlaſting memorial, But how baſe is 
tby fear, O CAIAPHAS! that would warp 
us into cowardice, and 5 us ſtand in 
ſlanimity Was never EVE from our 
forefathers, . Let us then haſten te pre- 
vent the thunder — Gop "F avenging 
thunder ; left | it ſhould not deſtroy him 
alone - leſt our eye balls roll i in death, 
while they hehold his laſt agonies; and 
we expire, defil'd by being near him. 
Did the Tiſhbite fear the people, when 
he ſlew the prieſts of the ſleeping BAAL, 
whom, al their e clamour 
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could not awake? His confidence was 


in him who made the ſacred flame 


deſcend from Heaven. But without 
the aſſiſtance of the deſcending fire, I 


will go forth' to the people, and woe to 
him that fhall dare to oppoſe me, and 


once preſume to fay, that the blood of : 


the dreaming viſionary: is not an accept- 
able oblation to the great JEnovan !' 
At a ſign from me the multitude ſhall 


join in ſtoning him. Before the eyes of 


all Judea— before the face of the Ro- 
mans, ſhall the rebel die: then ſhall we 
ſecure and triumphant ſit in j udgment, 
and enter the ſanctuary of Gop rejoicing. 


Philo then, with uplifted hands, ad- 


vanc'd into the midſt of the aſſembly, 
where ſtopping, he, with loud voice, 


made this malignant and profane excla- 
mation: Bleſſed ſpirit! wherever thou 
art, whether cloath'd in heavenly ſplen- 


dor, thou fitteſt” with ABRAHAM, and 
aſſembleſt about thee the prophets; or 


whether thou condeſcendeſt to viſit . | 
congregations of thy children, and to 
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walk among mortals—O Spirit of Mo- 
ss! to thee I ſwear, by that eternal 
Covenant, which. thou, by the Divine 
command, brought ſt from the fiery 
tempeſt, that I: will take no reſt, till he 
who hates thee is number'd with the 


dead I— till with my hands, full of the 
Nazarene's blood, I come to the high 

altar, hold it over my hoary head, and 
wave it as a ank-offering before the 


| Logn. 

_Thus he ſpake, and * to 1 
chat the heart - ſearching Gon does not 
deteſt ſuch whited ſepulchres. Yet his 


conſcience call'd him hypocrite, He 


felt the juſt reproach: but full of in- 
| flexible rage, ſtood with undaunted eye 
before the council, 


Meanwhile CaraPHAs "ITY on his 


golden ſeat, trembling with indigna- 


tion. His face glow'd with a fury too 


great for utterance, and he continued 
filent, with his eyes fix'd on the floor. 
When the Sadducees obſerving his diſ- 

compoſure, with tumultuous violence 


roſe up againſt PLO. So in the field 
of hoſtile ſlaughter, the foaming ſteeds 
of an iron chariot obtain the reins, 
when the whizzing lance, with quiver- 
ing flight, ſtrikes the rider, Who with 


his mouth diſgorging blood, falls under 


the wheels. Then neighing fierce, 
they threaten with their flaming eyes: 
they ſnuff the wind, and ſtriking the 


earth, it trembles under their feet. 


The enrag'd aſſembly would have in- 
ſtantly broke up, had not GAMALIEL 
ariſen. Serene wiſdom ſat on his vene- 
rable countenance, and ſtretching out 
his hand, he, in ee Accents, "thus 

Wo fathers ! if in this tw heat 
of fiery rage, calm and ſober reaſon may 


be ſuffer'd to appear, and you are not 


enemies to prudence, I entreat you to 
hear me. Should the eternal quarrel 
be again reviv' d ſhpuld the diſcordant 

names of Sadducees and Phariſees pro- 
jy A perpetual animoſity between 
vou, how will you be able to deſtroy 


/ 
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the PRoPHEeT? but Gop has probably 
ſent enyy and variance among you, in 


order to reſerve to his ſupreme juſtice, 
the office of pronouncing ſentence on 
the NAZARENE. Let us, then, O ye 
fathers | leave to the ETERNAL the 


vindication of his own cauſe, You may 
be too weak to wield his thunders, and 


thoſe mighty arms at which the Hea- 


' vens themſelves tremble, may ſink you 
in the duſt. Be ye ſilent therefore be- 


fore the Mos r Hi, and, with calm 


ſubmiſſion, liſten to the approaching 


Ju po. Soon will he ſpeak, and the 
earth from the riſing to the ſetting ſun 


ſhall aſtoniſh'd hear his voice. If Gop 


ſpeaks to the ſtorm, and ſays, Do thou 
tear him in pieces] and to the tempeſt, 
Do thou ſcatter his bones like the duſt, 
and diſperſe them among the four 
winds ! or to the glittering ſword, Arm 
the avenging hand, and drink the blood 
of the ſinner ! If he ſays to the abyſs, 
Open, and receive him into thy bowels, 


then is he a guilty A But if, 
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with unexampled power and grace, he 
. continues, by his heavenly miracles, to 
diffuſe happineſs over the earth: if by 
his means the blind exulting, lifts up 


his face to the great luminary of day; 


or with enlighten'd eyes, and overflow- 
ing joy, he gazes enraptur d on the hand 
that kindly led him along his darkſome 
way (Forgive me, if ſtruck by actions 
great like theſe, I, in your opinion, ſpeak 


more highly of him than 1 ought)—it 


the deafear again hears the benediCtion 
of the prieſt, the ſong of the bride, and 
the ſacred hallelujab: if by him the dead 
walk, witneſs againſt us, and firſt lift- 
ing their new awaken'd eyes towards 
Heaven, turn them with pious indig- 
nation on us, ſhew us their tombs, and 
threaten us with the judgment ſeat, at 
which they have already appear'd : 

if (in which he ſeems ſtill more divine) 
he continues to live among us without 
reproach, and by his aſtoniſhing virtue, 
ſuch godlike miracles are Wrought, 1 
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conjure © you, O ye Fathers 1—by the 
living Gop, I conjure you, to ſay, 
whether \ we ought to condemn him 
whether v we ought, to fight againſt Go. 
| Here GAMALIEL ceas d, and, with an 
air of "dignity, return'd to his ſeat. 
hh © ſun, now from his meridian 
kph ſpread his rays over Jeruſalem. 
At the fame time Jupas was drawing 
in order to lay his propoſal before 
he e dene. But firſt ITHURIEL | 
and'S; ATAN went thither, and both in- 
viſible ſtood among the prieſts, where, 
without being ſeen, they * the 
crowded afſembl 7. | | 
2 ICODEMUS ſat, and filently * 
vey 4 every, face. Each member of the 
couft appear d. like the. ſelf-condemn'd 
finer, when pale and trembling, he 
hears, the thunder roll awful o'er his 
head. Even PHILo and CAIAPHAS 
ſeem d ſtruck, confounded and diſturb'd 
1 | GAMALIEL' g words. NIicopEMUs 
chofding them with a mixture of © con- 
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tempt and fear, aroſe, Sweetneſs and 
benevolence were viſible in his look, 

while an air of ſolemnity and grief 
were mix'd with that noble dignity that 
_ ariſes from an approving conſcience. 
His eye, which faithfully expreſs'd the 
ſituation of his mind, mourn'd and 
conceal'd not its tears. He believ'd in 
CurrsT, and reſolv'd to acknowledge 
him before his moſt inveterate enemies. 
After a moment's pauſe, lifting up his 
hands, he thus ſpake: 

Bleſſed be thou, O GAMATIEIL f 
bleſſed be the words of thy lips ! the 
LorD hath appointed thee his cham- 
| pion, and a two-edged ſword hath he 
put into thy mouth ! thy ſpeech hath 
divided aſunder our bones, which ſill 
ſhake ! fill do our feeble knees fail! 
darkneſs ſtill covereth our eyes, and ſtill 
Gop is ſeen wielding his wrath, to ſtrike 
thoſe who oppoſe his will, into the duſt 
from whence they ſprang! O Gama. 
LIEL! _ the MosT HIGH, „ | 
K 2 
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thee this wiſdom, who hath endu'd thee 
with ſuch magnanimity, be thy protec- 
tion! May the MxssrAn, the ſent of 
God, be thy SAVIGUR, and the Sa- 
VIOUR of thine offspring | But ye, the 
|  perſerutors of the great PROPHET of 
Gov, 1 cannot bleſs— not thee, CAIA- 
PHAS—not thee Philo- For you I 
mourn and if the voice. of ſorrow can 
| find an entrance into your hearts—if 
45 ears, of compaſhon, ſtreaming i in behalf 
of innocence, can move ye theſe tears 
alſo implore your pity for ſpotleſs vir- 
tue! Know, ye fathers, that the ſacred 
blood being once ſhed, it will lift up its 
\ «prevailing 1 voice like a tempeſt {it will 
call-it will riſe to Heaven to the ear 
X of the ETERNAL | a He will hear i it: he 
bis will deſcend, and give judgment with- 
out mercy to thoſe who have ſhewn no 
mercy, by inhumanly flaying his holy 
PROPHET, O Judea] Judea! he will call, 
where is thy Mys51an' ? if he be no 
where to to be Fand the arm of Gop, 
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will throughout all thy land, deſtroy the 
men of blood, who have put to death 


the HoLy ONE of ISRAEL 
Nicopguus here hung down his 


head, and weeping, return'd to his ſeat. 


Still PxtLo fat with menacing looks, 
trembling with impotent rage, which 
his pride ſtruggled in vain to conceal, 
Diſorder'd by the conflict of contending 
paſſions, his eyes became dim, night ho- 
ver'd round him, and darkneſs hid from 
his ſight the whole aſſembly. He was 
ready to fink : noother relief could he 
obtain, but by his giving freſh motion 


to his congealing blood, by venting his 


thoughts. He made the effort. The 
ſpirics pent up iii his high ſwoln heart, 
Auſh'd in his face, and ftarting up fu- 
rious, he ruſh'd forward. So when on 


inacceſhble mountains an approaching 


tempeſt terrific hangs, one of the black 
clouds, ſurcharg'd with lightning, 
kindled for deſtruction, burſts: ſingle, 
and while others ſtrike only the tops of 
1 
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the afpiring eedars, that, arm'd with a 
thouſand thunders, rolls with repercuſ- 
ſive roar through the whole etherial ex- 
panſe; then the mountainous foreſts 
blaze; and ſplendid palaces are reduc'd 
to extenſive heaps of ruins. . As PERILOo 
advanc'd forward, SATAN beheld him, 
and within himfelf thus ſaid ; | 
Let thy ſpeech be devoted to me: ra- 
pid and impetuous let it flow as the 
floods of Hel: terrible as the flaming 


_ impaſſion'd as the lofty ſounds. 


with which I diſpenſe my orders to the 
damn'd : rancorous, and with fury, as 
the gods of the deep utter their com- 
plaints to the immenſe mountains of 
the fiery abyſs, when the ftreams of 
flowing ſulphur ftop to liſten, and glow 
with a more livid blaze at their exe- 


crations. Thus Pm1Lo ſpeak,” and lead 


in triumph thy captive hearers. Let 
thine heart give vent to ideas, ſuch as 


ADRAMpLECH himfelf would not bluſh 


to own. Speak death to the NAZARENE. 
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Thy recompenee expect. from me, At 


the fight of his blood. thy. whole, ſoul 
ſhall overflow with ſuch, Joys as Hell 
affords. - And when thou comet, to us, 


I myſelf will be thy conductor, and in- 


troduce thee to thoſe heroic ſpirits, who 


delighted in carnage, and in ſpreading 


deſolation all around. Thus ſpake 8 4. 
TAN, unheard of all but ITHURIEL. 
PHriLo, ſtanding with eyes litt up to- 


wards Heaven, cry'd, Thoy, al tar of | 


blood, Where the lamb, of. atonement 
was offer, and y other facred altars, 
once loaded with undefil'd ſacrifices, 
which ſent up to 'Gop a ſweet ſmelling 
favour ! even thou Holy of Holies ! 
ye cherubs'! thou mercy , ſeat, where 
the ETERNAL once fat, and from, the 
facred darkneſs pronounc'd d ſentence 

the finner | 1 thou temple « "of the Log, 
flll'd with the divine, glory!. and thous 
O Moriah, where the voice of Jai 


"269. 


VAH was heard ! when the Nazar ENE 
thall lay ye waſte, and theſe ſons of 
| K 4 
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BEerA7;"by him protecbell ſhall bring 
you to) deſtruction, let me let me be ; 
eſteem'd guikleſs of your ruin. When 
our children with anxious looks, and 
trembling! knees; wringing their hands, 
Feel the Gon of their fathers, and do 
not find him=When: they ſeck in vain 
the Lonxp, becauſe the NAZARENE has 
ertted? his "throne, - where JeHovan 
- bimfelf reſided above the cherubim | let 
it be known, that of this I am inno- 
cent. If idolaters bring polluted in- 
cenſe to the. ſacred place, where hung 
the veil, where once the  high- prieſt 
alone went with humble reverence to 
the mercy ſeat | may my afflicted eyes 
never behold' the impious deed.!. may 
"Gov! rather cloſe them in death, than 
F perinit them to ſee this abomination of 
deſolation, fall on his people! All in 
my power will I do to avert the im- 
pending evil. And, hear me, O GO 

of IaRAEIL I "If « ever from thy lofty 

throne thou heard'ſt the petition of a 
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mortal, =” OT in the duſt of this 
lowly earth-Aif at the command of 
Mos ks che earth ſwallow'd up Coran, 
D&rnan, and Abl AM—if at ELI- 
JAh's prayer, the fire deſeended on the 
| meſſengers ſent by the king; and con- 
ſum'd them from the top of Carmel — 
hear me, O Gop of IsRAEL H while I 
eurſe them Who revile thee and defend 
the foe of thy prophet Moss. May 
thy end, O'Nrcopemvs ! be like the 
end of the Impoſtor, and thy grave like 
the grave of the Sower of Sedition !— 
NN ie de among che graves of the 
*-mitirderers,” who were ſton'd at a di- 
ſtance from the temple and the altar, 
When thou dieſt, may thy heart be 
harden'd may it be obdurate and in- 
flexible] may not Gon ſuffer thee to 
- weep, leſt weeping thou ſhould'ſt turn 
to him for thou haſt wept for the im- 
pious, and thy ſervile eye, in oppoſition 
to the ErxnNaL, has ſhed profane 
wars. Thou too, Oo GamaLreL! haſt. 
. * Ng 
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eſpous'd the cauſe of the ſeducer. May 
a horrid gloom may black darkneſs 
cover thine eyes, then may ſt thou wait 
in vain for relief from the NAZ ARE NE, 


and pine away with fruitleſs grief! may 


deafneſs cloſe thine ear, and horror thy 
life: then lie till the NazaRENE awake 
thee— till thou rot. And if thou haſt 


declar'd to the ſtupid herd who, like 


thyſelf, idolize this pretended Saviour, 


that he will raiſe thee: up, may that 


many headed beaſt trample on thy 
grave, and mock both thee and thy 
Prophet. When thy foul, diveſted-of 


its covering of fleſh, ſtands trembling 
before the judgment ſeat to hear her 
ſentence, then, O Gov '- ſtretch out 


chy dreaded arm, and ſtrike the appall'd 
ſinner—ſtrike alſo Nicopemvus, and 
fulfil on both the curſe I, for thine ho- 
nour pronounde. But reſerve thy fierceſt 
anger, before which the mountains 
tremble, and all Hell. is diſn may'd, for a 
ſill more guilty ſinner was * | 
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in ten thouſand thunders, then go fortb 
and ſtrike. the NAZARENE. | IJ haye 


been young, and now. am old, vet haye 


* continwally worſhipp d. a nd ador'd 


thee after the. manner of our fathers ; : 


permit, not then, (0) Gob, my dying 


eyes to behold. the Ln trium- 


phant. Fi Should. be conquer, thine eter- 


nal covenant, thine holineſs, thine oath, 


and the 7. thou gaveff to ABRg- 


HAM and h terity, are all yain— 
are all ann. Then will „ before 
all Judea, renounce thy laws and ordi- 
nances— then wilt 1 live without, tl 

— without thee will 1 lay my drooping 


head in the ſilent grave. If thine, arm 
doth not cut dif the Impoſſor, 8 4 


didſt thou appear to Mosks! 
burning buſh at the foot of ar 192 

reb was alt an illuſion Thou, d not 
in tremenduous ſtate deſcehd on the top 
of Sinai, for did the trumpet ſounds. or 
the thunder roar, or the, mounta 

ſhake? 10 . hen 2 we: ad * 
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thers from time immemorial, have, of 
- all; the-nafions upen earth, been the 
moſt worthy: of pity For no law came 
down from Heaven, and chou a are not 


the Gap bf Erael. 5: | 
285 Hete:Pnto, - with aviatifal counte- 
nance, return dito his place. Nicope- 
Ms ſtood with down=-caft eyes, like 
| one Who patient under oppreſſion expe- 
Fiences in his on breaſt all that dig- 
"nity and elevation of ſentiment, which 
akiſes fromiconſcious. virtue and purity 
of heart. Gravity fat in his fice, and 
in his foul was Heaven. The godlike 
An was filbd with awful thoughts, 
and revalu'd; in his- mind the ſolemn 
night When he! diſcours'd with the 
| "Mxz51An. on myſteries ſublime. While 
"the: SAVEOUR ſpake, enraptur?d, he be- 
held his heavenly, ſmile, his look of 
Brac, the more than human tuſtre of 
Bis eyes: he ſaw the diſplay of paradi- 
Haical innocence, the lofty, the reſplen- 
"dent: * of the Som of Go. This 
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now filled him with filent extaly ; he- 
was too highly bleſs'd te be afraid of 
man. Elevated by a ffaming ardor, an 
heavenly zwe, to himſelf he ſeem' d as 


if ſtanding in the preſence of Gon, be- 


fore the aſſembled race of man, at the 
general Judgment. On him were fix d 
the looks of the whole aſſembly. His 


eye was ſerene, filbd with: the irreſi E. : 


_ tible fate of awful virtue; his air com- 
mandedꝭ attention, and he thus began. 
_. Happy am I, who with. theſe eyes; 
have ſeen the Mz851an !f Happy ain I, 
in having beheld the Hors or ISRAEL. 
the DRETIVERER, whom ABRAHAM, 


while ſolitary. walking in the grove af 


Mamre, oft long d to ſee! whom Da-. 
vip would, with joyful tranſport, by 


his prayers, have ny down from. 


the arms of the FATHER IU whom the 
prophets with holy tears long'd to be- 

hold !., but whom Gon gave to us the 
unworthy.) Thou, the FI RSTABORN of d 
the F 9 full of grace and truth, 
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didft divide the Heavens, and come 

down to bleſs thy. people. Vet theſe 

term thee a Viſionary and a Sinner. 0 

thou guiltleſs: thou moſt innocent ! 

—who are they that thus defame thee? 

When didſt thou invent lying viſions? 

When was thy ſoul polluted by fin ? 

did not the divine Ixsus ſtand before 

the aſſembled Iſraelites, when thou, O 
PriLo.! waſt preſent? didſt thou not 

then hear him cry aloud, Who among 

| you is able to convict. me. of {in ? 

Where, PHriLo, was then this furious 

wrath—thoſe lips, ſlanderous and pro- 

fane? why didſt thou and thy ſurround- 

ing companions ſtand ſpecchleſs ? why at 

firſt did an univerſal filence reign, and 

every ear remain fix'd" in expectation? 

| There were ſeen faces full of rapturous 
* Joy, while others were filled with anxi- 
| ous fear, dreading leſt ſome ſhould 
ſep forth and witneſs againſt him. 

How awful was this ſilence ! — this 


dulpence a but when among the innu- 
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merable multitude none ſtep'd forth 
when none could find cauſe of accu- 
ſation againſt the great ProPHET oF 
Gon, ſuddenly the voices of the ap- 
plauding people on all ſides aſcended 
to the ſkies, while with the loud ac- 
claim Moriah ſhook, and the woody 


ſummit of Olivet trembled! Then, 
flock'd to him the once blind and 


dumb, and with an. effuſion of joy, re- 
turn'd him their moſt grateful thanks. 
Then the numberleſs crowds, he had 
before miraculouſly fed in the deſarts 


haſted to bleſs this FaienD of man. 


Then was heard among the people the 
loud voice of the youth whom at the 
gate of Nain, he had reſtor'd to life. 


Oh more than Man! cry'd he, thou 
SON OF; THE LIVING Gop; the hand 
which I ſtretch out to thee was once 


ſtiff! Theſe eyes that weep — that 


weep at ſeeing thee, O thou Divine 
 —were. .clos'd ! This ſoul which ex- 
| ulting, is filled with fervent love, had 
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| quitted, its Heſhly abode }- They were 
carry ins to the tombs of the dead 
gut eres to thiefe ſtiffen d limbs to 
theſe cos eyes,” dit life and animat- 
ing beat impart !” Agalf I ſaw the 
earth and ſky, 2 1 5 me ſtood my 
Ne mother r jy ear back 
the departed ſoult— They carty'd me 
"not td my tomb 1 TO art TA than 
Man! thou art nbt à finer Save me, 
thou Sow of the ETERNATL God! thou 
| "the f promis'd Seed! the joy of thy mo- 
RA the joy 'of the Farth, by mee re- 


4 ? eem' d. 3 A . & 
5 A he wake, en with 
wy down calf « Fes, fat poring on the 


Sround. Then, after a moment's pauſe, 
he reſum'd, Why, O PriLo! didft thou 
fllent ſtand before all Judea?— Vet 
. why need I here relate theſe events 
Ve already know them. Hadſt thou, 
Pratt, eyes to ſce----hadft thou ears to 
bear- wert nat thine underſtanding 


N 
l . f Viapt i in 1 darkneſs, "and * heart. 


7 * . 
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I. 1 nt K 23» + 
un danxhe call | of bitterneſs, long 


would'ſt thou baue known | im to have 
been the Sog of the ErTranAL Fa- 
| THER. : [ 0. Wert thou, tc 00 Rupid' for this, 
thou Hoden ; have . ſtood in awe of 


Gon, and. have. verently w waited in the 
_ duſt, till. the DE 10 the whole 


Earth had. jultify's bim fr rom Heaven, 


or 6 e on. $0} ead, att 
Religion, thou off; Fpring, of Gon. 


2 ſacred ep of man U fair daugh- | 


ter of Truth! ſublimeſt te teacher of ce- 
leſtial Virtue ] beſt bleſſing ſent from 
Heaven I immortal like thy divine pa- 
rent] lovely as the angels of God | 
and ſweet as the eternal life Thou art 
the ereatreſs of clevated ſentiments; the 
mother of pure devotion; or, as a ſe- 
raph has nam'd thee, thou art Excel- 
lence inexpreſble, when thy Tucent 


beams, deſcend into the noble ſoul | But 


in the; minds of the proud hypocrite, 


and of the wicked bigot, how art thou 


transform'd ! thou art then the daugh- 
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ter of the firſt incendiary? a prieſteſs 


that. delights in maſſacres and blood! 


No longer bear'ſt thou thy native love- 
ly form; fair as light, moſt meek and 
humble! thou then art black as ever- 
laſting night, and ſmear'd by the blood 
ſlain by thy murderous hand! Thou 
art an hideous fiend that hovereſt over 
altars ſmoaking with human victims! 


Thou, preſumptuous, ſtealeſt the thun- 


der reſerv'd by the SOVEREIGN JuDGE 
for his own uſe ! Thy foot ftands on 


Hell! thy head, menacing, towers to 


Heaven! Thou teacheſt the wicked to 
murder thy deſt friend. But O Reli - 
gion Religion - doſt thou breathe 


murder ? doſt thou delight in Naugh- 


ter? doſt thou animate the lt of 
the aſſaſſin ? — No. Some ſpirit of 


Hell aſſumes thy name !—ſome ſpirit 
of darkneſs wears thy garb, to fulfil the 
counſels of the damn'd—O Religion, 


ever fair and lovely ! — O Religion, 
moſt injur'd ! actions like theſe are far 
from thee, thou offspring of the Gob 


of grace and merey thou fountain of 
peace and falvation! thou fweeteft 
charm of n en death gf Hea- 
ven! 

My carl is a with pious 1 Uo 
yet while rapt in the contemplation of 
this amazing ſubject, I am fill'd with 
pity for you. An abhorrence, mix d 
with compaſſion ſeizes my ſou}, while 
I reflect on your' inſenſibility to ev 
humane, every generous ſentiment: that 
you have render'd' yourſelves unable to 
_ diſtinguiſhi between religion, and the 
thipſt of blood: chat pour dark minds 
can ſcaree diſcern the bright beams that 
irradiate the fair form of amiable Inno- 
- cence!” But little doth Innocence re- 
gard her not being ſeen by you, while 


ſhe is ſeen by the pure SaurcE o AI 


Goop, and by the enraptur'd ſpirits of 
Heaven | Innocence will not fear, tho* 
condemn'd by the abject ſinner, while 
feraphs ſtand and admire, and the E- 
TERNAL, ſeated on his lofty throne, 


o 
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finiles benignant. On when the ſons 


of earth rite aud witneſs againſt her, 
how little, how contemptible do they 
appear ! But what appearance will they 
make, when ſtanding before the whole 
aſſembly of the awaken'd dead ?---when 
all the hoſt of heaven ſhall witneſs a- 
gainſt them la when the loud voice of a 
cherub ſhall call the faints they have 
perſecuted 1---when the Lok D himſelf 
mall ſpeak, and lead them triumphant 
into glory How will they then, ſeiz d 
with horror, call to the hills to hide 
them! to the mountains to fall upon 
their heads! to the ſea to overwhelm 
them with its waves! and to deſolation 
to reduce them to nothing! that they 

may be hid from thoſe they have un- 
juſtly condemn'd, and not meet the ee 
of the dreadful. righteous! that they may 
be hid from the tremendous | wrath of 

the mighty Jup, who will eſpoue 
the cauſe of the innocent! 
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Strengthen me, ye lofty ideas of the 


iolemn, the univerſal judgment! May 


ye be to me as the mount of God, to 
Which, I may fly, When O my dying 
Lonp thy laſt look ſtrikes through 
my ſoubl- == Log plainly do I already 
feel the ſtrong emotions that will then 
well u heart. When 1 think of thy 
. approach ing death, A. two-edg'd. ſword 
; ſeems to glitter pver my head. -In vain, 


ve ſofty ideas of the coming. judgment, ̃ 


0 Je elexatę my ſoul---a full heart, 
_4well'd; with.. grief like mine, attends 
nt, the. awful trump. Shalt thou 
die i -thou Divine---th ou Who, when 
young, 1 haye carry -d. in theſe arms, and 
 claſp'd/ to my heart, with. flent joyful 
admiration? Men, diflinguiſhed by their 
Wiſdom, and learning, with amazement 
gather d, round thee and improy'd by 
thy diſcourſe | | Even legions, of celeſtial 

| ſpirits ifſu'd, from. the everlaſting gates, 

and. deſcended to hear the words of thy 
mouth; then, snraptur'd, return'd, 


* o # 


190 THE MESSIAH, Book IV, 


ſinging thy praiſe, - Behold thou com- 
mandeſt the tempeſt, and the tempeſt 


| rejoices to obey.” The ſtorm is huſh'd, 


Thou rifeſt and walk'ſt on the ſea: 

thou treadeſt on the fluid waters. — The 
Heavens ſee thee walking bn the liquid 
deep halt thou die? Ves, if ſuch 
be the ſacred! decree of the ETERNAL, 


thou ſhalt die If the MosT Hicr has 


reſolved ndt to interpoſe, but to ſuffer 
theſe moſt i impious te dip their guilty 
Hands in thy facred blood = thou ſhalt 
die! but I will weep over thy grave. 
1 will go to the holy brook: of Bethle- 


un where Maxy bore thee. There 


wilt T bewail thy death I- there will I | 
die ] vill lament over thee; thou beſt 
of all the human race! thou Sen or 
Go! thou ANGEL'or Tux Covx- 
N AN thou PRixen or Pract! May 
my tomb be near to that of the righte- 
-ous JESUS near the bones that reſt in 
peace and ſafety, to awake to life eter- 
nal Vet hy do! delay to leave this 
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aſſembly ! Guiltleſs and undefil'd J leave 
' it---GoD has heard me---me who am 
pure from ſhedding innocent blood : 
Now thou JUDGE of the earth, call me 
to thyſelf ! for I have no part in the 
council of ſinners. 

Having thus ſpoke, he for a few mo- 
ments ſtood ſilent, and then with a coun- 


tenance of angelic ſerenity, cry'd, Pi- 


Lo, thou curſeſt me, but thee I bleſs, 
This I have learn'd from my Loxp and 
Saviour, whom thou wouldſt flay--- 
For thou wouldſt lay gentle Mercy and 
forgiving Grace, Liſten, oh liſten to 
my advice, and know him. When 
thou ſtandeſt on the brink of death- 
When the innocent blood thou haſt ſpilt 
terrifies thee and overflows thy ſoul like 
a deluge—when thy revengeful voice 
echoes back, and pierces thine ear like 
a_tempeſt—when thou ſhalt hear, a- 
midft the darkening gloom of, encreaſing 
| horrors, the Jupce of the earth, Prece- 
ded by the trumpets terrific ſound: the 
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Sroke of the eee ſword whetted 
for deſtruction: the fiery arrows drunk 
with the blood of the cruel : then will 
thoughts, far different from thoſe that 
now employ thy mind, ruſh en thy ſoul, 
Thou wilt then in the bittereſt agonies, 
and with the moſt doleful cries, bowing 
and writhing thy limbs, ſupplicate and 
implore his mercy ;_ and then—then in 
that awful and tremendous moment of 
expiring nature, may God hear thy ſup- 
plications, pity thy tears and thy groans, 
and regard thee with compaſſion. 
He then paſs'd through the crowd, 
accompany'd by Josxen. The feraph 
ITHURIEL, ſeeing the devout Nicopk- 
MUS leave the aſſembly, roſe with ex- 
| tended wings, and enraptur'd hover'd in 
the air. His eyes beam'd with reſplen- 
dent joy, and a heavenly ſmile adorn'd 
his face. So one of the celeſtial hoſt, 
_ Ald with divine love, and extatic rap- 
ture, ſtands on one of the blooming hills 
chat e the 8 8825 es while 
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ELoa, in the divine preſence, joining 
is melodious lyre, ſings the rewards of 
virtue, and the extaſies of friends meet 

ing in the bliſsful regions: Meanwhile 

the liſtening angel is loſt in admiration : 
the ſpeaking ſtrings, in ſounds melli- 
fluous, ſwell with higher, and ſtill 
higher ſtrains, while each thought riſes 
on thought, till he ſpreads his golden 
wings, and riſing, flutters enraptur'd, 
diſſolv'd in joys unutterable. Thus ho- 
ver'd ITHURIEL, while to himſelf he 
faid, O human race l with what bleſ- 
fings ſhall ye be crown'd, if after the 
great REDEEMER's death, ye riſe to ſuch 
_ fublime perfection, and each Chriſtian 
reſembles this righteous man] Regard- 
leſs of SATAN, he ſuffer'd him to hear 
. his words. The arch- apoſtate perceiv'd 
his ecſtaſy, and felt with pain the tri- 
umph of the toweting Teraph, who aſ- 
_ cended towards Heaven. Niconemus, 
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thou ſeemꝰſt cover'd with-ſhame ! This 
pierc'd the ſoul. of JosEryRH; who al- 
ready: feoretly lamented his timid ſi- : 
lence: trembling; and unable to ſpeak, 
he left NiconE Mus, and fill'd with in- 
ward anguiſh; liſt up his humbled eyes 
with grief towards Heayen. 
When Nicop Ms retir'd, the whole 
aſſembly tete ſtruck with profound 
cCobixſternation; for he had transfix d 
their ſouls, and fill'd them with the 
deepeſt wounds. They then ſtrove to 
benumb the internal ſenſe of pain; but 
on the great, the deciſive day of judg- 
ment, theſe wounds. ſhall open and 
bleed afreſh ; eternally bleed; for no 
longer ſhall they —— Auge he ſe- 
cret monitor within. ; 
All were now ſilent; * the 33 
was ſuddenly riſen, when Jupas—the 
deteſtable JupAs, enter d. Wondering, 
they law him paſs through the erowded 
hall, and, with a compos'd air, approach 
the high - prieſt, who, with wicked joy, 
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inclin'd his head to hear him, and then 
admitted him to a private audience. 
This being ended, CAIAPHAS return'd 
to the council, and ſaid, Some there 
are in Iſrael who do not bow to the 
idol. This man is one of his diſciples, 
and yet he has the courage to adhere to 


the ordinances of our fathers, He de- 


ſerves a reward. Jup as took the ſilver, 
and, tran ſported at the honour done 
him by the pontiff, walk'd with an ar- 
rogant air of dignity out of the council. 
The reward indeed appear d to him too 
ſmall; but he flatter'd himſelf with the 
hope that it would be greatly enlarg'd, 
when, by his zeal and activity, he ſhould 
carry his treachery into ſucceſsful exe- 
cution. PH1Lo, however, with a look 
of hatred, bad view'd the diſciple paſs a- 
long; for he was ſecretly -vex'd, that 
one of the loweſt of the people ſhould 
have a ſhare in, that honour which he 


Had Propos'd to arrogate entirely to 
himſelf. Vet on his return, the diſ- 
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| ſembling hypocrite gave him a ſmile of 
approbation, and continu'd looking at 
Jupas till he had left the aſſembly. 
Thus the firſt of murderers, with a 
Jook of mockery and triumph, follows 
with his eye the ambitious conqueror 
ruſhing into the battle. Tt is he that 
inſpires him with habitual'cruelty, and 
bids the idle dream of everlaſting fame 
flutter at his heart, and ſparkle in his 
eye, while the verdant laurel ſeems to 
ſprout round his brow. The din and 
tumult of the arm'd field ſounds de- 
lightful in his ear, and without emotion 
he hears the groans of the dying. He 
has forgotten that both he and they are 
Chriſtians. He has forgotten that the 
thunder of the laſt judgment, ſhall 
awake botli him and them! 80 JupAs, 
accompany'd by the eyes and wiſhes of 
the Phariſees, abſorbꝰd in golden dreams, 
| went! in queſt of Jesvs. | 

Forth from the banks of the brook of 
"Cedron came the adoreable Mrss1An, 
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S 


walking thro? the grove of palms that 
ſhades the valley. There beholding the 
city, and his aſſembled enemies, he 


cry'd, No more, O Jeruſalem ! will-L - 


lament thy children, See here are the 
ſepulchres of the ſaints whom thou haſt 
flain! yet many of thy ſons will one day 
be mine, and join with you, my diſci- 


ples, in bearing witneſs of mel I will 


now accompliſh my almighty FATHER's 
will. Go PETER, ' and thou Johx, my 
faithful, my belov'd diſciples, 'to;'the 


city, where you will ſee within the 
walls. a man bearing a pitcher of water. 


With affectionate amazement will he 
caſt his eyes on you. Follow his ſteps, 
and where he enters, aſk the good man 
of the houſe, ſaying, Where is the 
gueſt-chamber, that the Maſter may eat 
with his diſciples ? He will courteouſly 
conduct you to a large upper room: 
and there make ready. 

The two. diſciples found every thing: 
as IEsus had ſaid. While the lamb was 

| | „ 
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preparing, PzTZR, who eagerly ex- 
pected his Loxp, aſcended” to the flat 
roof of the houſe, to ſee if he could 
perceive him coming. But while his 
eye was wandering in ſearch of his 
Lok p, he beheld Maxy, the mother of 
JIxsus, accompany'd by a few friends. 
She appear'd fatigu'd, and in pain; for 
ſeveral days had ſhe ſought her ſon, 
and paſs'd each tedious night in tears. 
Yet ſerene ſhe walk d, tho” unconſcious 
of the dignity the deriv'd from her na- 
tive purity” and unfully'd virtue. She 
had an humble heart, which pride had 
never enter'd, and a noble ſou] worthy 
of the firſt daughter of Eve, if Ex had 
never ſinn'd. Thus the advanc'd a- 
midſt her friends. Cloſe by her fide 
was LazaRvs, from his ſhort dcath 
awak' d, fill'd with heavenly ſenſations, 
and ſecure of immortal life, His down- 
caſt eye appear'd fill'd with myſterious 
thoughts, blended with dignity inex- 
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E. the hhpy dying Chriſtian, who 


ſmiles at the hour of death, He: was . 


then rapt in meditation, on the ſepara- 
tion of his ſoul, and its return to the 
body, when at the MxssiAn's call he 


aroſe from the duſt. He was follow'd 


by his ſiſter MARY, who devoutly liſ- 
tening to CHRIST, had been melted by 
his diſcourſe, when chuſing the better 


part, ſhe ſat weeping at his feet. Pale- 
neſs and languor now overſpread her 


countenance. In her eyes ſtood the qui- 

_ vering tear, which ſhe ſtrove to reſtrain. 
 NaTHANIEL, whom JESUS had pro- 
nounc'd to be without guile, had gain'd. 
her heart, and both he and her heaven- 


ly brother, who had beerrreſtor'd to life, 


divided the tender virgin's thoughts. 

Unmov'd ſhe felt the approach of 

Death; yet already ſympathiz?d in the 

grief that would be felt by NATHA- 

NIEL, and her half immortal brother, 

Near her walk'd the modeſt C1DL1, the 
L 4 
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| daughter of Jarrwvs. Scarce had twelve 


guiltleſs years paſs'd over her head, 


when in the chearful gaiety of bloom- 


ing life, ſhe lay down in a, peaceful 
field, and died in the preſence of her 


mother. Then came the gracious 


MxkssilAh, and calling her back to life 


veſtor'd her to her afflicted, now tran- 


ſported parent. In heavenly ſanctity, 


me bore the traces of her reſurrection, 


and already appear'd half divine: but 
ſhe was ſtill a ſtranger to the glory that 


was to crown her future life, and had 


not yet obtain'd the full blown beauty 
of ripen'd age: yet was her pious ſoul 
impreſs'd with a noble love. Such was 
the Shulamite, the faireſt of the daugh- 
ters of ISRAEL, when awak'd by her 
mother under the apple tree, ſhe 
follow'd her guiding. ſteps into the 


myrtle grove, under the refreſhing cool- 


neſs of the: inviting ſhades, where in 


* e * 5 
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clouds of ſpicy fragrance, the heavenly 
loves hover'd | inviſible: *inſpit'd by 
them, the there firſt” inhal'd ſublime 
ſenſations, - and trembling wiſh'd to find 
the youth who, created for her, was 
inflam'd with the ſame ſacred emotions. 
Thus walk'd Ciprr, leaning on the 
arm of the devout MARV, the ſiſter of 
Lazarus. She was accompiny'd by 
SEMIDA, whom the SAVIOUR had rais'd 
from the dead by the walls of Naim: 
He was in the bloom of life; his hair 
hung in curls on his ſhoulders, and he 
appear'd as beautiful as Da vip, when 
ſitting by Bethlehem's limpid ſtream, he 
was raviſh'd at hearing the ALMIGHTY's 
voice. But the ſmile of Davip ſat not f 
on the face of SEMIDA. 
Now Maxy, the mother of Thor 
ſting up her eyes, diſcover'd PETER. 
Speedily ſhe haſted towards him hoping | 
to find her ſon. PETER and. JoHN had 


202 THE MESSIAH. Boox IV. 


deſcended into the hall, and went. to 
meet her. They beheld her and ftood 
amaz'd, ſo ftrongly was the elevation 
of her mind expreſs'd in her face, and 
with ſuch dignity was her form inveſted 
by him, who before his bemg Man, was 
Creator, and ſuch again will he appear, 
when at his call the duſt of the dead 
ſhall form new and immortal bodies, 
and again cloathe the ſouls they before 
inveſted. Her attendants, two of the 
moſt amiable daughters of Judea, and 
who moſt deſerv'd her affection, walk'd 
on each fide with ſweet and humble mo- 
deity. As above all the mountains of 
Judea, Tabor, the reſplendent witneſs 
of the bright transfiguration riſes ſuper- 


eminent, ſo amidſt theſe holy women 


Mary roſe graceful, When among 
| theſe favour'd diſciples ſhe ſaw not 

Jz$vs, ſhe ſtood oppreſs'd with grief: 
but at length recovering her ſpeech, ſhe 
turn'd to Johx, and ſmiling, while the 
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big tear, with trembling luſtre, glitter'd: 
in her eye, thus addreſs'd him: | 
He wham I have often borne in my 
1 who oft with. looks of filial 
love has lain neareſt my heart I trem- 
ble at calling my ſon: for too exalted! 
is he for a mortal mother — too great is 
his power too great his miracles for 
one born and belov'd of me l- Where, 
O deareſt Joan! ah where is the Sox 
of the ETERNAL? Long have I, with 
ſolicitous inquietude every where ſought 
him — ſought to prevent his coming to 
Jeruſalem; tꝰe profane, the murderous, 
city that ſeeks his life. They would: 
put Him: to death, whom mine arms 
have borne; whem my breaſt has nou- 
riſh'd; whom my tearful eyes have 
view'd with maternal tenderneſss. 
The pious. JohN with. gentle voice 
reply'd: By the command of the Loxp, 
we here prepare the feaſt. of the paſſoyer. 
Scon will he return from Bethany. O- 
1 wait his coming, and then re- 
L. o 
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veal all that thine heart, with ſuch r mt- 


ternal fondneſs, longs t to expreſs; and 
its great emotions ſo worthy of the 


holy PRO HET. 


All were now flent. The ſiſter of 
Lazanbs, WhO had oft enraptur'd; 
liſten'd to Jz sus, gently lean'd on her 4 
belov'd © 1911, and to CipI, SEM 154 
drew near, with down caſt looks. She, 
no ſtranger to the pain that long had 


meld che beartlof Srzaip a, 180d 


aſide at him; in his melancholy eyes 
the read the ſenſations of his ſoul, and 
beholding the dignity with which. ſuf- 
fering virtũe adorns the cotintefance, 
her heart melted, and ſhe N 
tender thoughts. Fe se 
Generous youth! for me he pas 
his life in grief, bis days. i in ſorrow ! Oh 


that I were worthy of. thee, and. that 


thy Ci deſerv'd thy pure and New. 


venly love! Long have I wiſh'd-to be 


| tine," to learn from thee, why virtue 


o lovely-apd ſo bleſs'd. | Thie Ilona 


154 
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2s in ancient times, the daughters of 
Jeruſalem, loyd! | Llove thee as a young 
lamb, that at thy nod. delights to, play 
before the; as the lilly of the valley is 
brought. forth and nouriſh'd by the ear- 
ly day, ſo in thy pure embrace would 19 
de form'd for thy eternal love! Ab my 

mother, why haſt chou renew d to me 
the ſevere command of Heaven but 
Lam ſilent -I obey, the wiſdom of, an 

_ affectionate Parent, and the voice = 
Gon ſpeaking. in. her !. to him am 1 
devoted] Jam rais'd from the dead [ toa. 
little do, 1 belong to the earth to be 
given to A. mortal! ceaſe. then, thou 
amiable Vouth, thine affeRionate, "thy, 
tender fighs ! Oh that I mi might, again 8 
delighted behold that face dreſs'd in 

chearful ſmiles, ind wet with no tears 

dut thole' of j Jo. pbeas d may 1 again. 
behold thge, as When A youth, thou 
ſmil'dft at ſeeing. me eſcape from my. 


mother; 5 ag arms do run to Mir | 
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Affected by theſe tender fentiments, = 
her tears fore'd their way, Which St. 
wrt percbitꝰd, though Crop abaſhi'd, 
cover d her face with her veil?” He the 
boftly ſtole defected from the company, 
and when alone, „Jooking on the n 5 
in plaintive accents, ry d J 
Why does the weep? No longer 
could I'behold her tears. Ye precious 
drops, which ſllent ſtand trembling 
in her glittering eye, were büt one of 


you ſhed for me, that one would be td 


me reſt and conſolation? I ſtill inceſ- 
ſantly grieve—grieve for her! My mind 
ſo full of ſoft ſolicitude is fill'd with 
thoughts of her! O thou immortal 
part of me thou Soul that inhabits 
this tabernacle of clay l. or thou Rea- 
ſon, inform me of my fate, and diſperſe 
the clouds that hang over. me.. Tir'd am 
I of weeping---tir'd am I of being thus 
overclouded with perpetual gloom. Why, 
when I ſee her, who, perhaps, is no lon- 

ger mortal why, when ſhe is abſent, 


is ſhe ſtill the ſubject of my thoughts ? 
Why does my full heart then feel ſen- 
fations before unknown? How tender 
are my ideas, all centering in love! 
Why flows from Cipz1's lips ſuch ſoft, 
ſuch ſilver ſounds? Why does her ſpeak- 
ing eye, from which her ſoul looks out, 
fill my throbbing heart with fuch ftrong, 
fuch dear emotions? each pure as inno- 
cence, and noble as the actions of the 
wiſe, Why does grief with fable wing, 
hover over my head, when 1 imagine 
ſhe loves me not ?- Torturing thought 
be gone ! Ah, then am I hafting to the 
grave, to which 1 was once ſo near l- 
| Often do I then attempt, with powerful 
arms, to combat my ſorrow. My ſoul 
aſſembles every ſentiment that can e- 
vince its high. birth and native dig- 
nity: I endeavour to inſpire it with. 
firmneſs, by the idea. of its immor- 
tality : but, alas it is all in vain, 
1 fill weep. Why am 1 oblig'd to. 
feel this everlaſting flame? Oh, Why 
does my heart become ſo miſerable, by 
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aſpiring to an union with, an heart ſo 
pure? Why do I. ſtill inceſſantly re- 
peat h her name i | But can Jever, ceaſe to 
remember her Ah what 5 divine 
is this, that in ſacred whiſ pers, andi in har- 
monious ſtrains, which none but. tender 
ſouls'can hear, tells me that my love 
hall be eternal ? ? Iwill then euer love 
thee be thou ſilent or reſerv'd, thou 
malt ever be the object of my. love! 
Ah, .Cipiy, could I with. humble awe, 
preſume to think t that thou wert form'd | 
for me, how tranquil would be my 
heart! "Thy love, O CIbII! would 
fill mj ; foul with) joy! Oh, that I might 
be a low'd to "indulge the pleaſing 
thought, that thou, heavenly fair, wilt 
be forever mine f--=-mine through the 
endleſs duration of eternity! 15 My love 
of thee has taught me to; know the ex- 
alted charms of virtue, once. to me in- 
viſible ? My heart, with, glad ſolicitude 
9955 her precepts. Thy voice, Q.Du- 
of, IN hear from 7 e e 


n YEP 73 


14 L 
Fax 2 * $ Ai. ; 


- 


Boek IV. THE MESSIAH, 200 


pers ſilent lead me: their divine found; 
has ſtruck” mine ear, and not in vain?! 
With child-like innocence, my obe- 
dientheartfulfils thine eaſy i Inj! junctions; ; 
nor ſhall the poſſeſnon of her Who is 
dearer to me than the whole creation, 
be polluted by guite.” "Whiat a gift, O 
Civir? wouldſt thou be to 5 how 

would I thank the Giver, and borne on 
thy purity, as on wings, approach 1 nearer 
to the yUPREMELY AMIABLE, who 
has form'd thee thus lovely WhO Has: 
render'd' my heart ſo tender and thing 
10 dine As at thy birth, thy mother 
ifo d in tranſport, gaz'd 1 on thee j 
and as ſhe hung over thy dying face,, 

when thou en in her 8 


deaf to the ſound of the approaching 


foot, and to the ſoothing | voice of the 
helpers n Juda; ſo has my ſoul been 
| agitated by 2 ſehfations, the tran 


{#8870 


ports, rals d by each momentous 


thought.” At the idea that thou, 0 
Cipay! art created for me! my con- | 
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templatiye: faculties hang yi 
view thy, purity, the. ſublimity. of 

thine ideas, the dignity of thy con- 
ceptions, till I become inebriated by 
raptures that ſeldom flow from Hea- 
ven into the heart of man] But when 
invaded by other thoughts, and lying 
in ſuent necturnal an, my ſoul hey 
then appear pee et by all, and con- 
fin'd to a painful ſolitude] thou art 
no longer with me, and the whole 
creation is to me a ſpacious void | Oh 
for the ſake of that virtue and love, | 
and inward beauty, which raiſe thy 
| fpotleſs foul” above che duſt of the 
earth; or by what is ſtill more pre- 
cious and exalted---by thy awaking 
from death, and by thine immortality, 
wien cloath'd in light, thou ſhalt dwell 
among the bleſt inhabitants of Hea- 
ven, and by the crowns, the rewards. 
of virtue, I conjure thee, my dear 
CipL1, tell me if thine heart feels the 
ſame ſenſations for me; if it knows 
the love I feel? 
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Oh the elevated, the ſweet, the rap- 
turous idea ! ſhe has been rais'd from 


the dead !---T too have been awak'd 
from death - perhaps to die no more ! 
and both to a higher lite---Vanifh, ye 
deceitful dreams; ye raſh defires.--- 


How may I be involved in your dan- 


gerous ſeduttions ! to what an exceſs 
may I be carry'd | by my love for 
CIDIII- Vet can I with too much ardour 
love her----her with: whom in that ex- 
alted life, I more defire to live, than 


here in the duſt below! With her; whe- 


ther on high, or upen earth, I long to 
join in love to the ErEHRN ALU and in 
pouring out our fouls in grateful af- 
fection to our Lord and our RE- 
DEEMER !---But is he not now in dan- 
ger of being put to death ?---No, 1 
cannot believe that he can die who has 
rais'd me from the dead ?---How often 
has he already eluded the perſecutor's 
rage !---but when dangers threaten his 
facred life, ought I to indulge theſe 
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thoughts of os ?---Q. pardon me, thou 
divine Jzsvs ! let all my private griefs 
be loſt in my concern for thee!] and 
thou, my ſoul, fix thine whole atten- 
tion on the deſigns of theſe moſt har- 
den' d---moſt ungrateful men, - againſt 
thy Lonn, thy SAVIOUR.  SEMIDA 
now leaving Jeruſalem, haſted to the 
ſilent, the lonely rock, in which had 
been lately hewn his ſepulchre. 
Meanwhile the mother of Tesvs, 
with anxious look, addreſs'd herſelf to 
Jon... He does not come; I will go, 
ſaid ſhe, and meet him---I will go and 
meet my ſon, the Mess1an,---I will 
find him, if his cruel enemies have not 
dipp'd their hands in his blaod, and 
number'd him among the holy prophets 
who ſleep in death | if he yet lives--- 
if 1 be worthy to behold the lovely 
form, the attractive graces, of my pro- 
phetic ſon, and his. countenance beam- 
ing love divine, will once more conde - 
ſcend to ſmile on his enraptur'd mo- 
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ther, I will loſe my anguiſh at his feet, 
where he graciovſly ſuffer'd MARY 
MAGDALENE, who is not his mother, 


to weep, With awful reverence will 1 


alſo proſtrate myſelf before him will 
graſp his knees---I'too will wet his feet 


Voith my tears! Then looking up to 


his face benign, I'll fay, By that exta- 
tie that tranſporting rapture that was 
diffus'd; through my whole foul, when 
the immortals ſtruek my ears with hea- 
venly harmony, and in divine hymns 
ſung thy nativity ! If ever I was dear to 
thee—if thou ſtill remember'ſt- the filial 

affetion-with'which thou returnedſt thy 
mother's: joy, when after | ſolicitous 
ſearch I found thee in ſacred dignity 
among the prieſts, who, by thy words, 
were fill'd with mute amazement: 


Then, O my Son ! I flew to thee with 


open arms. I preſs'd thee to my heart, 
and lifting up my eyes, ador'd the great 
Jenovan ! Oh, by that extatic joy, the 

foretaſte of eternal felicity; by thy hu« 
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manity and gatie.condoſcenbon! to all, 
have compaſſion on me, diſappoint the 
deſigns of thine enemies, and do not 
die. Thus ſhe {pake, and then haſted 
to meet her Son, with the rapidity. witk 
which an ardent and devout qjaculation 
| aſcends. n en it is in- 
ſp ird. g 
„ The e eee wiv 0 mo- 
| taradetridginovacdd him, not with 
the eye af ſenſe; but uith that antuitive 
' perception: dy Which he penetrates the 
thoughts of the-enraptur'd ſeraph. Ah! 
I will, after my reſutrection, ſaid he, 
haue pit on thee, with a pity beyond 
that of TIO ee a= and 
then turn'd aſide. | 
Mo advanc'd:the grey evening. Si- 
lence-reign'd all around, ant he ſlowly 
walk'd to the hill of Golgotha, near 
which Was a ſolitary ſepulchre hewn in 
the rock, wherein no mouldring corſe 
hat yet return d to ãts original duſt. This 
; bann form' d ä — 
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of Rrimachea, that on the laſt ys 
when Death ſhall end his reign, he 
might there riſe” from the earth. He 
knew not for whom he had order'd it 
to be hewn: or that there was to be 
laid the body of the great MEssfAH! 
Ixs us ſtood by the ſepulchre, and caſt- 
ing up eee e ef Golgotha, a look 
of facred grief, thus gave utteranee to 
dis \divinis moughts. 
Nod declines the day. Nee 
. ine prayertul night reſting en Gethſe- 
mane. Soon will che day again enligh- 
ten that hill, and the dawning morn 
arĩſe ou Golgotha. Then thou, who 
containeſt the bones of the meaneſt ſin- 
ners, halt become an altar, on which 
the Willing victim ſhall be fin? foon 
will it bleed! Welcome death for the 
human race! Then will my gracious 
PaTHer lock down on me from his 
exalted thrune, where J once fat in his 


embrace! Me will the angels of Gon 


behold, and -thoſe for whom 1 die! 
Welcome death for the heirs of eternal 
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ufel-A her in the böſom bf the Fa- 


_THEKW have Tat the CREATOR of man, 
anti the, FRIEND of the created! I am 


how; O man, become thy BROTHER! 


and tho once atray'd i in celeſtial ſplen- 
dor, yet wounded will J die, bleeding 
on thy hill, O Golgotha ] Then 
{Here he turn'd, and look'd into the 
ſepulchre) Athen will chis body paſs two 
nights and one day within the ſilent 
manſion of that cool tomb, in a ſofter 
ſleep chan that of ADAM, when the great 
myſtery of death was firſt unfolded, and 
he, one melancholy evening heard the 
decree, Theu muſt: lie down and die. 
Many centuries has he ſlept, and over 
him has the ſeet of his deſcendants 
walk'd, while he hears not the ſound. 
They 400 are dead, and on their bones 
the feet of their offspring have, careleſs, 
trod But amidſt the joys of a bliſsful 


eternity, can any felieity be gompar d 


to mine? the righteous ſhall'all tran- 
9 . price, in eil 
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and triumph awake ! When my body 
has ſlept in this narrow manſion, and I 
baue rais'd to endleſs life the bones of 
the dead, then every care, every doubt 
will ceaſe—every tear be forever wip'd 
away! Death will be the introduction 
to triumphant joy-and ſweet ſenſations, 
Nor the grim tyrant, nor the threaten- 
ing tomb, . ſhall appear on the new 
earth, This reflection benumbs all hu- 
man ſenſation. The bleſs'd in lucid 
white ſhall walk ſerene. Many ſhall 
bear wounds like thoſe of the Son of 
Max- reſplendent wounds! They ſhall 
hymn the Vic ron, and call him by the 
tender names of Son and Brother, What 
earthly mortal, what inhabitant of Hea- 
ven can count their number? Old things 
| ſhall then be done away, and behold all 
things ſhall become new. But firſt 
Golgotha muſt ſee me die, and that ſe- 
pulchre incloſe this mortal frame. 
The MxssrAn then quicken'd his 
pace. Jupas lurking in the dim twi- 
Vol, I. | M 
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light found him near the wall of Jeru- 
ſalem, and ſilent mingled among the 
ſaints, forming on his deceitful coun- 
tenance the look of innocence, while 
his heart felt the ſting of guilt. IT Hu- 
RIEL, who had gone before him, had 
| Heard from the top of an olive the ap- 
proaching ſtep of the Mgss1an, and 
deſcending as JEsbs paſs'd by, walk'd 
with him inviſible, and in accents ſoft 

as the laſt thoughts of the yg Chriſ- 
tian, thus ſpake : | 
Thou, O Savious |! kildvett that 
thou art betray'd by Jupas—by him 
who has been inſtructed by thine ex- 
ample—by him who has ſeen thy mi- 
racles—by him to whom thy lips have 
unfolded the myſteries of eternal life, 
and whom thou haſt condeſcended to 
call thy diſciple, © Still the harmonious 
voice of the ſublime ELoa kills my ear : 
Fill are open his lips, calling me to haſte 


down to earth, to be the tutelar ſpirit of 


Jupas ! but, ah, I leave the ſinner ! n0 
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longer can I be his guardian! againſt 
him ſhall I witneſs on the great day of 
retribution !—againſt him ſhall I ſpeak 


with the voice of thunder. Between 
the reſplendent ſeats of thoſe that are 
worthy to fit with thee, judging the 
world, will I come forth, cloath'd-in 


darkneſs, and extending my hand to- 


wards the cloud that will envellop thy 


throne, will I ſay, O thou whoſe blood 


trickled down from the croſs! O thou 


| who haſt bled and dy'd by the hands of 


thoſe thou lovedſt! Jupas IscARIOT 
has drank iniquity, and againſt this 
dreadful day has ſteep'd his foul in 
blackeſt guilt, He has call'd down de- 
ſtruction on his head, and deſery'd. the 
fate of the reprobate. Let him be dri- 


ven from the preſence of the Logp. 


His guilt be upon himſelf: I am inno- 
cent of the blood of the ſinner: A 
Here the immortal paus'd, but 


looking at the MEDIA: n and 


reading in his eye, that he might 
M 2 
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farther Giſele his concern, "the thus | 
_continy'd!: (11188; 
Alas 1 W  differerit 88 did I 
once entertain of the diſciple of the gra- 
cious FRIEND Oo MAN. Thou, Judas, 
ſaid I, ſhalt, by thy glorious wounds, 
bear witneſs of thy Lok, and when 
thou dyeſt a martyr for the truth, thou 
ſhalt hear the ſublime ſongs we ſhall ſing 
before the Victors. Oh, didſt thou but 
thus die, thy ſoul would be array'd in 
light, and thy friend would then, re- 


joicing, conduct thee in triumph to the 


MgssiAn, the firſt of Conquerors. 
Among the: golden ſeats, plac'd for the 
twelveelected by the Messran, Tſhould 
have pointed out that raisꝰd for thec. At 
the ſight of the radiant ſeat, and of him 
who ſits on the throne, thy ſoul would 

overflow with tran ſport . I ſhould have 
ſtil'd thee my friend, my brother with 
ſofteſt voice I ſhould have call'd ther 
my fellow n ſeraph! Then would my 
Jupas explain to me the myſteries of 
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Chatitianitys his: enten pi Le0S the 
Spirit which inſpir'd the holy prophets, 
deſcended upon him from Heaven 
when thou, O Jupas! receiv'dft the 
fortitude to deſpiſe death when taught 
dy the HoLy SPIRIT, thy heart pray'd 
in words unutterable, and taſted of the 
innocence of Paradiſe. — But theſe 
thoughts are fled. As the ſmiling ſpring | 
drops her flowers, as the bloom of life 
fades, ere it is ripen'd by time, ſo all is 
paſs'd away. Forſaken am I by the diſ- 
_ ciple.! Lately was I the guardian angel 
of a ſaint: but now ſolitary L walk a- 
mong the angels, who look upon me 
with ſilent ſympathy. Speak the word, 
O divine Mxssi AR! ſhall I return to 
the celeſtial regions or am 1 e 
to behold; thy death 581 20 Je 
 Jesvs, with 1 Sande an- 
ſwer'd the ſeraph, S1 MõGN PETER will 
alſo be tempted by the malicious de- 
ſtroyer, I thereſore appoint thee his an- 
gel. Two have been given to Johx 5 
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PETER muſt have the ſame number. 
He ſhall hereafter hear the celeſtial 
hymns, ſang by thoſe who ſhall join the 
triumphant hoſt above, and in his death | 
will he reſemble me, 
On hearing this the ſeraph, with fer- 
vid joy, flew to embrace ORION, his 
fellow guardian. JEsUs now haſted to 
celebrate the laſt convivial feaſt with his 
diſciples, and paſfing by the ſplendid pa- 
laces of luxurious ſinners, enter'd the 
more peaceful dwelling of an obſcure 
upright man. The diſciples ſilently re- 
clin'd- around the table on which was 
Plac'd the lamb of'the-covenant; Next 
to the Mzs$1Aam- was Jed, on whoſe 
face ſat an affectionate ſmile. With 
ſweet: ſerenity. JesUs then look'd round 
on his diſciples: his eye diſpens'd peace, 
ſoft repoſe, and a pleaſing melancholy, 
full of deep contemplation and calm 
heart - felt felicity. So Jos EH appear d 
among his brethren, after feeling the firſt 
raptures, when his tears, his ſpeaking 
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tears ceas'd to flow ; when he no longer 
hung on his brother BENJAMIN, and he 
knw that his aged father was till alive. 

IJssus now, with a mournful look, 
cry'd, Greatly have I deſir'd to eat this 
repaſt with you, my diſciples, before I 
ſuffer—foon will be accompliſh'd the 
predictions. of thoſe who ſpake of me. 
Ye know the prophet that was worthy 
to ſee the divine appearance, ho heard. 
the voice of the ſeraphs over a throne. 


- - in_te temple, while the Heavens re- 


ſounded with their feſtal Hallelujahs, 
and their crying to each other, Holy, 
holy, holy is the Loxp or Hosrs | the 
whole earth is full of his glory! then 
the poſts of the doors mov d at the voice 
of him that cry'd: the temple was fa 
with. ſoak ; the ſanctuary with clouds 
of votive incenſe. Then was I preſent 
with my FATHER with him was I in 
the temple: for before AZR AHAM, was, 
lam before this ſacred land with the 
mountain of Gop aroſe from the waters 
"ECM 4 
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{* en end 
the world itſelf Wag foarm'd, 2 
as.—But theſe, thaughtz, in all their 
kd 1 gs ye cannot yet comprehend, 
This divine prophet, wha ſaw the glory 
of the Mosr Hien, at, length, cry d, 
Lo, I dehold in; futuxity, a, branch 
ſpringing out of the ſtem of. JESSE, that 
ſhall grow up before the Lok ꝑ as a ten- 


der plant, and as a root out of a dry. 
ground, His form i is chang'd—his beau- 
ty wither'd. Every ſolace of life is fled, 
and all the ſmiles of the blooming year. 
He is deſpis d and rejected of men: a. 
man of ſorrows, and acquainted with 
grief. Men are ſilent at the affliction of 
{ His ſoul. They turn away their faces 
from him. Vet hath he borne gur griefs, 


and carry'd our forrows. For our tranſ- 
greſſions is he wounded, and with his 
ſtripes are we heal'd. Like the wan- 
| dering ſheep have we gone aftray : 
| have turn'd every one to our own . 
| mwdtce Lond bath therefore laid on him 
| the iniquity of us * 1 god af- 
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flicted, he opens not his W | ek 
like the lamb, is he led to the laughter, 
and as a. ſheep before her "ſetters, is 
dumb, From priſon and from judgment 
is he taken, and who mall declare the 
generation of the redeem'd, who 3 are Ru- 
merous as the hott of Heavbie He hat 
given his life an 1offering for fin, he hall 

therefore Tee his ſeed, a race of new im- 
mortals, Who having dy'd to fin, have | | 
awak*d to righteouſneſs, and with him 
thall'enjoy eternal r 4 * 

Thus fpake the REDFEEMER, and then 

continu'd long ſilent, with his eyes lift 
up to Heaven. At length he reſum'd. 
This; O my diſciples L is the laſt time 
in which Tſhall keep this Feaſt with _ 
For never more ſhall I taſte” the fruit of, 
the ehearful vine, till Tdrink'/it'new in = 
my PATH ER's kingdom. In the realms 
of Joy ark many manflons—theſe I 80 | 

= prepare for you. There I ſhall ſee. 
you again, and with the aſſembled 8 
a thers, commence” "new. feſtivals, ſpiritual. 
repaſts, of perpetual duration. 2 

Ms 
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Jz8vs ceas'd, and ſtill all were ſilent, 
Thus ,filent were the holy people on 
Mount Moriah, when SoLomon, the 
wiſeſt of the ſons of ARRAHAM, at the. 
prayer of conſecration, laid his crown, 
at the foot of the altar, before the E RR 
NAL, Then was: the temple fill'd with. 
a cloud. The prieſts, beholding the 
glory of the Eoxn, were unable to con- 
tinue their ſacrifices, and. the jubilant 
Hallelujahs ceas d. Not a word was. 
then heard, till one of the ſupplicants, 
tranſported with ſacred awe, lift up his 
Face to the cloud, and with tremulous 
voice, and arms ſtretch'd forth towards 
heaven, cry'd Holy, holy, holy! Thus 
ſilent were the diſciples, till Lxnrus, 
* to Jopas, with ſoft voice, ſaid : 
Alas! tis now too certain, that what 
ever the other diſciples may ſay or think 
of his frequent diſcourſes on death, that 
the SON or MAN is about to die. Come 
Death, relief from miſery, the repoſe of 
the weary traveller, take pity on me! 
ior when eos,” w_ Lonp, is Jed to 
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death like a lamb to the ſlaughter, thou 
wilt be my, ſole copſolation!—His ſighs 
now ſtopp'd his voice. The Muss1an 
obſerv'd, bim and 1 DAS, and giving 
him a look of mingled benevolence and 
grief, ſaid. to his diſciples, How ſhall 1 
tell you, my fr riends, that one of you 
will betray me! 
| Seiz d with f fadden grief and . 
| went, all. cry'd, Loxv is it I ? The 
Messzan anſwer'd, Iti is one of you who 
now. keep the paſchal feaſt with me, 
Here his-countenance aſſum'd the ſeve-- 
rity of the judge, and. he added, The 
do OF, Man goeth, as the — "12 
baye written of him; but woe to him 
by. whom he is betray d: good were it 
for that man that he had never been 
born. Judas then, with a low voice; re- 
peating, Is it I? Tzsus whiſpering, an- 
ſwer' d, T hou knowelt that it is thyſelf. 
Now thoughts: of grace and eternal 
ſo falyation, again, brighten the MEDIA- 
TOR's countenance. He riſes to inſti: 
NM 6 
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tute the ſacred Euchariſt, uttering the 
folemn words which fo: many boldly 


profane, by abſurd ſuperſtition, hy igno- 


rance, and by more hateful vice. But 
in vain do they l wear the fait garb of 


Chriſtianity, on the well painted maſt; 


for vchile, Wich- polluted hearts, they 


chant the praiſes of the {ſpotleſs RR 


DbEEMER, they call down en themſelbes 


the ſentence of eternal death. He who 
godlike livid, and fill'd with benevo- 
lence, dy'd on the crofs; is not the Sa- 


vioutof the cruel; the imipious, the lewd; 


tenceʒ and allowing in vice, meek. ey d 


mercy, ever gracious, ever pure, ſtretches 


not out her band to them. All now re- 


ceiv d from him the bread, the emblemof 
his broken body; and the hed eup, ty- 


pical of his ſtreaming blood — With A 


mility and awful ſilence they receiv'd 


them from his hand. When John, 


ſeiꝛ d with a ſudden tranſport, ſunk 


ted them with his tears. 


down at his feet, kiſs'd them, and wet · 


1 
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Iss us then Joaking up towards Hea- 
ven, with agracidus ſmite; cryd, O 
FarHER IU permit himitocſee my glory. 
Jon then arifing! beheld at the end of 
the chamber a bright aſſembly of angels, 
who knew that he ſad them Rapt in 
anextatic tranſport,; bechehelq the ſub- 
lime Gato; with motienleſs aſto- 
niſtiment!: enrapturꝰ d he fa the bright. 
neſs of the teleſtial RxyHA EL and hin 
he honour'd: with delight unutteräble; 
he alſo perceivid SAhENM in an human 
form, Who, with a ſmile of friendſhip, 
open do his arms, and him he lov'd. 
Now, turning his raviſhꝰd/ eyes, he diſ- 


cover'd in the MES SLA's plaeid coun- 


tenanceʒ traces of his celeſtial glory, and- 
ſunk ſpeechleſs on his heſom. GaBRIII. 
then roſe on his extended wings, and 
tranſported with love, ſaid to Jxsus, 

O thou great MæsslAh, embrace me, 
as thou embraceſt thy diſciple! To 
him the MssrAh anſwer' d, Thou, O 
GABRIEL! ſhall attend on me, when L 
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fit on my. throne, and ſhall be ſeated 
with Exo, in the preſence of the Mos 
Hic. GABRIEL. bow'd adoring. 

Alt laſt came Jup As, and with the fa- 
miliarity and diſſembled love of Johx, 
threw, himſelf at the feet of IxsuS. Ju- 
DAS ariſe, ſaid the Mssr an, and gave 
him the cup; the memorial of his death. 

Jupas-receiv'd it unmov'd. Then the 
SAVIOUR, viewing him, was troubled 
in ſpirit, and, with a loud voice, cry d, 
I, know. theſe whom I have choſen: yet 
one of you; will betray me.. This I now 
tell you, that ye may believe when it is 


| accompliſh'd,, and that ye may know 


the rewards prepar'd for him that con- 
tinues faithful unto the end. He that 
receiveth my, word ſhall be ſav'd. 
Whofoever receiveth you, receiveth 
me; and whoſoever receiveth me, re- 
ceiveth him that ſent. me. But the 
traitor will not obtain the crown of 
life. I repeat it again, one of you will 
betray 2 ot. MANI. 


. Ä . as «lm 111110. ̃ —baàͤ 4 te es 


——̃ —T—2— — ——— — ² nm %% „%% ᷑ẽul!. «„ 


Book IV. THE MESSIAH; 23r 
Sorrow was. again ſpread: over each 
countenance. PETER: then made a ſign: 
to Joun, who ftill lay reclin'd on the 
breaſt of the REDEEMER, and, whiſ- 
pering, aſd, Who is it? He it is, ſaid: 
the SAVIOUR: with low voice, to whom 
J, with tender affection, and brotherly. 
love, give this ſop. He then gave it to, 
Jupas. Joh trembled; hut his hu- 
manity kept him ſilent. | 
Jupas now abruptly left chegpom., 
Night was come, and he was furround- 
ed with all its terrors. Wildly he caſt 
his eyes into the dark gbſcure, and thus. —_ 
ſpake to himſelf: He then certainly 5 
knows it! Now will the ſmooth, the. 
fawning Johx, reveal it to them all 
All will know what the heart of IESus. 
has intruſted to him They will all 
know: what I have done - Be it ſfo— 
Theſe new: kings muſt fly before they 
have obtain'd their kingdoms. Joan. 
may perhaps. ſoon learn to lay aſide his. 
inhdious ſmiles, and PETER, when in 
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| bonds; wilt be leſs bold !—With what 


imperious accents did Jesvs ſpeak 3 
With what 4 ftern 4} and commanding, 
voice did he ery,” forks ariſe! How 
different the language fie uc to his fa- 
vourite Jomn!=Kings indeed are not 
to be commande! T Wilk however Tec 
them "again, Before they obtain." their 


| kingd6ins in bonds wilt I Tee them! 


but their friend will die!—Ts it poffible! M 
who Will believe chat he can die, Wo 
has Talsd others from tlie dead? He 


die What wilt thou relent? Oe my 


ſuffering heart! baniſh all hamanity ! — 


If he dies he muſt furely be. a viſionary, 


and n6t" the Sent of Gov<Out prieſts 


are men of wiſdom—they are the mini- 


ſters of Tzrovan; the King of Kings gs 


—yet they always hated him 1: LT hey 
reſpect, and would maintain the laws of : 
Mosks.— The) have engaged n me in their : 
intereſt: but they will not. go ſo far as to 


put him to death—1 would only fee him 


in bonds, and d chen hear him, Perhaps he- 
will for a moment forget the exalted | 
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merit” of, his. favourite, diſciples, and, 


condeſcend to.logk upon che fighted Jur. 
pas /-Tbut I muſt. haſten the Lords of 


Jeruſalem, expect ME 38 y 2s: 203 1091991 
He then progeeded, to he high · prielt 
palace. The aſſemhly of the diſciples ... 


was now holy, and unpolluted by guilt.,... 


Thus when the Chriſtian youth return'd. 


from the interment of ANANIAs. and 


SAPHIRA, with fairer beauty ſhone the 
congregation in the eye of the Logp; 
for heir, ſacred unanimity was diſturb'd, | 


by no ein, no ſordid diſpoſition, 11 In 


the meanwhile Ixsus, with divine, ma- 


jeſty and compoſure, thus addreſs d his 


_ diſciples. 


1 216 y no} Fo mom 


Nox w..is the Sox or Max gl rify'd;.. 


now is the infinite, the boundleſs * Mercy 


of the, Mos ST Hin glorify'd i in him. 
Tho- at preſent his ſplendor 3 is viel'd by. 
the 5 55 of, fleſh, ſoon, ſhall e even. this 


human rame be inveſted with "celeſtial 


beauty. —But your grief interrupts my - 


ſpeech, —Why, my children, do vou 


114 
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_ weep?—'tis true I ſhall ſoon leave you: 
ye ſhall ſeek me, but ſhall not find me: 
for ye know not whither I go; and 
whither I go ye cannot come But 
ceaſe your tears. Ye ſhall ſee me again. 
My dear children, I give you a new 
commandment—a commandment more 
noble, more. exalted than all the tradi- 
tional obſervances of the ſcribes and 
elders :. Love each other as 1 have loy'd 
you: for by your tender, your mutual, 
your. diſintereſted affection, ſhall all 
men know that ye are my diſciples. 
Sto PETER then aroſe, and ſaid, 
Whither, Lon, doſt thou go?- Whi- 
ther I go, ſaid the REpeemER, thou 
canft not follow me; but thou ſhalt at 
length follow my ſteps, and walk in the 
path I tread. Why, O my Lon p, faid 
PETER, with an eager and. amiable 
warmth.;. why cannot I follow thee 
now? To. preſerve thy life will I lay 
down my own! Thou, SiMon, lay 
down. thy life ! return'd Ixsus; alas ! 1 
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how little. doſt thou know thyſelf! I 
repeat it again, that ere the early 
cock proclaims the opening dawn, thou 
wilt deny me thrice | _ 

The REDEEMER then aſking if they 


were all preſent, the diſciples, oppreſs'd 


with melancholy. -anſwer'd, We are 
here. CnrisT then return'd, The 
voice of one I no longer diſtinguiſh. 
To this LEBBRBUSs reply'd, trembling, 
Jupas IsCARIOF is wanting. IEsus, 
was ſtanding; but he now kneel'd,. 
and the apoſtles plac'd themſelves on 
their knees around: him. The bleſs'ds 
SAVIOUR' then lifting up his eyes, 
pray'd with a loud voice: O'FATaER! 
the hour is come, glorify thine only 
begotten. Son, that thy Son may alſo. 
glorify thee. To his power haſt thou 
committed all mortals, that he may at 
length raiſe them from the dead, and: 
beſtow on them everlaſting felicity. 
This, O my Gop! is eternal life, to 
know thee, and CnRisT- when HOW 
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haſt ſent, as the Prince er Peace 
and the KING oF GLoRy.. Already, 
O FarTHE |. do I behold in ſpirit the 
accompliſhment of the important work. 
Thee have I glorify'd here on earth, 
and the work thou gaveſt me to "% 
J have finiſh d. Now crowns and 
regal honours await me at thy right 
hand! give me the glory I enjoy d 
with thee, ere I, by thy power, created 
the earth and its inhabitants. Thy 
tremendous— thy gracious name have 
J declar'd to thoſe thou gaveſt me out 
of this guilty world: thine they were 
thou gaveſt them. me; and to the = 
dom which] taught them, they have 
faithfully adher'd., Now:do they know | 


that what thou teacheſt me, I have 
taugbt to them. This. knowledge 


they with duty and. with reverence 
have receivd; deep in their hearts 
have they lodg'd the divine truth, that 
thou haſt ſent me. For them, O FA- 
THER ! do I pray for them I now 
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pray, and not for the world. All 
who are mine are thine; thoſe that 
are thine are mine, and the ſubject of 
my joy and my glory. Now do I quit 
this earthly globe, to return to thy « ce- 
leſtial thronè-Ato thee, 0 F ATHER 1 
but they remain vn earth the ſcorn of 
ſinners, and expos'd to miſery! Keep 

then, O holy FATHER'T' thoſe 2755 
thou haſt given me, that they, as bre- 
thren, may live in amity, and like us 
unite in the great work of love and 
grace divine. While eloath'd in this 


terreftriab' frame, 1 Have taken care f | 


them, arid watch'd over their Immortal 
ſouls, Here they are, O my FATHER, 
none have I loſt, but the ſon of Pettfiti- 
on he ungrateful, has deferted'me, atid 
is become u witneſs to the truth of the 
prophets; Now come I to thee. "Thus 
I ſpeak while J am ſtill with them, that 
they may think on my glory and rejoice 
in N joy. The words of thy tore 
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have they heard, and ſinners have 


hated them, as they hated me. Vet 
I pray not that thou wouldſt take them 
from the earth; but only that thou 
wouldſt ſhield nt from their perſe- 
cutors; — from the ſpirits of deſtruc- 


tion; for they like me walk in inno- 
de³nce. Sanctify them, O Gon ! thro” 
thy truth: thy word is truth. As 
thou haſt ſent me, I ſend. them: for 
them I lay down my life, that they 
may be pure and holy, and ready to 
ſuffer for the cauſe of truth and virtue, 
Yet, O my FaTHer!. Lpray not for 


my diſciples alone; but for thoſe they 


hall convert-—for thoſe my children, 
who will one day, like the dew of the 
morning, be born to me through thy 
word. May they all be one, as thou, 
5 FATHER, art in me, and I in thee, ſo 

may they be one in us: that the world 
may believe that thou haſt ſent me. 
The glory 1 receive from thee I give 
to them, that they may be one, even 
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as we are one, and all fulfil thy gracious 
intentions, that the ſinniers of the 
earth, fill'd with admiration, may per- 
ceive that I was ſent from Heaven. 


Love them, O my Gop ! whom thou 


haſt given me, as the firſt fruits of thy 
Son's love to man; may theſe be where 
I am, and behold that glory, which 
thou, gracious FATHER, gaveſt me, be- 
fore the Heavens were ftretch'd around 
this earthly ball. "The world knew thee 
not ; but Thave known thee. To theſe 
| my friends, have I diſclos'd the impor- 
tant purpoſes for which I was ſent, and 
will farther diſcloſe them, that thy love 


to me may penetrate their hearts, and 
their immortal ſouls be fill'd with love 


to thee, and their REDEEMER, 
Now JEesvs aroſe, and went forth 
with his diſciples. Atlength, drawing 


near to the brook of Cedron, and 


hearing the nightly breeze play in the 


branches of ſome. olives that ſtood on 


an eminence, he ſaid to GABRIEL, in 
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the depth of the garden, on the ſloping 
ſide of the mountain, 1s a ſolitary ſpot, 
ſhaded by a grove of palms, there af- 
ſemble the angels. Thus the Saviour 
| ſpake, and was now drawing near to the 
accompliſhment of ſuch exalted deeds, 
as ſince the creation of the earth and 
the heavens, or ſince the birth of the an- 
gels, had never been known ; ſuch as 
| were never ſeen in the boundleſs theatre 
of infinite ſpace. But no outward ac- 
clamations, no vain teſtimonies of ap- 
plauſe, the pleaſing and fit attendants on 

the exploits ofvulgar heroes, ſurrounded 

the great Mgss1an, while he went 
forth to conquer Sin and Death. 
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